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Law Faculty Dean Heads Panel On Ex-SSLT Students' ‘Extortion
—

otally irked by emerging allegation of
graft by some senior officers of the
University dating back to 2013, the Vice

Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale, has appointed
the Dean of the Faculty of Law, Professor Lucky
Worika to Chair a Panel charged with
responsibility to investigate the alleged official
sleaze. Although details of the reported extortion

arestill sketchy, reports Letom Nnen

More on p3

(22 14" Medical Induction

The College of Healtih Sciences
held ity 44™ Induction Ceremony
for new Medical Doctors and
Dentol Surgeons on Thursday,
May 30, 2019 ot the Ebitimi
Banigo- Auditorivm
iy e

Editor

OhatemifiasksjUrban|Rlannersion

By Otikor Samuel

s Nigeria's population continues to
grow geometrically without

corresponding improvement in urban
planning and municipal services in line with
the recommendations of the United Nations
for an all-inclusive, safe and sustainable
human settlements, Professor Andrew
Obafemi of the Department of Geography and
Environmental Management in the Faculty of
Social Sciences, has called for the usc of
geospatial mapping and modern technologies
to attain urban development anchored on the
concept of smartcities.
He regretted that no Nigerian city has, so far
attained an urban status in global ranking of
habitable smart cities that can boost of
modern municipal services that address the
needs of the growing population of urban
dwellers.
Professor Obafemi made the submission while
delivering the 158" Inaugural Lecture
entitled, Transiting Unhabitable Habitats to
Sustainable Smart Urbans: The Place of
Geospatial Mapping and Technologies at the
Ebitimi Banigo Auditorium, last Thursday.
The 158" Inaugural Lecturer observed that
Iack of proper town planning and total neglect
of public infrastructure had contributed to
underdevelopment of the urban areas that

have become largely uninhabitable for about
70 per cent of the global population that live in
the comfort of modern cities.

Professor Obafemi called for the use of
geospatial mapping and technologies o

transit from poorly planned cities littered with

uninhabitable habitats to sustainable smart

urban areas in line with emerging global

trends. He called for regular maintenance of
More on p6

Two Junior
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Students On ICT
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NIIT Task
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xperts on trade and
other stakeholders
ave advocated the
adoption of Global Value
Chain as an emerging global
trend to enhance Nigeria's
competitive advantage in the

was the outcome of the 2019
World Trade Day
celebration which
under the auspices of the
Institute of International
Trade and Development,
University of Port Harcourt.
The event was organised in
concert with the Rivers and
Bayelsa State Branch of the
Manufacturers_Association
of Nigeria (MAN), and Port
Harcourt Chamber of
Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture
(PHCCIMA) at the i Banigo Aud
University Park on Wednesday, May 22,2019.

vering the keynote address on this year's theme,
Global Trends: Opportunities and Strategies, renowned
cconomist, Professor Michael Kwanashic of Ahmadu
Bello University, Zaria, described the intensity of global
value cha a key indicator of global economic
integration. “The past decades have witnessed a strong
trend towards the international dispersion of value chain

such as design, production, marketing and

ditribution” he) said. He added that increased third
world participation in global trade would enhance
sustainable de\elopmenl and growth amongst emergi
cconomics.
Professor Kwanashie listed promotion of human capital
development, facilitating the penetration of modern
technology that would acccerate technological processes,
improvement of business environment and delivery of
infrastructure, removal of domestic capacity constraints
and restrictive trade, including investment regimes, as
Some  Torward-looking strategies that the Nigerian

Experts Brainstorm On Glohal
Trade Relations At WTD Celebration

mp ofthe VC, Prof Oge (arowed, l"w/mexmhle (lef DVC Acad, Prof Hakeem Fawelinm, ‘Dean Fac of Social

nces, Prof Prince Mmom, M.
By Ethel Timi-Johnson

trade.
Chairman of Rivers and Bayelsa State Branch of MAN,

added. He noted that mnnlgmg
emerging trends in global trade, gcupo

N Chairman, Senator

Pepple flanked by other Principal Officers and guests

Vice-Chancellor's address read in part. The event

featured a panel discussion and goodwill message from
stakeholders.
In his contribution,

ITD Director, Professor Sylva Kalu,

of global
understanding each region may be a formidable task.
Many a times, local companies think of other markets as
an extension of the home market and hence fail to make
major inroads into other territories,” he said.

and market volatility in

Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration), Professor

Regina Ogali who stood in for the Vice Chancellor, pited
hat WTD offered stakeholders an opportunity
articipate in trade-related discussions z"echng

consumers around the world. “International trade is an
important instrument for wealth ereation. The theme is
appropriate in the context of global imbalance in trade
patterns. There is therefore a need to diversify trade
s the

government could adopt to boost in global

By Mercy Adeniji and Letom Nnen

wo Caretakers who were among staff honoured

by Management of the University for th
and_diligence, Mrs Cecilia
Owuijie, gratitud
to the Vice Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale for the
unexpected honour done them.
‘The two ladi mongst those conferred with the
University's Best Pcrfunnmg Smf/ Award by
Management of the Unit g the Chancellor's
Dinner/Award Night. The Award nghl was a major
part of activities that marked the combined 32"
Convocation Ceremony of the University which held
on Friday, March March 30,2019.

punctuali

Two Junior Staff Honoured
For Diligence Thank Mgt

they did not lobby forit.
Expressing their delight in separate interviews with
UniPort News Correspondents on Wednesday, May 15,
2019, Mrs Adolphus said she never envisaged that her
contributions to the growth of the University would be
recognised aml rewarded at the highest levels of
admi . “I was very happy to receive the
DmmgunhmsmﬁAwam from the Vice Chancellor of
the Univ; am always at my duty post at 7.00am
and always ready to carry out any other duty that may
be assigned to me. I treat students in the Units I worked
as my own biological children,” the award recipient
said.
On her part,
C [

Mrs J

‘The women who are still celebrating their recognition
for rendering dedicated services to the University,
heaped praises on the Management of the University
for considering them worthy of the award, even when

llan@rt)v’av‘v’Mm

7 e to take their work seriously in
; add; 5 o

that she did her best in the various
places she was dej work. “I was just doing my
work to the best of my ability without knowing that my
effort has been noticed by the Management. I did my
work diligently and I made sure that there were no
v @ lapses anywhere I was posted. I
= report to work carly, clean the
classrooms on a regular basis to
make them conducive for
lectures. I never knew I was being
watched. I am very proud to
receive the Distinguished Staff
Award from the University and
my prayer is that God should
bless and rcward all those He
used to make this honour
possihle.“shesaul.

awardees who are
prcunll) serving in the offices of
the Deans, Faculty of Humanities
and Pharmaceutical Sciences,
respectively, advised other staff

i

By Letom Nnen

he Federal Ministey of Healh has appointed the
es, Professor
member afthe Medical and
ru(Ml)(‘V)
Aletter signed by the Head of the Department of Hospital
Services, Dr Joseph Amedu on behalf of the Minister of
Health, dated April 29, 20 losed that Professor

would represent Provosts of Colleges of

pnummumxhuumbﬂwmm,m..,.punun y to
mnkt useful and selfless contributions towards the
gulation of the

statement added
that the duration

appointmentis at /
the discretion of
the President of [
the Federal f
Prof Siminialayi
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Professor Worika and his members have been
empowered to probe deep to unravel the
circumstances that resulted in the brazen extortion
of money from some unsuspecting students of the
defunct Institute of Science Laboratory Technology
(ISLT), now School of Science Laboratory
Technology.

The Terms of Reference before the Committee
includes: to investigate the alleged case of extortion
of money from some students who applied for
exemption from the National Youth Service Corps
scheme under the auspices of the Student Affairs
Department in 2013; to identify those involved in
the alleged extortion of money from the affected

appropriate recommendations and submit its
final report to the Vice Chancellor within four
weeks from the date of its inauguration.
UniPort News learnt that the Panel has since
commenced sitting on the matter.

Other members of the Panel are: Professor
Olubisuyi Kilani of the Department of
Religious and Cultural Studies, Executive
Director of the University of Port Harcourt
Foundation, Professor Henry Alapiki,
Professor Jovce Akumnwur of the

students (if any), and determine the ci
surrounding the delay in the issuance of N¥SC
Exclusion Certificate to the affected U2008 set of
students of the defunct ISLT. The Panel is to make

s part of their pre-
field consultations
before embarking on

a study to ascertain the

status of the tertiary healthcare sector in Rivers State,

Group 6 participants of Senior Executive Course 41 at the

National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies
'SS), Kuru, near Jos, paid a courtesy visit on the Vice

Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale on Mnmlan. May 13,

ing the purpose of their visit, the Director of

of and the
Associate Dean in the Facult\' of
Management Sciences, Dr Ikechukwu
Nnamdi; while Mrs Peace Stowe of the
Legal Unit will serve as Secretary.

By Otikor Samuel

Research at NIPSS, Professor Habu Galadima, disclosed
0% (o AHLlim w0 o O ﬁmling mission to
ascertain the challenges facing of Port
K i lluspllal A5 dlsclurg( of its
mandate to the publ

“The participants are interested in studying the funding

—
VLG, Prof Lale (arrowed), with Senior Ofices of the University and the NP ez

Some Professional Courses,
Vocations Will Be Ohsolete By 2030 ~NiiT

eading Information Commu
‘Technology firm, NIIT, has listed such professional
occupations as Accounting, Book-keeping,
Electronic/ dons Installations, Repai
Payroll Clerks and Bank Teller Operators, as some of the
jobs that would be obsolete by 2030,
anlmg projestions by the World Econantie Forum
e India-based ICT giant further revealed that
Dals Analvsk:, experts o based Operating

By Ethel Tmu Johnsnn

that students at the verge of
-compliant, if they hope to compete

graduation must be
in industries that have already migrated to modern
technological applications that may not be available in

their universitics. ant that students are

fic llnlellmenu ivein the new
cT xppllcallon and dot.com ccosystem that is bound to
leau any behind the digitaldi

f NIIT India, Santosh Jha, who dropped the
Dol at 3 wor i

students of the University, mned that the
designed to enhance the al participants to adapt to
the paradigm shift in modern 10T training processes.
“Industry 4.0 or the 4" ‘ndustrial Revolution

is anew global trend “mcn means that most

industries are now struggling to_attain
technological ﬁdvnnnemenl as_ their only

guarantee of r

jor
impact in all aspects of learning, business
and personal life,” Jha told the part

ativ
ing the students an opportunity
to update their ICT-driven learning,
exposure to modern operating systems and
professional certification programi
Emphasising that rapid global changes have

s to make them job-

ready on graduation. Nigeria has the largest ICT market in

Africa today

vith big opporturitis, It i, thercfore, important that
olicy-makers must integrate new technol into the

university curriculum to help them keep abreast of the

:nmpcmmnnnag!nhal scale,” he added.

The NIIT tea aid a courtesy visit on the Vice

Chancllor, brofessor Ndowa L, during which Mr Jha

V-C, Prof Lale (5" right), flanked by Manager, NIT India, Jha, Principal and other Senior Officers of the University

Law Faculty Ilean Heads Pilllﬂl

Prof Alapiki

of healthcare delivery in

Rivers State, using the

UPTH as a test case. This is
because Rivers State is an important case study for those
who formulate national healtheare policies. We will be
looking at factors militating against effective healthcare
delivery in this part of the country and make appropriate
recommendations to policy-makers,” Professor
Galadima assured his host.
In his response, the Vice Chancellor commended the
group for stopping over at the University before
proceeding to the UPTH. “Although it bears our name,
the University of Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital is
under the supervision of the Federal Ministry of Health.
We are, however, pleased that you decided to call on us
before commencing your assignment. It is my hope that
your Would result in appropriate
in Rivers

State,” Professor Lale sai
AP n umolﬁcen[ ¢

State Goverament) D Georse Nk, seevedas allocal
tour guide to the group ‘which sl had the Director of
Studies at NIPSS, Brigadier-General Chukwuemeka
Udaya.

called for  parinership with the Univers
training that would cnable students add
corifcation to ther academic qualifications. “We have
partnership with a number of universities across the globe
with more emphasis on Africa. NIIT has carefully selected
the University of Port Harcourt as one of the beneficiaries
nﬂhi:pzrmer: ”Mr Jha disclosed.

Responding, the Vice Chancellor commended NIIT for
extending fhe 1CT |nm|nn opportunity to (he Lnnenm
“I wish to ass the Universi n to new
ideas that would help us dcwlnponr Studonts. The tralning;

Knowledge and intellectual capacity, which mcy can apply
oany field of human endeavour on gra Professor

dging Management' full suppor for the icT
e. The Centre Leader of NIIT, Eniye Lemebri, and
other sl of the Port Harcourt Offic, Ogulu Precious,
Ibighari Vincent-Eretoru, Stephen Tete, Ekanem Okon
and Odungwem Deborah, also accompanied Mr Jha on the
visit.

UniRunt
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he Vice Chancellor, Professor V\ﬂowa Lale and
other speakers have stressed the need for
students on Industrial Training to take the
programme seriously to acquire hands-on skills that
would serve them on graduation. They were also
charged to abide by the roles and mgula(lons
The advice was given by the Director of Guality
Assurance and Quality Control (QAQC) Unit,
Professor Tkechukovu Aghagua during the 2019
W exercise which held at the
Convacation Arena on Thursday, May 16, 2019.
SIWES orientation is a very important programme
for eligible students and it i important hat sludems
who would p)lrllupull‘ in the Indi I Tr
|I|enllt‘&ﬂ'

Prof Agbagwa (centre), flanked By UniPort SIWES Dir ivel
Godvwin-Egein, (Iefy), ITF Head of Training, Paul (right), other ITF team members and Senior s

rector, Prof A

eloja, Dean,

culty of Agriculture, Prof. w....,my

taff of the Un

V-, Others Task Students On SIWES Programme

By Mercy Adeniji

so as not to operate outside the rules. Some
Departments run the programme for six months,
while others do so for one year,”
“IT is not something you can mneand itis also not a
holiday period as some students erroncously believe.
Rather, it is an active academic period during which
participants are closely monitored and you would
have yourself to blame if you decide to play truancy in
place of purposeful participation in the scheme,”
Professor Aghagwa disclosed.

Delivering an address on behalf of the Rumuokwuta

Area Office of ITE, the Head of Training, Mr Ashore
Paul, explained that SIWES enables students to
acquire practical experience. “SIWES programme
affords the students an opportunity to familiarise
themselves with work methods and techniques in
handling equipment and machinery that may not be
available in their institutions. You will find your
attachment period to be not just fulfilling, but also the
beginning of your success story in life,” he told the
student
Speaking

earlier, the Director of SIWES Unit in
UniPort, Professor Adedapo Aiyeloja, disclosed that
the scheme s designed to provide ample ‘opportunities

DVC (Acad), Prof

By Letom Nnen

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale, has

pledged the resolve of Management to focus

more attention on continuous professional
development for all staff to enable them give their best
tothe University.
Professor Lale made the pledge before he presented
ficates to the fi e

passing out ceremony which held at the School of Basic
Studies Lecture Hall on Wednesday, May 15, 2019, was
jointly organised by the Staff Training and
Development Unit (STADU) and the Information
Communication and Technology Centre (ICTC).

Addressing beneficiaries of the training, the Vice
Chancellor observed that not much can be achieved in
the modern office setting without computer literacy.
“The workplace is changing and you need to be fully
ecslint ) i 0 i ool iy
- The certificate we are giving you s just 3

f

o
training. It is now your turn to prove ' you o
carned it by continuously applying what you learned to
your duty schedules. Management would be watching
to sec if the training you received is beneficial to the
ersity,” he.

“awehinmi (arrowed), some Principal Officer with the participants
in a group photograph at the graduation ceremony.

We Are Committed To Staff Development,
Mot Pledges At STADU Graduation Ceremony

justify the time and energy expended in organizing it.
“Let it not be that there would be no tangible results
after all the resources the University has invested in
you. Those who benefitted from previous training
ewru:e& including myself, acquired requisite

functions,” the Rgglskrnr said. She promised that more
staff would be captured in subsequent training
programmes.

In his address, STADU Officer, Mr Fidelis Jahka, noted
that the ICTC drew up the training manual in concert
with the Staff Training and Development Unit of the
Registry Department. “What we have come here to do
today is to harvest the first and second batches of the
Registrar's vision, and we commend her for driving
i 0 e L i e il i

their training on Thursday, May 23,2019
In her contribution, the ICTC Training Officer Mrs
Elizabeth Okey-Wali, stressed the importance of
computer literacy in the modern office setting. “We can
ensure confidentiality of information if we process and
produce it by ourselves. Another benefit of computer
literacy is reduction of paper work and cost,” she told
the participants.

Declaring the ceremony closed, the Deputy Vice
Chancellor (st Bl o em

Commending the Vice (,Ium.ellur I supporting staff
development inthe , the Registrar, Mrs
Doreas Otto, asured him that the e Sl
reflect their new skills in the discharge of their duty
calls. Mrs Otto charged the trainees to show proof of the
training in the discharge of their official functions to

mi,
for completing_the
be

i sh
open-minded and ready to learn more to complement
what they received from this training. T wish to advise
you to always put what you were taughtinto practice so
that you don't forget,” Professor Fawehinmi charged
them.

for students to acq dust rience
in their respective ﬂl\npllnu by spending a minimum
of six months in relevant industrial outlets. “Your IT
period is a continuation of the academic work in
practical terms. The orientation is necessary to
acquaint students with the operational guidelines
g the scheme. Remember that your conduct

during the IT period may open doors for you as an
&mpln\u and also open door of mdn\lnal aitachment

Pmmwr,\n Iojachargedme students.

Ton Administrators
For NIPSS Confal July 8

3y Otikor Samuel
enior administrators from the rank of Senior
Assistant Registrars to Deputy Registrars, are
billed to attend a conference at the National
Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS), Kuru,
near Jos i e leeau State. The conference is under the
c Association of Nigerian Unives
rators (ANUPA)
Making the disclosure ata UniPort (mpler(om.ressof
the Association which held at the
Aud

is
hase heen selected to attend the important conf
She enjoined staff not captured in the central Dudget to
activate the vote for training in their respective Units or
Facultics to be part of the conference scheduled between
July8and 11,2019,

Other major_ highlights of decisions reached at the
Congress included presentation of a report on Account
Harmonisation Committee headed by Mr Kwamina
Orukotan. The findings and recommendations of the

e
Committee would be discussed at the next meeting of
ANUPA.

A’\’L’PA Chairman, Dr Ngeh (\murim],)
ud Vice Chairman, Dr Nnabuo
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he urgent need for new directions in music

education in Nigeria formed the main thrust of the

15" Annual Conference of Music Educators in
Nigeria (COMEN) which held at the Amatu Braide
Lecture Hall, University Park from Monday, May 13 to
Friday, May 17, 2019, The five-day conference had
“Africa-sensed Music
Education” as s theme.
Delivering the keynote
address entitled, Africa-
sensed Music Education
in’ Nigeria: Setting New
Paradigms and
Relevance for Nigeria in
the Global Music Space,
Professor an

¥ the B
Department of Music at <
the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka, stressed the need for a new paradigm shift in
it edicatin o dévelop e contentl ncthods,
theories and skills rooted in digenous music
practices.

“The theme of this conference underl

a growing
perception of the need for a paradigm shift from the
entrenched western educational processes perpetrated by
ed music educators in Nigeria up till now. On the
other hand, the theme raises a critical issue of relevance,
quvs'wmng the outcomes, hegemony and direction of the
cational content and methods. There is an
increa nL _vearmng and desire for ownership of the
educational contents processed in Africa,” Professor
Onyeji disclosed.

In the lead paper entitled: Towards the Decolonisation of
Education in Nigeria, one-time Acting Head of the

—— S

Rep of the V-G, Prof Fawelinmi (7 lef), COMEN President, Dr Loko, K cynote Speaker Prof Onyeji (r
Dean, Social Sciences and Chairman of the occasion, Prof Mmom and other

By Mercy Adeniji
and Letom Nnen
Declaring open the conference, Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Academic) Professor Hakeem Fawchinmi
the Faculty of Humanities, the Head of Department of
Music and other music i
conference in Port Harcourt. “We are happy |lmz rhu
conference is being hosted in the Univer
Harcourt. The theme of this conference is very |mmly,
because it would reverse our preoccupation with western
‘music which has been cmplmsistd for 0 long, while our
n indigenous music is relegated to the background. As
an ial University, ytops

Department of Music. Delta State University, Abraka, Dr
Arugha Ogisi, called on music enthusiasts to sponsor
upcoming music educatos d for
s to e inluded a cvery levl of education o enable
naturally gifted students to specialisc in the art. “Music

ique, knowledge-based, utilising,
entertaining. Our music must meet socictal needs and if it
does not, then itis useless,” Dr Ogizi stated.

Speaking curlicr, Prcsldun of COMEN, Dr ()lnsumho

e promotion of African indigenous music. e have s

duty to practically guide policy-makers, the organised

private sector and the gencral public on_the
frica-sensed

driver of growth and national development,” Dr Loko

right),
akeholders at the conference

said.
Also speaking, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences,
Professor Peince Mmom, commended the organiscrs for
dra\ung attention to Afrocentric music_education.

is a language of feeling and passion nd it
expr!sses our moods, feelings, emotions and nourishes
music, I believe that
ference will enhance the teaching of indigenous
in our schools,” Professor Mmom told the

ng Head of Department, Dr AdeOluva
Okumade, revealed that the University was. hosting
COMEN for the first llme in the Niger Delta. “Our
Department has been placed on the global map on
account of various academic and music-related
accomplishments, and we will strive to improve on our
record,” he said.

The cvent featured presentation of award to the Vice
(ham:ellor, Professor Ndowa, Lale, Daniel Okoh, Daniel
Wilson represented by Walter Anga, highlife veteran,
( hief Anthony Odili and Dotun Adelekan, represented by
Dr David Bolaji and Enitoun Iyalla, respectively

A total of 87 Pharmaci

Induction/Oath-taking ceremony of tlu' Facr ulty of l’hul maceutical 5uunu’\ on Friday, May

V) at the 8"

2019. Correspondent, LETOM NNEN, spoke to some of the Inductees on how they felt joining tlu'

Pharmacy profession. Please read on:

PRECIOUS GOSPEL

s a pharmacy graduate

from this University, 1

can boldly proclaim that
the quality of training we
received in the Faculty of
Pharmaceutical Sciences is one
of the best in the country and
Africa at large. The training was
of a very high quality that meets
global standards. I am very lucky that I came to this
University to study. I hope to specialise in Community
Pharmacy practicy is of great interest to me.
Today's induction was a thing of joy and I appreciate
God, my teachers and family on the success of the
ceremony.

VITALISUGWU

o be very sincere, the quali

rcccived in this University

nique and

et anywhere. The
Faculty imparted knowledge in
me and I am very proud to be a
graduate of the University of
Port Harcourt. By God's grace,
after my internship which I
believe will equip me with more
practical knowledge of how
drugs work, I hope to render
quality health services to the
society. Being inducted today as a Pnarmucm is what I
had longed for all through my post-secondary school
days. Tam very happy that my dream finally came true
instyle today with my induction as a Pharmacist.

of training 1

)

AMINABONYI

I enomeym i el
University was very wonderful, and if

prepared me to become a high flying Pharmacist. Wi
the knowledge I acquired from the Open Pharmacy
pracice1{eenlbaldlylzeyflat

cannot be compared to what
obtains in other universities. I
am proud of what is going on in
this institution. It has equipped
me as a Pharmacist with
knowledge to compete
favourably with colleagues
elsewhere in the profession. Ttis
a thing of joy that UniPort is
capable of giving this quality of
It is a long awaited academic
ed to render quality services t

G Gt
1 am poi

e

£ OYAKHIRE

El
he quality of training I
received in the Faculty
of Pharmaceutical

Sciences of this Universityis of
high quality and I am
satisfied with the training 1
received here. 1 have been
roomed

y character has been
mohled aml msuplmemsmled
me looking forward to
s«lvmg as mnny problems of

society as possible in my own little way. It was not easy
at all and I almost did not graduate with my set. I feel
greatand overjoyed to be among the inductees today.

he training I
received from the
Faculty of

Pharmaceutical Sciences
was really great. We were
taught everything we
needed to know about the
specialisation and our full
personality was also
developed. T have no regret
studying Pharmacy in this
University. I studied
Pharmacy so as to render
quality health services to
those with health challenges
and that is exactl at I am going to do. Being
inducted today as a Pharmausl makes me feel happy
and fulfilled as a professional.

SONIAJACOBS

AMEZHINIMAMAKIRI
received some of the very best training as a
Pharmaclsl in the University. We had excellent
urers who taught us well and equally directed

our pnh in life. T was
adequately trained and 1
am very glad to be a
graduate of the University

means that after my
internship, I am going to
pursue Masters and
Ph.D degrees to prepare for
academic life. Today is the
happiest day ever for me; it
is a day of joy. Today's
inducti was all my
efforts in the Pharmacy programme and my university
cation.

UNiPsr Ve
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Inaugural Lecturer, Prof Obafemi (arrowed) flanked by the VC, Prof Lale ((ri

Cont'd from Page 1

public and private property to make them more functional
and responsive to the changing needs of the people in a

¢ living organism, human settlements
everywhere continue to grow overtime and in the case of
urbumsm\ as cmes change and grow, the needs of the
s also change. To maintain and
i pro\elhelevelofhnbu:bnlmorlne:b ity of a city, the
services and infrastructure often provided by
governments and other stakcholders need to be regularly
reviewed to make them more functional and responsive,”
he recommended. Professor Obafemi listed the use of

ht), Registrar, Mrs Dorcas Otto and other Professors before the Lecture

Ohafemi Tasks Urhan Planners

stronger local communities that enhance the quali
ofallinhabitants.

mart_cities nclude geospatial mapp
rchnnl»glcs smlmg that “geospatial technology

The Professor of Geography,
explained that
i city is largely measured by objective and subjective
factors. He listed climate, cost of housing, quum, of the
: . S

health
il subjecive factors included pcnonnl and emotional
nflucnces such as e raditions

decision-making at different levels of planning and
execution of a 21" century compliant urban centres and
citi

The 158" Inaugural Lecturer advlsed the Nigerian
government to align tself with ¥ relevant

sed that several surveys on Musl Ln eable Cities
(MLC) and Least Liveable Cities (LLC) carried out by the
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) since 2008 had shown
that only Lugus met the imum cri for inclusion on
40 cities of the world.

organs of the United Nations for responsible management
of cities and urban centres. “There is need to fully identify
and participate in the annual campaigns like the New

“In 2011 when Lagos joined the globally-ranked cities, it
ranked third from the bottom for two consecutive years.
‘The best performance so far was when it occupied the 137

used to ‘modern tools
the geographic mapping and analysis of the e;
human societies.”

on lus comnbulions to knowledge, the 158" Inaugural
Lectur sed that one of his studies established that
woise pollution in the city of Port Harcourt varied over
land use ty]

noisiest. Such findings necessitated his recommendation
for the adoption of a sustainable and holistic approach to
attenuate noise impact on city dwellers.

In his remarks, the Vice Chancellor, Professor Ndowa
Lale, agreed with the Inaugural Lecturer on the need for
smart cities to evolve in Nigeria. He, however, noted that
the ghetto experience had inspired some inhabitants into
great creative works. Professor Lale further observed that
some of the soul-lifting music of the early 1960s and mid-
80s were composed and produced by musicians who

rth and

Urban Agenda (Agenda 2030), World Habitat

C

the World Cities Day, for

communities around the world to come together on this
important platform to learn and share best practices on
sustainable cities and their practices,” Professor Obafemi
submitted.

“Liveability which also used to connote habitability simply
refers o the degree to which a place issuitable or good or
v table or
comfortable a place is for living in or how abitable an
environment is he disclosed, Professor Obafem further
pointed out that liveable usually dri
urban planners who commit themselves to by

By Otikor Samuel
‘orried by the number of students who stay off-
campus against the backdrop of heightened
nsecurity in Ri State, the General
Overseer of Omega Power Ministry (OPM), Apostle
Chibuzor Chinyere, has pledged to build a hostel facility

The Man of God made the pledge when he paid a courtesy
visit on the Vice Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale, on
Wednesday, May 15,2019. The visit was preparatory to a
one-day mega-crusade under the auspices of the
Students' Union which held the following day to intercede

“I wish to commend the Vice Chancellor and his team for
me positive changes taking place in this University since

i ybody that you are a
lncuud and courageous leader and your good work is

V-G, Prof Lale (centre), flanked by I)V(‘Hdmml Prof Ogall (ight), Apostle Chinyere, DVC (Acad), Prof Funehinr, Regisirar,
Mrs Otto (Iefy), other Principal and Senior Officers of the University p visit

the
world from 2013 to 2015. By 2016, it dropped again to the
ion and thereafter, in the 2017 and 2018 global
agos further dropped from the second to the
at 139" position,” he explained.
Profestor Obafemi tocommended the adnpmm of the
smart city concept to develop Nigerian cities to be at par
with other global cities that generate revenues Sto thestate
coffers through tourism. He described a smart city as a
that uses and C
Technologies (ICT) pr

for |lur|'mxes of achieving

to improve both the qua
citizens' welfare.
He listed the predominant tools for urban planning in

ity of government services and

showing everywhere in this Unis Part of my visit
FEa 1t (1952 78 Cr | e it AT oo
administration is doing and also to ascertain where we
can help to support you, We are requesting a piece of land
0 build a befitting hostel that would accommodate some
of the students who are currently exposed to insecurity
outside the campus.

“OPM runs several programmes to reduce poverty and
ill-health in the land. We have been collaborating with the
University of Port Harcourt critical

“One thing we can take away from this lecture is that there
is no smart city in Nigeria, except probably Abuja with all
its distortions. So we are looking forward to such cities;

recreational space, proper ventilation, access to natural
vegetation and municipal services,” the Vice Chancellor
stated
He announced that Professor Sylva Kalu of the
Department of Marketing in the Faculty of Management
Sciences will deliver the 159" Inaugural Lecture entitled,
, Orie, Afo, Mm, in Perspective: Any Lessons for
Lunmu,wm Tim ¢ Lecture will take place at the
Ebitin Banigo Auditorium an Thareday, June 15, 2019 ¢
3:00pm.

on humanitarian_services result of his own
experience with grinding pmenv hefore God lfted i
up. “Twelve years ago, I was hopeless and homeless. I did
not even finish secondary school; so, having been e
with spiritual power with over 150 branches of OPM
worldwide and membership that cuts across all strata of
society, I decided to give everything back to glorify God. T
concentrate in helping the poor because I have been there
andknow wha they e going through nlfe.” hestated.
g, Professor Ndowa Lale expressed gratitude

M General Overseer for promising o build a

ity, “Th

heallh interventions amnngﬁ indigent people in society;
but built our
syt it qmuf ﬂm art medical equipment to
cater for those who cannot afford to pay expensive
hospital bills to access quality healtheare,” the General
Oz i

Apostle Cl

juring the courtes

great Man of God. Unlike some other preachers, you have
eudenll\ .mpme« positively on society through

d philanthropic activities that are widely
ackuov\ledﬂed, We will arrange for a e ity tour of your
il 1 8 from our_College of Health

nenllmm e dell\'&' lity. T am
also excited that you want to build a hostel for
our students. We will promptly provide a picce
of land, depending on the type of hostel you
want to build,” the Vice Chancellor assured
the General Overseer.
Professor Lale praised the President of the
Students' Union, v Sorbari and his
Executive for inviting Apostle Chinyere to the
University, describing the move as a
manifestation of responsible unionism. Acting
Dean of the Student Affairs Department, Dr
Otu Ekpenyong, had carlier stated that the
General Overseer was invited by the xmdun!
to rededicate the campus and the
Semester Examination to God. Prmclpnl

Officersalsoattended the courtesy visit.
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APPOINTMENT
Catherine Stanley, Department of
and Biotechnology,
utical Sciences, appointed
dcting Head of Department. The ear
appointment_which takes immediate effect will
terminate on May2,2021.
Dr a/uum.m Akadiri, Department of Oral and
Maxi al try, re-
app year
appointment which took m January 30,
2019 will terminate on January 29, 2021.
Dr mu,u fr[uwu Soroye,
Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, re-app
ar appointment
ate

tpunmz'nl. The two-yes
2019 will tern

which took effect from May 19,

on 2021,
RENEWAL OF CONTRACTAPPOINTMENT
DrAyuk Nchor, Department of Forestry and Wildlife
Management, Faculty of Agriculture, granted a one-
year Renewal of Appointment as Adjunct Senior
Lecturer, effective April 29, 2019 to April 28, 2
Frofesor Donatis Uvaly Department of rop and
Soil Science, Facult culture, granted a one-
year Renewal of Adjunct .1,qmuumm effective May

/dezi, Department of Pharmaceutical
md Lllmcal Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmaccutical
es, granted a one-year kmmw I of Adjunct

7, 2019 to

RESUMPTION FROMSTUDYLEAV
Dr Sylvester Afijegbe, Department of Cro
Science, Facu i
Study Leave, after completing his PhD Programme
in Agricultural Entomology in the Department of
Crop and Soil Science, Lincoln Univer
and, effec
th/mlu/mu Jike- ”m. Department u[ Agricultural
n, Faculty
FErmly s 5 e completing
her PhD Programme in Human Nutrition in the
Department of Home Science, Nutrition and
Dietetics, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, effective
March 1,2019.
EXTENSION OFSTUDY LEAVE
Mr Thomas Otobong, De]nrmunl of Phy
Faculty of Science, granted s nonth E\u'n\mn
7 et i e o G e o
period of submission of his final thesis and viva voce
of Liverpool, United Kingdom,
effective November 1,2018 to May
SABBATICALLEAVE
Dr Grace Robinson-Bassey, Department of Nursi
<linfen) G raictl o ey
ical Leave with Rivers State University, Port
ve February w, 2019 to February

PR

Dr mmml Oyakhire, Department nl \n.\(um\.
Faculty ic Medical Sciences, g

year Sahlmuml Leave with Pamo lvmmsq "ot
led ourt, effective January
.zum I'uul

he University of Port Harcourt Chapter of the
Association of Health Educators have
concluded plans to host the 24" Annual
National Conference of the Nigerian Association of
Health Educators (NAHE) between Wednesday, 12
and Friday, 15" June, 2019,
A statement by g Head of Department of
the Faculty
o, disclosed that the
AN Lecture Theatre,
Universiy Park, adding that delegates would arrive
2. The theme of the
" “losncs and Challenges in Contemporary Health
I be

institution are expected to present the lead papers.

S o2y S e
Rep of V-C, Prof Ogali (3" leff), flanked by Prof Chau (right), Principal Office
Dean, Fac of Humanities, Prof Shaka, Staff of FAD

By Letom Nnen

spart ofefTort aimed atequipping staffand stwdents

Ndowa Lale on Tuesday, May 14,2019,
the programme facilitator, Professor Du Chau of the
Brookhaven College at the Uni s, USA,
described his visit as part of a cultural exhibition tow to the
Department. He praised the University of Port Harcourt on
the numerous art works displayed on the campus, describi
it as proof of the skilful application of artistic knowledge m
staffand students of the Department.

T am really very happy to be here again and I am looking
forward to having the first African-American cultural
exchange exhibition in this University. After the exhibition,
we shall invite our Nigerian partners to an interchange

' of the University,
and others during the courtesy visit

i ican Museum in D:
Cultural Centre, holding from September 7 to October zn
2019, Professor Chau told his host.

Responding, the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration),
Professor Regina Ogali, who stood in for the Vice Chancellor,
commended Professor Chau for the choice of the University
for the exhibition and proposed exchange programme.
welcome you to the University on hehalf of the Vice
Chancellor, Professor Ndowa lale. It is good to partner
sholars from ather parts of the world Tor purposes of
exchanging ideas that would enrich our own programmes,”
sheremarked.

Earlier, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Professor Femi
Shaka, had commended Professor Chau for proposing the
collaboration. “I am happy to note that as part of his visit to
the University, Professor Chau would facilitate a one-week
workshop on ceramies desgn processcsfor staffand students
of the Department of Fine Arts and Design.” he observed.
Professor Chau was accompanied on the courlesy byDr
Festus Uzzi of Olabisi Onabanjo University.

Chemistry Has Potentials To Accelerate
National Growth, Says Ahaye

By Ethel Timi-Johnson

s the central science, Chemistry is a powerful tool

that can serve as a catalyst for the overall

scientific and industrial development of Nigeri
This was the position canvassed by the Head of
Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry, Professor
Ovi Abaye. He made the declaration in a presentation to
mark the 2019 International Year of the Periodic Table of
Chemical Elements (IYPT2019) at the Amatu Braide
Lecture Hall, University Park on Thursday, May 23,2019,
DLy i lecture entitled: The Periodic Table
jointly organi e Rivers State Chapter of the
Chemical :uumv o ngulx and the University's
Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry, Professor
Abaye described the Periodic Table of Elements as a
powerful tool for rauunzlmng the different potentials of

It deseribes. the atomie pmperhes of every known
chemical element oncise format, including the
atomic number, atomic mass and relationships between
the elements. The information contained in the Periodic
‘Table allows scientists to ascertain how elements are put
together atomically,” Professor Abaye said. He added that

the history of the Period Table was tied to noble
scoveries in Chemistry and the Sciences in general.
‘The Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration), Professor
Regina Ogali, who represented the Vice Chancellor at the
lecture, disclosed that the IYPT 2019 afforded
participants an opportunity to reflect on the many aspects
of the Periodic Table, including its history, role of women
in research, global trends and perspectives on science for
sustainable growth. “I am glad that the Chemical Society
of Nigeria is not left behind in the celebration of the 150"
Anniversary of this great feat,” she said.
In his remarks, Chairman of the Rivers State Branch of
the Society, Professor Charles Obunwo, revealed that the
United Nations declared 2019 as the International Year of
the Periodic Table and the Centenary of the International
Union of Pure and Applied Chemists. “Toda
marks the first of a series of activities mapped out by the
Society for 2019. It is expected that budding Chemists in
our midst will come to terms with the beauty of Chemistry
and appreciate its significance in nature and human
development,” he told the gathering that also comprise
students and other stakeholders.

o~ . A 3 3
DVC Admin, Prof Ogali (middle), flanked to the left by Profs Obunwo, and Abaye (right), DVC (Acad)

rof Hakeem Fawehinmi and participants at the lecture

UniPar 0% e
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Men could forget the los

of their fathers

more rapidly than that of their property
NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI
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Stakeholders Task PUTOR On High
impact Public Healtncare Research

By Otikor Samuel

‘ealth experts and other stakeholders have charged
the newly-launched Africa Centre of Excellence in
Public Health and Toxicological Research
OO s DO A D
effective healthcare delivery. They

h) ™
World Bank to further boost research aimed at tackling
publcfcantYebailay= sl Nigerafand foopabymicg
African countrie oke at the formal launcl

PUTOR at the Eviimt Banigo Auditorium on Friday, Mav

DXtiEsiugthelkepuate st sesiii et bl it and

Environmental Sustainability: A Right Step on the Journey
back to Eden, Regional Cnmmumwnennh Manager of the

Shll Petroleun Developm

Akinwumi Fajola, decried igc

I b Ia DR O

cmumm m

ating o effective primary healtheare

“The v\,mn Health Organisation measured the overall

ed N
Chie e e
Nigeria beats only four countries to the ‘coveted bottom
position'—the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central
African Republic, Sierra Leone, and Myanmar. Of these
(G T B (6rils Gl b w0 o
recovering from conflict: e partially causative
poor health Indices”the keynate speake disclosed.
la, h F h

DrFa
initiated some steps through the Basic Health Care
Provision Fund with emphasis on primary health care
aimed at changing the narrative.

Onhow PUTOR could become successful in a resource-poor
operational environment, Dr Fajola_enjoined the

sustainability consisting of co-ownership, capacity building,
collaboration, monitoring and evaluation, commercial
IR e selace (cte piony

“PUTOR gives us the audacity to dream for a cleaner,

my ca

i
difference in our world is not nlwa)s about resources but

LR: CL, Dr Ogaj, D Fajol, Mrs Oto, Eteinus Prof Briggs, V-C, Prof Lale and Prof Etebu

ATOR

s iare ol he) ndlaglncedec:
importance that we learn to use av:
Wity more with loss, This requires new thinking, he
said.
In his goodwill message, Minister of
Health, Professor Isaac Adewole, who was
represented by Dr Peter Olufemi, said the
launch of PUTOR would strengthen the
health sector to deliver quality healthcare
services to the people.
“The Federal Ministry of Health is striving
to stamp out the bleak health indicators for
which sub-Sahara African countries are
known. Additional sources of funding,
other than the budget lines such as the
Basic Health Care Provision Fund are
SEELD o is full
and strategic

In his address, the Vice Chancellor, Professor Ndowa Lale,
r the opportunity to host two Affica Centres

T e L e e LU S T
ji froma

ks Comre e e BEirs e e e
to

This Iy what defines our anigueness a5 a Unlversity
Professor Lale noted.

Emeritus Professor Nimi Briggs who chaired the event,
expressed happiness that the University had, once again,

Sciences are particularly happy at this cheering news.

and_productivity, so PUTOR, no_doubt, will impact

peopl ."Emcmus

tre Leade:

poslgndunkc e
adequately trained personnel

rees in environmental health and toxicology in sub-
Sabaran Africa He recalled that the Centre came into
existence in November 2018, pledging quality leadership to
realise the dream.
Guests who presented goo essages at the launch
e s Cuataern Bayelsa Medical University,
Professor Ebitimi Etebu, representative of the Vice
Chancellor of Covenant University, Ogun State, Professor
Emeka Iwela, ledical Director of Rivers State
Hospital Management Board, Dr Kenneth Okagya,
Director of Medical Services, Rivers State Primary Health
Care Department, Dr Nduye Briggs, Centre Leader of the
Africa Centre of Excellence for Technology Enhanced
ety o (6 W] Gy Gty o7 (i
(NOUN), Professor Mohammed Abdul Deputy
Centre Leader, ACEPHEN, University of Malavi, John
Mponda.
omm erelthcermanentioesronny JRivesksiae

ry of Environment, Dr Emmanuel Urang;

me State House of Assembly Comniltics on

| Dolicies geared towards securing ine
eritical segments of the population,” the
Minister's representative stated,
ChEET O W Bl (2 G

Hon Christian Ahiakwo; Zonal Head,

i O Spill Detection and Response Agency
(NOSDRA), Cyrus Nkangwung, representatives of the
Standards Organisation of Nigeria, Dr Omolara Okunlola
and NAFDAC, Dr Abimbola Adegboye, including ACE-
CEFOR Centre Leader, Professor Ogbonna Joel.

| ZA } E l i
A group photograph of Principal officers, dignitaries and other participants at the PUTOR lauch
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