Chancellor Mourns Slain
UNIPORT Students

r I Yhe horrendous murder of four students of the University has continued

to attract wide-spread condemnation from well-meaning Nigerians,
who are appalled by the gorv nature of the incident that drew global
attention when it was uploaded on the You Tube social media, reports Williams

By Williams Wodi
ro-Chancellor and Chairman of the
Governing Council. Rev (Dr)
Walter Eneji. has commiserated

with Tamilies of four studenis of the
Umniversity, who were murdered by an irate
moh at Omuokiri community in Aluu clan
on 5" October.

In a statement made available to
UNIPORT Weekly, Rev Eneji who decried
whai he deseribed as the mindless killing of
students of the University, however. called
for maximum restraint by all sides to allow
law enforcement agencies apprehend amnd
speedily bring the suspects to book. He
expressed satisfaction that some persons
have so far been arrested and charged io
court for their alleged involvement in the
gruesome murder of the students, hoping
that others who may still be at large would
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For Restraint On
Omuokiri Killing

Staff, Students Of Safety
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be similarly made to face
the long arm of the law,

“1 am very saddened by the
wicked act im which four
promising voung students
of the University were
tortwmred and
subsequently burnt to
death in a most callous
manner in Omuokiri
comminity, Whatever
magnitude of crime
alleged against the
students should have
been reported to law
enforcement agencies,
rather tham people
taking the laws of the
land inte their own
Cont'd on p6

? Read UNIPORT Weekly Online at www.uniport.edu.ng
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The Right To"

Be Di

By Williams Wodi

ochal acriviem That 5 @ndharad on 1he need o
e Tremtbers of Wuman frecdom has a di
angestry That dates far bevomd Thonas Palne and his
inmums book entithed: The Rigines of Man. The man of self
propelied principles is wsmally torn between standing alone
in timies of orisis, while a6l claming membership of the
wnchery e appases. Tharein les the dilemma of the socisl
crwsader. Fven Prespers had do fnd his own Man Fridsy in
thr Meakrsprarran theui!
In times of crinm., the path of beasl resisiaior is 1o dress up
platitmides in voper clothing, bt personsl principle consot
e win emd bn ihemaelves as they appesl to ofher varishles
Thint may be wabs par limsdied cantral, To o mebodramati
charscier, everviking coulid be either morally ack ar all
white. As we all knew, ek 5 asally Tagged 11
samiew hivy in-balweyn
I vims of @ncortaimiy, oo and wonsen of asgestismed
values take & stamd that may wol ecessarily  phesss
everyhady. For instance. those in positions of autherity
must make painful decisions that may mot be palatabie to
s poople. Bat & ksder has an abiding respons (R
mak rhat decivien i the overriding inferest and happiness
of the grestor member of people. That was exactly what the
Vice-Chancellor did em the Moer of Scnate as the
appeinting suthority of positisns in the University.
i ok mads barbecus ol foar energetic vosmg
tmrmed wwl ts he studemis of the Universin
Lirl meighbourheod In Alne clan, nebssdy
thosght that the situation woualid e am viny il lbim bo
mamage by even e mist gifted eanfliol
resslatien cuperte. As was to be expecied. I resubied in an
encircling chsos thatl sfected the rales of vagagement and
euslalelinbsrd polatbmships
Friday o Tessdey afternson of the pory imcident, the
University swiberiiies were in fuoll comirol and
consulistions with relevant stakeholders; but when
vheamnts of the Satbepal Associatien of Ngerian Sidemns
(™A NS), Wikl their eqguation, there was trashle o
parsdise! N ANS, po friends of due process und officislkdsm.
became am incomprebensible ahstraction in the equation.
Faor alibough the Athemians, wha fwthered mosdern
demscracy disapproved of e that was devodd of direct
Imvolvemest in ralershilp, students most realise that thes
have te graduste el before becoming beaders. The pstent
dangers of meh rule may have jastified Themans el

frar of anarchy and wild natare in pro-sate configaratsom

vi, Ihe gosvernmenl appears (o be bovieg
lemparary pesce by the ol ides of povieg
en-mblitants to secure the oll pipeline, However,
there are many umasswersd questions that the
iramsaction has befl unanswered;
I Is thiere & limit to the naniber of ex-militants in
a community that would be given the contracl or would
& particular warlord mow lord it over all the sther
militants. Again. will there be a tme lmit on the teaare
ol the warksrd iurned pipeline protection comlracisrs?
» 5 Will today's mon-militants in & community
remain Law -abidimg and impoverished, while se-called
ex-militanis gt wealihy from the effort of & comman
agitation’
L Wl there b o gaog wirTure and rivaleies o
displace thew carrenily enjoying the lucralive plpcline
com 4
&
EoVErnment F
wul of eas om
how te solve o,
wl benst, allend to
the isane of secwring
lives and properiy?
5 IT the
EOVErn

erent

aill pavw e mmdll Follow erabip.

As we all know, reedom is both positive and sctivist =1 the
samir Uimwe, Habbes, hsweyer, worrbid himsell v me ond oo
havw: peispeler ¢ b prodected Tram theniselves amd athars in
ithe evircise af thelr freowlll, The congeering e
meeniality of some university studenis these dovs =
becoming a combustible equation on many campuses. The
virrtical medsie of stedents and vouths that tosk ever thi
[T R i Es Haad o6
ewwnisryalling campulslon agalnst the besi clleris of fhe
Umiversity asthoridies (o manage o highly cembuastible
vitmation sn that grisly Twesdiy aliermoon,

There have Bseen several reactions (e the crisls simoe than
Resctimg to his suspenalan @ Actisg Mesd of iha
Departmment of Philssophy by the Viee -Chanocller, Dy
Amdrew Efemind believed that be oaght 16 by commomded
rather ihan being com el far ks ellort e contain Dhe
irmte siudents, wha Ilnier unbeashed the same vasdslism
Wi ¢ Rabiiird T b prilasblingg apalnet, Sid liaw o w e
kmochiod ol & right in an ef
compubion. When | finally had a chance o speak with Dr
Efrmini ket Toesday, be vwas onderstandably anhappy
wiith my imterpretation of the Vice-Choncellor's stutement
wl T Masor of Senare,

He did mot like my mapisterkal opindon that descritved his
action om the East™Wesl Hoad as “mabrocoming of
lectwrer™. | sl ohjected to his attempt to bring me o the
cemire of the (hmsokiri incideat which we both agreed is be
meary sbgnificant than any of us, Wi have sinoe papered
over our disagreement which was masily confingend is
mroradty, rather than a calciliied elMort v ran sy bedy

bicams 3

o iranslate consont nls

sl ’ :
v Efemimi fright) fn g warm-hearted clat with Edivor of UNIPORT Weekly, Williams Wodi

dowm. | hope thoi Dr Efemini wosld be pacified by my
simtement that the Vice-Chancellor did sel wse the exact
wards | aniribated tm him.

Bait a5 an Editar, the ridles af gale-knping permil ose 1o
dvpand, cantract and clarify statemenis. That B stamdard
practice in journalism which space comsdraints wonld noi
allow me to Further explain. | leave it at that for the sake of
piace and leng-standing fricedship. Lot me sdd (hat in
mnderm Public Relatbums prae
comhbatani in & conllkci slinaib & maaraget Cannsi by
diverced from the niessage in a charped sination. | rest my
ca

Iir Efemimd has Insisted than bis inbervention sayed the day
o e EsatWesl Rowd. Bt eves the rosd 8s hall §s paved
whith gosd Identlon teo! Thel wes whet ihe Vi
ley mdvising him agsing cndsngering his
life im il exercive of lis freewill. The betiom lse is Uiis; be
was free to advertive his grievasces. Dy Efemini was once 8
Famimiid By comduciir, ai alse teak sver the sdise

-, @ upekiuman B alie 8

U lameellur e

Fast/Wist Boad last Jamuars o probess arbs
im the pamp prices of petroleam predocss. On both
orcmsinns., nobody prescribed a2 dict of oaboolated
indifference for him. The Gondian Insf mest be im
somwithdmg that was abtributed o hio by soms ellow in ihe
Frisa. Wish he had refuted sames mmsedistedy e et ihe
reswrd sirudghi?

I agree with Dr Efemini that “the University meeds healing
amd prace amd formaley™. As for his “iessiesce that the
View={ hangellor showld come i the e Romd s fhusi
o | lemve thet e him and ihe

W e Feasis

the stwdends can lenvi.,,”
geacral pilslis

Ex-militants And Security Of Oil Pipelines

By Alphonsus Anusicm
mint settbes oil pipeline vandals, how would it seithe
those whis buy the products, who will be thrown sut of
jobv il the arrangements stop oil thelr™ Wiall they nol hire
pipetine vandals at 2 higher cost?
The rool camse of Nigerias problem & the I
corruption which is brazenly perpetrated by the
privileged few, who no matter the number of pancks and
probes, are ever resdy lo ribbish any sutcome of sech
panch snd probes. We necid aot give examples. This
leads to serbous deprivation and almse of the sellering
manses, whe lsck employment and have ne way of
varning & legitiniwte Hving. 'A huagry man is an angry
man’, | believe thal, wl least, ninely per ceml of those,
wha have guaranteed dally bread will find liode or no
timsi 10 b vanadalizing pipelines,
The truih is the youths of Niger Delia as well as
thecir commterparts clsewhere, find themseyves deprived
and margimaliced that the oil bunkerers find them a
wirful toal in their business. Aller all, whal perceniage
of the loat do the ‘vandals' get compared fo thase of the
SPORMITY.
Ruther tham continue to pgonize, let me proffer ssme
smppesiions a5 to what povernment should leok inie
rather ihan glorily ing militancy that will have me end.
L The so=culled contrect momey (call it
wetilement money ) shoulil e used in bmproving life in
these ol palluted communities thresgh messive
Imfrastructural develospmen.
2 Mare jobs should be erested with ihe
setilement fand by emiploving voeuths inio the Police
Force and ather secarity agencles, since it appears rhat

these established security agencies are short of
manpawer and cannal cope wilh the corrend problem.
By sa doing, those employed will be under 3 disciplined
agency and perform their fonctions snder strict
supervision.

kR The government and oifl companies should
serioasly consider selling wp mini or meeoalight
refimeries af strategic locations in  ail-producing
communities. This would cmpley vouths in the
cemmunitics.  The government might consider the
Bialra model in the estaldishment of such relimeries,
Thin will mot only provide comploymsonl bat generste
commereinl activitles to e bencfit af the communities.
Uhis will be & more permanest srramgemant @b
‘rikking' ex-milltanis that would gemerate more
militamis snd make the povernment and sil companies
rum aud ol “brilse” memey i the long rms.

Professar Aumstem is a retired Chewsisa  from  ihe
Laiversity
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Chancellor Mourns

Slain UNIPORT

Students

Cont'd from pl
latest round of condemnation came
Chancellor of the University, His Majesty, D¢

I'he from
Wiwera Alolu Meni I'r.l.|r I, the (Ma Akran of
Hadagry in Lagos State. The roval father, who made
known his disapproval of the mob action that
resulied in the death af the students in a condolence
letter i addressed 1o the Viee-{ hancellor thi oiigh
his Special Adviser on Political and Media, Elder
WMike Whetade, decried the rising acts of impunity
that hael engulfed the natien in recent times,

Commiserating with the Pro-Chancellor, Rev (D)
Walter Encji and the Viee-Chancellor, Professor
Josepl Ajlenka, on the mob action that cavsed so
much anguish around the world, the Chancellor
condemned what he deseribed as “the groesome
murder of the foar students of the University that
took place at (hmuokiri community in Alun clan,
ane af the hosi communities of the Instliaion®™, The

Dateline

Obha, who
regretted that the
killings happencd
al & time when the Federal
Govermment was doing a lot to
tame insecurity im parts of the
country, commoended the awthorities for shutting
down the University as a direct response (o the
heightened Insecurity, hoping thai
normalcy would soon return to the neighbouring
communitics for full academic activitics to resume,

I'he Chancellor, who conveyed the sy mpathy of the
gond people of badagry Kingdom io the stall and
students of the University and ithe bereaved
Tamilics, pras ol Almighty Cead to grant them the

state of

fortitude to bear the monomontal loss that has
impacted negatively on the image of the University
and Aluw clan fallowing the incident

The (iba Abran alve wved the opportunity to appeal
1o the howt communitics of the L niversity to initiate
confidence-buailding measures that would create a
cuanducive Jlﬂ]il\llllrrr Far stall and students of the
University 1o contimue 1o live in a harmonbous
relationship in their midst without fear ol
malesiation. He alo pleadod 1o security agencies o
imcrease survelllance and intelligence gathering
elforts around “igerian wniversities to safeguard
lives and property.

V-C, Prof ; Iffenka

By Obinna Nwodim

Torts aimed at stimulating high level

research among stafl and students have

continued to vield impressive resulls as
the University of Port Harcourt took overall 3
position at the just-concluded 5% Nigerian
Universities Hesearch and Development Fair
(MURESDEF) 2012 held at the Federal
University of Technology, Akure last month,
The ten member contingent that represented the
University at the Fair was led by Professor
Gregory Avwiri of the Department aof Physics,

S NTPORT Sfitrng

Speaking te UNIPORT Weekly,
penultimate Friday,

Profess
or Avwiri said that the
Team exhibited a total of nine items from the
Faculties of Engineering. Science and the College
of Health Sciences. adding that apart from taking
overall 37 position, the Institution also took 3™
position in University Award category in the Life
Sciences and Medicine,

He alse disclosed that twoe researchers from the
Department of Pharmacology im the Faculty of

UNTPORT delegution
to the Resegrch Fair
farrovwed), Team [eader,

Truser: Frems exhibited at the Fair

Basic Medical Sciences, also took 3™ pasition in
the Individual Award in the Life Sclences and
Medicine category for thelr wark which facused
on the Effeces of Alwe Vera Plus on
the Liver: A

Pharmacovigi
lance Study in Rars, while two
other researchers from the Department of
Human Anatomy won the 3 Individual Award in
ihe Life Sciences and Medicine for developing a
software tool for Facial Analvsis.

Professor Avwiri said thai the experience gained
at the Fair was both interesting and challenging,
noting thai “it would help us improve on our
capability to organize future Rescarch Fairs
Having made some impact at the Nsukka Fair in
2011, the Unmiversity has become a research-
intensive Institution to be reckoned with in terms
of quality and quantity™. He stated that with the
eaperience gained at the event, the University
Research Fair Committee was now  betber
prepared for the Second UNIPORT Research
Fair and Conference scheduled for February,
2003, calling on researchers, both stall and
stwdents, to avail themselves of the opportunity (o
showcase thelr research works at the event.

(Mher works exhibited at the Falr were:
Improvised Byrant's Traction in Treatment of
Neamatal Femoral Fractures; Electricity
Production from Brewery Waste Usfmg Water in a
Dual Chamber Microbial Fuel Cell; Growth of
Chlorella on Flue Gas; Production of Liguid
Fertilizer awd Production of Hydvo-phonies
Culture Solution by the Institute of Petrolenm
Stwalies (150, as well as Stvafies on Wosre fo Wealih
Generation: Water Hyacinth Revources Poteniial,
It would be recalled that during the last edition of
the Fair held at the University of Nigeria, Msukka,
the University of Port Harcourt! took 5° position,
The MNigerian Universities Research ands
Development Fair (NURESDEF) is organized by
the Migerian Universities Commission (MUC) to
encourage research activities among stafl and
students in Nigerian universities.
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By Ethel Timi-Johnsen

w it mation continues to battle the
ruving Meods ihai have displaced
many communiiles inm over 20

States of the federation, the Cemtre for
Diswster Risk Management and
Development Stwdies (CHRMDS)L savs it
has successfully completed work on il
pag-expecicd Weather Observatory
bainsed i the Deparinient of Coogrujphy
wnid Environmental Managemsest (GEM).
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Campus/View

Speraking to [NIPORT Weekly on the
developmuent last Tuesdas, Director of the
Ceatre, Prolessir Samie] Arakoyil, bl
that the Dbservitory which alse comprises
an Awbematic Weather Station (AWS)
would emable the Centre to acouraiel
forecast weather conditions through
msnilering several parameters, including
raim  wvolume, hamidity, temperatore,
wimal-chlll, dbow pabnt, best indey and wind
directban. He commended ihe Natlonal

Capital Campaign Donors Get Appreciation Letters

niversity Advancement Centre (UAC), hax commenced the publication
of mames of staff, whe made generous dongtions fe the Universify's
Capital Camprign which way lawnchked in June, 2006, This token of
appreciation is fo encourage staff, who are yet to make contributions v imbibe

thee spirit of phitanchropy.
164 Ephraim C, Abah Wice- Chancellors Office |
165 Ogha Amabebe Wice- Chancellors Office
166 Bir Chukwuneye &madi Vice- Chancellors Office
167 Mwenonds Amads Wice- Chancellors Offiee
168 Mirs. Esther Chioru Wice- Chancellors Offlce
169 M Saturday C, Enyindah Wice- Chancellors Office
170 Bliss Juliat Igbere Wice- Chancellors Office
171 Mir Loveday lgwe Wice- Chancellors Office
172 M Exekiel Mwarcke Wice- Chancellors Office
173 Mrs, Cecillin Nwala Wice- Chancellors Office
174 Mii. Grace Nwals Vice- Chancellors Off lce
175 Lawrence B, Nwibanaka Wice- Chancellors Office
176 Mir. Chingdu, N. Omodu Wice- Chancellors Office
177 Francisca Osuagwu Wice- Chancellors Office
178 Mrs. George Comfort, Talibo Vice- Chancellors ':.'"'E-E
179 Udeorah, 5.F Wice- Chancellors Office
180 Caroling, N, Umesiobi WVice- Chancellors Office

hiFs amd stakcholders i the mine

comimnnithis af Alas Clas, have

repssured the University of Port
Warcourt of the salety of stafl and
stmdents resbdent i thelr communitics,
They lamented the unfortunate incdent
af 5 October, im which four students were
oruelly Killed by a muh, stating that from
unfolding investigations by secwriiy
agenls s far, the act was carriod oul by
mon-Alun indigeaes, conirary e wides
spresd speculstisss (hal painted Alus in
tesel izt im amad swiside the coumtry,
I'he Aluy Clan gave the reassaramce when
the Yice-Chamoellor, Professer Joseph
Ajlenka, led & delegation of Semlor
THTicers on a stakeholders’ mecting with
the commanities peaultiimate Friday o
(hmahuwa, Alea, regretting ihsl ihe agly
imchdent which tosk them by surprise was
capable of deating the existing cordial
relationship between the University and
Al which is one of its host communities.
Speaking through Mr Gershon Beason,
the Clun recalled that “UNIPORT has
Wrasght development Lo our people amd
commiunitbes. Same of our chibdren gt the

To be coni'd next week

$ Installs Weather Observatory To Monitor Flood In N'Dela

Emergemey Manngement
(NEMA) for succesfulls
towards the project, promisieg that the
WS weald be of immense benefil (o (he
Centre in its bid to predict food in the
COAITTTY.

Disclosimg thal summary of daily and
manthly weather records are  now
avallable st the Centre, Professor
Arokoyu, whes ssicd ihai ibe curresi
Nuoding was & funciion of climate change,
explained thal the Centre was committed
to cupacitv-building, troiming of experts,
who cam ischie rising envirenmental
chillempes through plicy formalaticn spd
aflvocacy. “We have participated in
several mlvecasy mectligs b the MNiger
Delin with SEMA, following predictions
of the erises that millions of sar country
men amd wonsen now [Ece ad @ resull of the
devastating fload™, he said,
recimmending that the Gavermment must
pul bn place mesaures that would wlleviaie
the sullerings of (he mavaes belore siich
sitwintioms got wul of hand.

Stressing that the Centre aba provides
information
amd data em
risk amd,
disapster
HENAEemeni
by Eowcrmmenl
and related
apencies, the
Direcior lisied
dredging
tributarirs and
bullding =f
mare dams on
the Rivers Niger and Bemue, a5 proactive

hgency
coniributing

measures that womld Torestall
reacenrTence of Meods in the conntry

MHe maied thai ihe dama woakll
cncanraEe inorc agricaltioril aetlvities and
dry sedson Tarming, which would B e
result im more food prsduction for the
citirens. “Ax part af cfforts simed ot
comiributing our cupertise, the Uenlre is
sl planning an internationn] conforenor
on managing disssters associsted with
Neoding in the casvial sreas of the conmiry
that are prome s Meoding awd sther
malwral disasters. The conlercice wouakl
featuwre policy flormulation and
cuyperience-sharing sessions with
couniries that kave superienced similar
natural divavtiers”, e sidded.

Siatling thal the averall goal Wi 1e make
the CDRMDS a lesding Centre of
Excellemce for rmisk and disaster
management in Africa, a visibdy dlated
Director, whe disclesed that the Centre
wans ready to gradusie her first batch of the
rraleasiisnnl Sauicr tll‘“rl'\' [T A s
in [Hsasier Mansgemenl, noted hai
new sludents waould

AW

admissian of
COMIMETCE SHH1L

e cather Mtation
T Prr.l_f Irakepn

Aluu Communities Assure Staff, Students 0f Safety
.. As V-C Calls For Return To Better Days

By (Mikor Samue!
privilege of attainimg university education
hecsuse one was sited just im owr
neighbaurhoond, regrel amd
comdemn whal happeasd on the outskire
ol Uk, which s sccupbed mesily by
stramgers ., He observed with dismay thst
the incident which was neither
masterminded nor corried omt by
indigenons reshdents had painted Alwe
prople in bad light.

“We want (o relterate sur position tat
wperatives shauld carry  owi
tharsagh nvestigations to fsh oul thess
behind the ugly acl: we are sore thal a
thorswgh investipation wonld cxonerste
Alua communities because we abbor
spilling of human blesd. We see thes
mardered students 52 sur awn children
Wiha knew whini ihey waalel hive beoams
in fwtwre? They would have contributed

T T

RECUrInY

towards the growth of sur communities
when they would hove remembered that
they had once Mved In our midsi®, the
people said, condoling with the bereaved
Tamily for their unfortunais ases,

Thiey restatad thelr call on ihe Fedoral
Lepvernment and the Nigeria Palice (o
cilablish am effective secarity station o
ensure safery of residemts in the area,
praising the Vice-Chancellor for his
maturity in handling the wnfertunste
incident. “We salute von for responding
appropriately to the condemnible
killings; wyour pronouncements show
maturity. You are truly a statesman”, they
sabd, counting the adverse economic
effects of the closure of the University on
their traders, who depend mosthy on the
patronage of siall and stedents of the
Unilversity far thelr livelihsod

Earlicr in kis speech, ihe Vice-Uhancellor,
Professor Ajienka, had said that the visio

was aimed al peiting reassurance lirom
the Alum host commumnities that staff
and stmdents would be safe to retwrn to
live in their midst. sympathizing with
them om the negative publiclty which
the wgly Incldent camsed them,
Professor Ajienka appealed 1o the
communitics not to allow the roles
played by a former President of the
Smdent Union of the University, Mr
Rihsimo Oworkhive, to canse disaiTection
among them as be tonk slides with the
stmdents during the profest against ihe
killimgs, despite being an indigene of
Alus. He wrged contimued munsal
relationship between the twao
communifics to heal the wounds hat
were imflicted by the gory killing of the
four students both on the
and the commpmity.

University

Wol 11, Mo 7
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n an era when
maost Migerian
gruduates roam

the streets im search
ol Aaf-evistent
white collar job, =
Towrth vear
student of the
Department Crop
and 3ol Science in
the Faculty of
Agriculimre,
Elizabeth Ilgoma,
has commenced
practical
implementation of
classroam theery
by swming =
snailery.
Igoma, who
spoke with
UNIPORT
Weekly last
Twesdavw,
disclosed that
PF“P&I'*'IW'\ far
her emireprencurial ambition, she otilieed the practical
skills gained from one of her conrses to establish a snail
furm, sdding thai “the farm i doing very well. | actually
started with five smails in August last year, now | have over
400 of them within one vear,
“My dream about snmilery is that 1 want to go into it os e
business. | am looking at a situation where | can raise
ot 50000 snails in a vear tosell o individuals and o jor
hatels and also provide employment to peaple. | wani to
be an entreprenear in Agriculiure,” she said, adding that
a Year Two course AGF 200, 1—Farm Practice, tanghit hy
Dr Brilliant Agaviezar fired her interest in
enlreprenswrship.
“After the course, | was excited because 1 actually saw
haw the snails, which we raised for three months, grew, 1
was equally fascinated by the fact that the feeds were not

Dr Agoviezor.. er lecturer

By Obinna Nwodim

n the past three weeks, the University of Port
Harcourt has undergone challenging times as a result
af the gruesome murder of four of s students al
Omuokiri community in Aluw clan, The incident was
Tollawed by the destruction af praperly in the cammupnity
by aggrieved students and sundry eriminal elements, whis
atfempled to exploit the sad situation.
It is still mat clear what transpired ss law enforcement
agemcies are handling the matter with a view to
unraveling the cawse(s) of the incident and speedily
bringing perpetrators of the dastardly act o boak. Mo
doubt, the incident has dealt a serfous blow on the
Mossoming relationship the University had with its host
communities since it was established in 1975, 1t is obwvious
that establishment of the University
has rubhed-off positively
omn the host COEI
ities. Imagine s VLR
L hoe e i.lll "L.i conmnuw
milies would have
heenm without t h e
University. The loss
afl Tomr promisin
g NMigerinns wanld ot
be Torpoiten in a hurry.
Il brought heavy grief
authorities
University
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only cheap, they are alse easy fo come by, |
discovered that 1 could do it on my own. 1 Felt
poing inlo snail ferming
will be goad.,” she
ciplained, adding that
*Anails are expensive; il is,
therelore, a very lucrative
hasiness and | know some hotels that are actually leoking
Tor snails in very large gquantities. I 1 eould raise up o
5,000 im the next
few vears, 1 will
make a ot of

moency and
become sell-
emploved.”

Dschoshivg that she woild have established her own farm
in the next 10 vears, lgoma said “my dream is to focus on
three areas of Agriculiure namely: mushrosm rearing.
pipry and smailery. | am o Crop and Sail Scicnee student; |
have s mushroom farm teo.  Ten vears fram now, my
mishiroom Garm, snailery and pigry would be doing very
well, If 1 get o picce of
lamd, 1 hope o cultivate
maize lo.”

Igoma, who attributed
her swecess so far o her
paremts' support, said
that “my father has been
encanraging me with the
provisiom of imitial
cupital,” stating that *ifl
am epporfune s have
external support, | will g
far and | would like to
cipand the farm (o
inchude maize cultivation,
I 1 sell produce from my
smailery, 1 will acquire a
piece of land for my maize
larm in the mext farming
SEASIEI,

and families of the dead students, This resulted in the
declaration of a seven-day mourning period in honowr of
the slain siudents and ihe indefinite suspension of
academic activities in the University,

The death of these students calls lor serious allention 1o
security of lives and preperly around cur umiversity
campuses. It ks obvious that there is a lot to be done about
effective securily nol only in the University of Port
Harcourt, bat all ather tertiary institutions in the coumtry,
A community of over 30000 students needs improved
security to safepunrd their lves sad property. It s
commaon knowledge that ever the vears, the University
authorities hove grappled with threats to security,
ranging fram robbery to cultism. The
murder of = these students has re-
awakened
up the T b securify system
i ? M imperative
beca wige for
prop or bearmimg
and research 1o
take d place,
ther » ; [
nee ] d d for a
peac eful
nomd secure

L] 3 i i |
Prof Julins Okujie, NUC, Executive Secretary

CampusMetro

Lourth Vear
Student Nevelops

: I Want To Be An Entrepreneut

By Humphrey (gu
Dr Asaviezor, who
natedd that lpema's business inclination is in line with the

Absn speaking, the course lecturer,

carrent administration’s entrepreneurial vision,

commended the student for applving the skills scquired in
the course AGF 200, 1; Farm Practice, expressing jov that
ame of his students & already practising what she learnt in
hiis classroom.

|
Elizabeth lgoma

atmosphere,

Mo University in the world provides 100 per cemt
pecommadation for ils students and siall. Universities
have to establish a harmonbous relationship between stall,
students and their host communitics Tor - moieally
beneficial purposes. It s also instruciive to note that
government's stance on the building of hostel
accommadation has made it difficult for aniversity
managements in Nigeria 0o build more hostels o
aceommadate the ever imcreasing student population,
Private investors have complained over the difficulty they
Tace in accessing lnance from commercial banks to build,
operate and transfer hostels in tertlary Institations, If the
process was simplificd, more hostels would be built in the
mniversities to sccommodaie more stodents on  the
CAMPMSES,

In this regard, government shoubd sssist private investors
by initiating palicics ihat woukd make it casier for them o
weeess funds for hostel development, This will go a long
way in monitoring and controlling the activitics of
stdents, who reside ofT-campus, As saggested by former
Viee-Chancellor of Federal University of Technology,
Akure, Prolissor Adebisi Balogun, who led the later-
Ministerial Commitiee on Campus Security on a fact-
finding wvisit to the Institution, authoritics of the
University should sdopt a strategy of documenting major
landlords where off-campus stndents reside, to be able to
monitor the activities and welfare of the students
wherever they may live henceforth.

The Stadent Affairs Department should take up the
respomsibility of developing a data-hase of all potential
landlords sground the University. Students can alss have
their hall officials elected even outside the campus under
the supervision of the Student AfTairs Department, Under
this arrangement, siudenis who wich to reside ofl-campus
could secure accommadation through the Stadent Affairs
Department, which should carry out regular checks to
ensure their safety. This will not only ease the stress of
accessing off-campus accommadation faced by students,
but will show concern by the authorities for the wellure of
students whether they reside o or ofl cimpuss.

It has also hecome necessary that a Divisional Police
Headguarters be established in Aluw to take control of the
security concerns of the Universiiy®s host communithes in
the area. It is our fervent prayer that such a harrendous
incident would never occur apming not in the University of
Port Harcourt; not in asother tertiary institution in
Nigeria,




land into their own hands. I s our hope that
justice will be done in this case to enable the
bereaved f(amilies bring final closure to this
abamiinable act that was viewed around the
warkd™, the Chairman of Council said.

The Pro-Chancellor, who condemned the remewed
Killings at Rumuchakara in Choba community
barely two weeks after the Choba incideni,
warned trouble-makers 1o stay clear from the
Umiversity to enable it concemtrunie on ity core
mandate of tenching, research and community
service. According to him, the University which
was established in 1975 has impacied positively on
its host communities. appealing to the indigenes of
the area to continue to maintain a cordial
relationship with the Institution.

Rev Eneji also commended Governor Chibuike

[]r1||.||'l|||rn|: ol Theaire Aris has
commiserated with the Tamily of one of Che
students murdered in Omuokird village in Alwu

Clam, Chisdiakn Lordson Birines, who until he met his
unlimely death in the hands of an irate mob on Octeber
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e Pro-Chancellor Calls For Restraint On Omuokiri Killings

A crovs-section of staff and swdents of Theatre Ares Depe during the visir

Social Welfare Institute

Rotimi Amacchi for spear-heading efforts that
resulted in stabilizing the situation and gradual
refurn of normaley to the neighbourhood of the
University, pleading with law enforcement
agencies to intensify patrols in the affecied areas
to ensure that swch an wgly incident does mot
repeat itsell,

It would be recalled that the Governing Council of
the University met last week io inke siock of the
incident with a view o mapping oul measures
gimed al relurning stability to the Institution te
enable it resume mormal academic activities.
ther external members of Council, wha alsa
frowned at the Omuoakiri killings, include Chiefl
Dan Orbih, Pharmacist Ebenezer Arema, Alhaji
Abubakar Agaic, Mrs Benedita Chinegwa and
King Turner,

By Humphrey Ogn
5, 2012, was a Second Year stnifent of the Departmenl.
Acting Head of the
Department, D Julic
Umnkaro, in a
condolence message
wddressed 1o the
bBerenved Tamilv
and made available
e UNIPORT
Weekly,
said that
stafl and
stmdents
ol the
Departm
e m 1
deemed i1
BECTANAT
v ia pay
it b =

‘W'Shop On Service Delivery

By Humphrey Ogu

emlsers of the Losti of Secial Wellare of
Nigeria were in the University penultimate
Friday to brainstorm on ways of providing

effective service delivery in society in line with global
hest practices.

The Warkshap, which had =“Secial Work: Global Tremds,
Paa v Cmmgredenie and Sevviee Delivery fn the 27
Cemiwry™, 5a lis Lhense, and srganised by the Rivers Siaile
bramch of the Institute in conjumction  with the
Department af Sechology, drew participants rom the
Depariment and various brasches sf thie Institete soross
thee pomes,

Declaring the Workshop open, Chairman of the
occasven, Professaor Lawrence (Fhale, wha sinnd in for
thie Dean, Facalty of Secial Schences, Professar Hemry
Alapiki. commicnded the Institute for cnlightening the
public an the impartssce of rendering service. He
pointed oul that “social work b all about rendering
srrviors imosschety,” calling on Nigoriams to culiivaie the
ket of wervimg us o menns of foding sell-DalMlnwend.
spraking of the Workshop, ike Heml, Depurtmeni of
Socislegy, Professor Kiniksswes Anele, who noted thai
the Workshop would have beem very beneficial o
students offering courses in Sacial Wark, regretied thar
theey were nol on campus dwe o the closure of the
Umiversity on nccount of the grecsome murder of foar of
its stmdents,

“Social Welfare is somcthing thai should be (aken
soriemsly, particularly n this part of the world where
there are o many sochal isvoes that sevd to e adirewed
We juil mentboned the problem of anresi, which

culminated in siudemis being seni packing,” be waid,
wibillbneg that e Institwte has & craeial role to play by way
of providing professionsl sdvice o tackle Sdemiified
sacial problems,

Cormobarating the views of Professor Anele, Professr
Paul Eke, also of the Depariment of Saciology, seid ihai
misch of what is going ea teday required the services of
wwinl workers, stressing the need to take the profrsion
serlamsly by sensiticing the public sn its exbstence,

I ber coniribtkn, scimg Evecnilve Secretary of the
lostitmts, Mis (Hawalomi (oo, w o cecalbed that the
lmstitmie cume inte being in 2007, suid; “Lecturers amd

CampusLink,

lumily & condolence visil 1o comlort them for what has
happened, condemning what they described as “the

unwholesome and dastardly act at Omeekiri on
Oetober 5, 2012 in which the student lost his life
aloagside threr others.

“Unthl his grocames murder, Late Chidisks Lardson
Bringa, wis & Year Twoe student of our Dopartment. The
Department was his second home and we were indeed
hils surrogate pareats. Judging from sur shock and
griel, we can well imagine how devastating the inchdent
s beem Tor vour family,”™ the message siated.

“We therelore, wish o commiserate with voun and pray
God te give vou the stremgth to bear the calamity that
hus hefallem yow. Owr fervent wish s that the
perpetrators of this mosi inhuman and condemmnahble
act would be appropriately brought to book.™ it sdded.
It would be recalled that the Department i @ major
supplicr of tsbentl and manpower o the popalar
enterisbnnent imdusiry, especlally the Nigerian home
Hdrlrmmmr:‘ Solfywowid, A cirdimg 1o D L mskoro,
the deceased was o patential movie siar or performing
artiate, whio was oot down o the prime of his e

Trainers are very critical to secial wellare develapment
im Nigeria,” sddwecing that as onc of the ressons for
habding Workshaeps in scademic institutions,

Aba spraking. Fonal Cesrdinotor of the Institate and
Lecturer in the Department of Sociolegy, Dy Danlel
Uranta, sabd: “the Workshap teaches profonionals io
wdmpl st practices of delivering soclsl work te dlients,
imcluding individush snd communitles,” pointing sul
that the pre-calomial practice, has become obsaleic,
necesdilating regular professional update o enbance
praductivity,

U his part, Cebestime Ovanyva of Hamline Usiversity of
5t Paul, Minnessta, USA, who told UNTPORT Weeikly
that he was in the University to present s paper on
Wamagiag Non-{revermmental Oryanizations (N0Os),
naiwdl that “Secisl work has a bid to de with SNen-
Governmental Orgamiestions, becamse most NG
imtervene o social sses bordering on scial welfare af
the cltizens, And mest aof the stalT warking For S0G08 are
sicial waorkers”

~—
L-R: D Oravya, Mry (tow, Prafs Anele, (hiale and Eke at the Worksbgp
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APPOINTMENT

Dr Cecilia Ekwieme, Department of Cuorriculum Studies &
Educ al Technalogy, Faculty of Education, appolnted Adfinct
Swwier Lectwrer, effective on assamption of duty,

Dy David Thidabe, Department of Preventive & Social Medicine,
Faculty of Clinical Sciences, appointed Adjuner Senior Lecturer,
elTective on sssumption of dity

De Sunny Igwe, Department aof Marketing, Faculty of
Management Sciences, confirmed a Stff of the University,
elTective ﬁ"]uljn - 9,

Mr Barimwazer Christian, Works & Services Department,
confirmed a Siaff of the University, effective 117 Muarch, 2010,

RENEWALOFCONTRACTAPPOINTMENT

Dy Francis Thomas, Department of Geology, Faculty of Science,
granted Remewal af Comtract Appointment, effective 25°
September, 2012 to 24” September, 2013,

PROMOTION
Mr Akpenichi Chimara, College of Health Sciences, promoted
Semior Driver, effective 17 October, 2001.

Mrs Bridget Nwoka, Academic Planning Unit, promoted Clerical
Officer I, effective 17 October, 201 1.

Miss {iladys Emvwukweri, Department of Sociology, Faculty of
Social science, promoted Sewmior Clerical Officer, effective 1
Oetober, 2001,

Mrx Owhonda Stella, Academic (MTice, Registry Department,
promoted Clerical Oficer I, effective 1™ October, 20

Misy Celadys Dioha, College of Continuing Education, promaoted
Caretaker, elfective 17 October, 2011,

Mr Toby Festus, Department of Theatre Arts, Faculty of
Humanitics, prometed Semior Artise Xyplophone, effective 17
Oretober, 2001.

Mr Elizaberth Opbs, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of
Humanities, FJ’III.‘D-I:II!I;"LI Clerical l‘.lj'ﬁrrr 1, effective I" Oetuber,
011.

Mr Emmanuel Orlwwene, Department of English Studies, Faculiy
of Humanities, promoted Semior Clerical Officer, effective 1
Oetober, 2001,

Mrs Hope Wali, Department of Pharmacognosy, promoted Senior
Labararory Assisrant, eflTective 1 October, 200

M Nule ﬂl.rnnli.l:;.ﬁ-‘ufrﬂ I]l.'||:r'!|l|ﬂ" ol ]'Iql!l;ilullq_lg:l.. Bl
T [ & Immunology, promoted Computer Operater 1,
effective 1" Octaber, 2001.

Mr Brighten Baridam, Basic Studies Unit, promoted Head Driver,
effective 1" Octaber, 2011.

CHANGEOF NAME
MRS OKOCHA BLESSING CHIMEZIE. Former Miss
Worlumati Blessing now wishes to be known, ed and addressed
as Mrs Dkocha, Blessing Chimezie. All documents bearin

far names remain valid.

STOP PRESS
STAFFAPPRAISAL

In view of complaints from staff and to ensure
transparency in appraisal exercises, Reporting
Officers are advised to make scores of such
exercises known to the staff being appraised
and possibly, discuss their performance before
they sign the acceptance column,

HIV/AIDS ALERT
HIV/AIDS is real. Protect yourself.
Avoid a reckless lifestyle that can
expose you to infection,

INewsXfra

Of Omuokiri Mob-Actiow

the Institution amd
communitics with a view o reassuring
stall amd sindents o return to Alun

Ry i Nikov Sapvicel

hen  resbdents of Omuokird
commuanity b Aluu Clan woke
wp on the morning of Friday,

£% October, 200 2, to witness the parade of
Towr prrens condemued o denth by an
angry mob as crimdmaly, Hitle did they
know that the incldent would change the
way they live and do business for o lang
time 1o came. The inexcussble jungle
justice meted ouwl o the four young men
by a faceless mob was bl.L\"ﬂ!.'ll on the
cxcuse that criminal elements had
crealed am earihly version of hell for
residents of the area for a long time. As the
slary  wenl, ertmilaal activities that
blighted the area ranged from robbery to
gamg rape of voung ladies and even
married women executed in the full glare
of hushands and other helpless family
members. Such weighty allegations were
capable of maddening the barking dog,
Amd it did: but the victims tarned out te
be students of the University of Port
Harcowrt.

The uncontrellable emotions,
unfortunately, landed the community
amd its eavirons in a huge mess, known
for its liveliness and home to many stafl
and students of the University of Port
Harcowrt, (hmuakiri has aow turned into
u ghost town that nobody wislies i live i
or do business with, ai least, for now, The
programmed desertion of the unlucky
community is not due to the angry Nood
which is ravaging amd sacking [LTETI
communitics in parts of the Siate, but for
fear of belng caught in the crossfire of
mass arresis or vislent reprisal attucks,
The University has sent students home,
putting scademic activities on  hold.
Business aperators and commercial cab
drivers mow live by His grace to survive in
the abvience of thelr r|e1;u|z.r Customers,
Penultimate Friday, traditional and
opinion leaders in the nine villages thai
make wp Aluu Clan playved host to the
University of Port Harcourt during a visit
aimed at re-igniting the excellent
relatisnship that had long existed

e

Cars burad during the prawess

between s host

communities. Dae af the pul:hl.'lir
revelatlons was the sdverse effect ol the
absence of and stall, who
patronise petty traders and (ranspariers
inthe grea.

Government  and  social developmeni
experts recognire Small snd Sedluwm
Scale (SMEs) businesses as the main
enging  that
developing cconomy. SMEs are known to
contribule o i.mprmﬂl livimg stamdarids,
bringing abowt substantial lecal capital
formation and atainment of high level
productivity. They are the principal
means of achieving equitable and
sustainable industrial diversification. as
will as major factor in promoeling privale
sector development and partnership.

In Africa for instance, most of the
available jobs in rural areas are created
by small and medium scale enterprises
and in most cases they account for the
vast majority of industrial wnits in
aperation.

SMEs, according to available records,
account for well over hall of the toial
share of employment sales and constitute
the most viable and veritable vehicle Tor
sell-sustaining industrial development, s
they possess the capability o grow an
indigenous  enterprise.  Little wonder
then, how iraders and business operabors,
whase source of livelibood are dependent
an palranage by the University
['lunplunl!:l would survive this critical
time when flood is dealing mercilessly
with the society on the one hand and the
need te save for the fast approaching
Yuletide are major sources of warry o
many homes.

We minsl leara from the lacident ail
Omuokiri te do things right and be at
peace with ome amother, reminding
ourselves of Chuck Palahnivk, who said
that =It"s so hard to forgel pain, bl it's
even harder to remember sweeiness. We
have oo scar to show for happiness. We
learn so little from peace™.

studenis

dirives activities af any
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v 10,

n the wake of the pruesome
murder of four students of
the University by an irare

Froim deg fa sapht: Rgitrar Mes Masihda ool 1-, Praf sk, D bl
i cademics Prof ok Sos, doring Bavser, Wr Pials e ar diy smr

Vol, Prof Jaseph Afieakn and his eniourags being recotved [l 0D in Omuokiri communiry,

by spokesman of Alvw clan, Wr Gershilon Bemian

i clan, authorities af the
Institution feok steps fo restore
noermalic) in their
neighowrhood. The pictures
below illustrate the Vice-
Chancellor’s visit to Alun clan to

micet with Chiefs and Leaders of
the community and a Media
Briefing fo clarify issues on the
incident.

Pix: HEADMAN ALU

Chief Christopher Asmads fleft) presenting iraditional
kfmawty fe the Vice-0 harceflor mad iy emdtounrage
¥

|}H o 1 \ .

N N,
A wide-angle view of the mecting botween arileriiiey
af the [wivervity, O e and Leaders of Alanr olan

A group phetoyraph of Semior fficers of the Umiversity, Chicfs
and Lawalery af 1w ciiow. (V=0 Praf Ajienkiy arrowpdy

1 2 Vo, Prof dfienla fweiddle] Sanked by [F Vi {Adwive}
+ el Apenda |, 3. Smanr (ffecen of e [ snersy am A wide-nmgle view af tire Wedia #-rr'\rﬂr_lx o Eabgiters Naluka, vl ana We Wike Whonye, Sowiv- Lo
Espmiivaurs of thr Prown ofanad far dhet [aveeruiy |nsieni af @ Proo By kitlimg rof fonr ["VIPORT Srudemi Lomal Masagern, News Apeacy af Nigeris £V LY
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