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asic Education

he path to sustainability of Universal Basic Education (I/BE) in Nigeria
lies inm avoiding the mistakes of the past universal education programmes
and provision of selutions to the current challenges facing the project,
reports Humphrey (g,
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For Information and Enlightenment

otable Dramatist and
Literary Critie,
Professor Julic Okoh of

the Department of Theatre Arts,
has stressed the need for gender
equality in Nigeria. Professor
(Vkoh gave the charge during the
95" Imaugural Lecture titled: §
“Towards Feminisi Theaive in
Nigeria®™, delivered at the
Ebitimi Banige Auditorinm, last
Tuesday.,

Okoh, who recalled that her
interest in drama performance
started from childhood, said that
the representation of women in
literature had always pricked
her curiosity from her secondary
school days, defining feminism
as “a collective term for systems
of beliel and theory that p.ﬂ
special attention to women's
rights and women's position in
cultire and society,”

Tracing what she described as
the evolution of patriarchy and

the devaluation of women to the
devaluation of goddesses in

primitive societies, Okoh noted

that “gender discrimination was first
institutionalized with development of city
states in ancient Greece,” explaining that
“today, women in America and Europe
have the same social. political, financial
and legal rights as men, even though there

By Humphrey Ogu
still exists to some extent ‘glass ceiling
attitades”. She wondered why Nigerian
women are vet to enjov basic equal rights
with their male counterparts.

“MNigeria is still basically rooted in
patriarchal social structures. And as such,
vielation of women's basic human righis is
prevalent. It is a stark reality that affects a
percentage of women across the country and it
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Wohammed Abubakar, FCP

erm sbwrrvers of human actions are in ioisl
agreomenl that cruelly culs through the vers
carf of humen behaviour, Man's stone-age

bstincts sre eneatially predicated an bis deslre 1o galn
terrilerial edge amd scguisitive superlarity over his
Kimd and the lower species, Evelutionnry Bislogists and
Comservatinaists have loag tried to And ool why apan
all the animal speches ervated by Gad or came into being
throngh the cveolutisnary process; man is the only ane
that kills o salisfy his sadistic instinet. AN other animal
species chiase, catch ami kill to assuape their hunoer or
in sell-defence.

Lave, lust, sdventure and altimaie death are the hasic
framsient frailties of man that are associsted with his
crass materialist nature. In the aapredictable human
theatre, the swrvival instinct is over a grim struggle
betwern Foroes of light and darkness, The wayvward
capabilitisn ol man have exacted o palilal penaly i
bath the pre-stwte amd madern sacicties. O dadly basis,
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By Williams Wodi

unsprakable scts of horvifving creclty assall owr
srmsibilities as we go wbout our businesses with scormfal
imtenl. =For what do we live, but to make spert of suar
noizhbaurs and lauph at them in oar tore ™ ssks Jane
Amsten. It is quite obwious that life s defined by
clamour, clutier and endless jostie by mellifloess
entities in a2l human sociciics,
Man"s ferociously barbaric nalure necessitated the
coming imte being af the political secicty by means of 5
compact aimangsl (hee individials, @ ho wished 1o
eacape Lthe original state of mature.
deseribed by Thomas Hebbes as selitary,
[T, ATy, fraraindi wivid aharr, 1 b, gl
men coubil be abiled in thelr sgposdness,
while bad men would be coeroed imte
being good, Afer all, law @ command
wil oodiiierl. 16 the litter hall of the
wevenleenth cemiury, Hobbes, Johs
Lock ami Jean -|i-|1.'qw.' Hiwissran leok 3
deeper lonk @t the hestial matere of man
amil soughi the means by which his base
imstimeis conld be tamed For ihic sosd of
¥ sociely. Hobbes advecated a siromg
| goveramenl 10 mainlain law amd
order—man being naturslly sclfish in
pursait of his rapacieuss appetile and
wildl passinn,
Lack recogmized that Freedam s not loenwse to de s we
with in evercise of our freewill. The natural law of
remwon commands us ol fo impedc tee lite, health
Frowdois and possessbon of aihers Even ihen, Leck silll
recogaieed the stale of nature a5 “full of lears and
continual dangers™, making man®s cujoymment of rights
Wy imsecure”. 5o, the communily & suprems o
f g Tt T
A far Kowsseam, man is basicallv good and svm parhti
im his beit elements. Bul in oniting himsdl o a
communiiy, man must ke allowed his frecdom s« im ihe
pre-siale o long as be conforms 1o the general will
IThereim lies the contradiction. Under the theory of
force, hawever, the State becames the recalt of the
subjugation of the weaker by the stironger.  History
traches us that extremity of deception always produces
ealremily of disillusboniment and Feacliom.
Whatever philesophers may say, cruclly continees io
define the actions of man in & troubled werkd of

Sy Meet Precious Osmond,

ANG

th a prospect to impart knowledpe fo

society, she sought for a Nigerian

uwmiversify thai is well-disposed o fully
prepare her for the future task. Af her backyard was
o state-ewmed University, but she traveled a fow
metres away o the University af Pori Harcourt o
avguire knowledge that would make her wscful in
sociefy. That was the begimning of the jowrney of
Preciens (hmond fe the -'.i"rpnrnm'm' of Limguistfos
and Communication Stndies, Faculty of
Humanities, frst av a student fn the Certifican
programme and mow  wadergoing a4 bachelor's
d'rgrr\r cariarse, She u.lulr with aviiif {'m'n'\;.mnd.-nr..
OTINORSAMUEL
=1 chose UNIPORT becasse it has more gualified
Lectarers in my discipline. The University s really
focused on its mandste of imparting knowledge on
students. Sirike action is nof a rouline bosiness here
unlike some institwtions that embark on sirike in
almost every semaster, UNIPORT gradusates are also
compelitive in the labowr markel. so these are some of
the (aciors thei imfleenced my chodee”, Miss Osmiond
said, sdding that ber prospect (o becone an academic
wlsm imformed her choice.
U the wse of Library facilities, she achnowledged that
shie was prosenth defickent in exploring opperiunitbe
available in the Donald Ekong Libeary to widen her
intellectual capscity. “The Orst e | visited the
Library, | was sshed 1o present my Library ldemtity
Card before entry and ever sinee D have not gone hack
1 e Lilbsrars 1o prodess the 1D Card™

Part One I.CS Studeni

A former stwdent of
I. aa Russell
Memorial Secomdary
Schoal, Miss
imond. whose
hobdsies are reading.
dancing, drawing
amd painting.
cexpressed
sativfnction with her
experience in the
Umiversitv so [ar,
emjolailng
Mansgement lo pal
all mecessary
arramgemenis in
place before
reapening the
U miiv ersity a5 o resull
of the unfortunate
clesure fellowing the
Eillimg of faur
simdemis at
Crmwokiri. Aduu amd
iwm other incidents
whore & studenl of
Ier Department and
a graduate of the
I miv ersiny, g well on
an cy-garps menber
gunncd down ail
Humoechakara in
 habia

Yy
h
ik Dsmanad

competing valoes, The Spanish il
Chrlstian Crusade are well-adverthed cuamples of
man’s bestial nature. Add to thel the propeasity af
Roman Emperors, whoe eojeyved the devouring of
prisamers by Terocious lons at their command. Queen
Elizabeth | ardercd the display of the beads of serbous
crimimals al the Southwark end of the lamons London
Bridoe a5 a grisly reminder to patential trouhle-makers
of the cruel [ate thal awailed them! Famows English
authiors such as Ben Jonssn and Christepher Marlowe,
regwlarky killed their fellow citizens and were im turn
kKilled im viclent duels in Elizabethan
Englamd—Marlovwe in a dronken souilie!

Mary, Qaven of Scotlend was cxveowied in o mosi hrutal
manner i 1587 For allegedly pletting 1s kill Uhicen
Ebigmbuth, thus, (riggering the dispatch of the Spanish
Avrmada durlng which se s thas ws ealees (hagsmmid
mits wore ellher masspcred or declmated by the lishing
Emglish gale. Jown de Are was barmt a1 the stake in the
Ol Market Moce of Reren in 1430 for dresaing op os 2
i anid Aghting for the Fremch in the Handred Years
War against the English! Never mind that the French
won the war, Chive Mare Wanon Roland was marched to
the seaffold for desiring o be learmed? Thase wha
merely spoke evil of European Kings and (ueens were
rither dispatched to the puillatine or had their slippery
tonaues slashed as a reward for their indiscretion

K Chritvlra or Arame markeis in Sowth-Easl Ngeria,
sundry eriminals are known to have beem cither burni
alive ar bemelitted (rom sis-inch concrete nails driven
dow i their occipital reghons biforr they wore allvaod o
go home. Moh actlon had always been part of the tragic
admeeiilly of mamn gl hiv besiial woersi, Car calleciive
denigratien bn vee paris was sdvertiaed as 27 Ovlober,
J01 2, when the maifled ory of anguish of lour stwdenis
of the University of Port Harcouwrt shattervd swr
accuwstomed peace. In the aftermath of that harrendous
imcident, many hurricdly contrived legends filled the
vacmum crealed by an initial lack of informatios on the
mah murders that rised glabal revolsion.

Thie dvmamic chans created by the killines tarmed sot to
be the first act in a tragic drama thal sofslded on a
glehal scale—thanks to the papular secisl media. The
siwdents, whin were bed rather mulishiby to the slanghter,
re-established our human credential o be wicked.
Bedraggled villagers of Omuokiri and Adwe clan, whe
wire mere pavwis o the unflding drama. gol canght up
Lk Bliids in (he commples wel ol & tragedy ihes il o
lanad in splnning. The University sk tosk andeserved
drabileing lram pn ansparing pablic opinion [hal wais
gagided am by o seasplionalia media with an eve ol
indreased circalitlan fgures. The nulsandce play by
imtemperute elements of the National Asseciation of
Nigerian Stwdents (MNANS) farthor dbevaled the orisis
imle a calegory ome slorm thal blew throwgh the
neighbourhood. Their verbal inclegance before the
Vice-Chancellor complicated that terminal
momeni—especially on the EastWest road where they
hebd cowrt to advertise their sricvances—hbath real and
imagined. There & a niggling suspicien that the ensuing
chaos was pre-planned by simister forces a5 am
incendiary intentional aci calculsied i drag the

Imiguisition

University to the mul.

Il we wish to show ourselves as part of the civilized
warld, we must dispease with primordisl barbarism
ihsi govermedd ihe
Crmeekdrd by thint (rate maob of blosd-thirsty mansters,
Woe must bearn (o live symbiotically with sur neighboars
In o past-sucinl jusgle thei is charscieried by due
process and respect for the sanctity of life. YWe must
guard against the pernicious elfects of secial disorder;
lest we return to the social jungle where might was
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Caont"d from pl

This was the submiscion of Dr lerael Osokova while
delivering  the 10" Memorial Lecture of foremost
Educationist, Late Professar Jaiveola Kesemani tithed:
“Frioe Decodes af Free Universal Bavic  Education  in
Nigeria and the Challemges of Sectainability™, =t the
Ehitimi Banigo Auditorinm, last Tuesday.

Osokoyva identified political stability and social
murhilization, true federalism, sdeguate fending and
praper dats callstion and storspe ss pansces for
siustninable basic cducation, moting thai “a consiant
wssessment of g country's educationsl pregramme mest
he considered mecessary, if the nation is to devebop and
mnke progress ecomamically, socially, politicslly snd
fechnlmpically.”

Tracing thi frst natisnal altemgpt af providing  scoes fa
primary vilucai 1o 1976, the Guest Lecturer regretied
thst dm apite of better ccammmic climate @0 s inceplbon, §
wns als wid sustalned, sdding that =this second oot s
Intreducing Unkversal Basle Education natienw lde counld
mal ave come nl m better e, ™

Spcaking a1 thié Lectare, Viee-{ hamoelbir,
Joseph Ajlenka, commended ihe Faculty of §
particalarly the Depariment of Falag atpial Foupdarns
Tair I|-|':.ll|||-’ll1|_l ihe leciure fa commemaraie ihe
(L pilenn &l Prafessor Koswemani o
the Fucaliy, Represemied by ihe 1 iy
Viee={ hancellar | Acsdemsic), Professor
lp:|||l .hll'. the Yice-=Uhamcellar re
eoiphasized the need (o pay sttention in
Basic Edwcation im lime wiik ihe
recammendations made by the Goest
Lectarer, especially data-kecping and
retrieval, which, secording ta him, were
erucial for proper planning st all levels of
cedlucation,

Frifessor Joe, who alse recounted s
persanal loss in the death of Koscmani,
said he was not just & colleague in the
Faculty, but alse a companion in England,
where they bhath lived and stodied
topether, adding that “if we have an
educated saciety, we wanld be able fo salve
messt of the problems we face im our socicty
fmday,”™

lii his remiarks, Chairinam of the socasiom,

Pialiwiig

ducathon,

Emeritus Professer Utonti Mduka, whe
described the late Profeasor Kovmani
distingulshed ascademic amd

philesapher of education, recalled that be tasght him at
the University of lhadan, where e majored in the History
af Edacation i the 1970k

“He madde his mark in the Facalty of Edocation in the Geld
ol Philmephy ol Edecstion graerally,. We are here 1o
hsiuid bk meemsory @nd his oo ks, earing o mid in (hal
e operated im the ficld that hed the gremt philosophers
Trom snchont Grocoe, frem Secrates to Aristotle right (o
e lassics, the age of Ealighteament, “cwman and
on,” Nvduka, whe wes pioncor [van in the Fecaliy, painted
ol

Alva spraking, (ermer
Profrssar “imi Briggs,

E L |

Vice-{ hancellor, Emeritas
describad the late Proleaar
Kivcmanl v a laalsls slly, whe allorod him iay aluable
advicr whike in ollicr s Vige-0 hanorllor, sdding (hat hin
sdvice were wnelul, socursle amd mever sell-sevkimg, &
he wald prompicd him is call en ihe laie
Prafrssar w honeyer be mecded snbiased comnol

sHuaiinm,

Dateline
Osokoya Tasks Stakeholders On

Basic Education

Meanwhibe, it was a blaze of encomiums as speaker after
spraker paid glowing tributes to the late educationisi.

Ume-time Viee=Chancellor of Delta State Umiversity,
Abhiraka. Professor Joba Ensowha, INrector ™Narmbille
Education Centre in the University, Professor  Hen
Ehcarn, Direcior, Centre Tor Malarls Research and
Phivismedicine, Professar (mmstave Ebong all deseribedl
the late Kosemani as an honest, selfless, disciplined and
cemmitied scholar, whose charscier |8 warthy of
emilation, cipecially by the vounger generation of
wwholars

Commending participanis ai ihe Lecture Tor thelr varlous
contributions tewards iy seeeess, Dean of the Faculiy,
Professar Ell Ris Awstus-Efelss thanked Professsrs
Mabuks amd Brigg., malsing te keep the mensory of
homemanh alive as @ worthy legacy for these he el behind
W il ol the lsie educationisi, Div Clristians Kosemani anid
chbldren were on hand fo lens part in ihe srganlsers,
ledd by Professar (¥horosanya (Orubite,

By vikor Samuel

& part of efforts aimed at alleviating the

plight of Meod viciims in Rivers and Bayelsa

states, the University of Port Harcourt has
distributed 1,000 pieces of matiress te Nood victins
in the two States. Vice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, who appointed Dean, Student AfTsirs
Department, Professor Henry Bell-GGam and
Deputy Registrar (Information), Willisms Wiodi to
coordinate the distribution of the ltems 1o the
victims. also called on the University Community fo

&~

make generous dnnlmn to the victims to reduce
their sufferings occasioned by the devasiating
impact of the Noed.

*.-iprlki-z e mcwsmcen af the various camps in
Abua/fldwal, Ahoada-East and
Ogha'Eghema™doni lacal governmeni arcas in
Rivers State. Dean, Student AfTairs. Professor Bell-
Gam, wrged chairmen of the affected local
governments and members of fMlosd committee to
ensure that the items got to the actual victims, who

Twa truck loads of the items

UNIPERT

needed assistance at this period, conveying the
sympathy of the Vice-Chancellor to the displaced
persons.

Earlier, Deputy Registrar (Information), Mr
Wodi. has said that the distribution of mattresses
was the first phase of measure initiated by the
University to assist the Mosd victims, stating that
the Institwtion wouwuld embark om other
interventions for the advancement of its mandate
of teaching, research and community service,
Waodi further disclosed that the University through
the Centre for Disaster Risk Management and
Development Studies (CDRMDS), woauld
undertake post-flood and shoreline studies to
ameliorate or passibly forestall o recurrence of the
disaster, polniing oui that It was high time
Nigerian universities positioned  themselves (o
salve sacietal problems.

Mayor of Yenagoa Local Government Area, Hon
Mike Ogbalosingha, received fve hundred
matiresses for camps ln Bayelsa State, while Hon
Ui Odums, Chislrmsn, Abua/Odusl teok delivery
of 1M on behall of the locnl government, Mr
Justice Uhor, Chalrman of Flood Commitiee in
Ahoada East received 128 pleces on behall of
Ahosdas East and Ahoada West Local Government
Areas, while Ogha/Egbema/Ndoni got the balance
ol the 500 pieces of mattress for Rivers State,
Meanwhile, in recognition of community service as
part of its core mandate, the University authorities
are appealing ta public-spirited stall o donate
materials at the (0.8, Lulo-Briggs Health Cenire,
for onward distribution to internally displaced
persons in the affected communities,

In response to the Viece-Chaneellor's plea,
Faculties, Departments, Institutes, Centres, Units
and public-spirited groups and individuals are
already making donations at the Health Centre for
onward transmission to the Mooed victims,

., Ne. 8
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n i bid e boost techaalogical
|J4.'u'||||m|rll in line with ghshal
trends to meet the mandate of

airspace.
“lgerian

has indicated
Interest in colluborating with

the University of Port Harcourt in the

By (hikor Samuel

area of research and manpower
developmeni te ifackle iniernal
security challenges,

speaking during & courtesy visit an
the Vice-C hancellor, Professor Joseph

V- Proff Ajienks (rightl, making a preventation to Al Commodore Tkpe

mon bid te create high level

canschentbrmwnes, right attitede to

wirk mwd ethbeal conduct smongsi
semdemic stall, the Facubly of Science
arganised am Orvientation Exercise for
jumbor academbe stafl, last Tocsday ar the
Facully Common HRoom. frima
Complex, University Park.
Speaking ot the event, Viee-Uhancellor,
Professinr Joseph Ajbenky, commended the
Faculty for the nitiative, noting thai it was
a laudalle evercise which would ensure
that academic staff conformed to right
camduct im the discharge of thelr duties,
Professor Ajienka. who was represented
by Depuity Viee-Chameellar
(Adminlsiration), Profesior Ethelbert
Nduka, said ihat we orgewizsiion can
survive in am emvirenment ravaged by
unethicil condwct. =Onoe a conntry has a
high bevel af corruption, every ather thing
will decline, frem produoctivity to
dincipling™, be stated, Nduka, who
wuggested that in order e emsure
tramsparcacy bn the grading of resabis, Uhe
Faculty could sdopt the practice in
imstitutions such a5 the Universing of Cape
Town, where slready graded amswer
seripts of studenty are made available to
them for assessment, noting that 8 would
baslhid confibence im the system, s well as
dismidss clabms that they were unlairly
graded by vindicative leclurers.
Im his presentation en Professienalism and
Ethles, DMrector Quality Assuramee and
Quality Contrel (QAQC), Professor
Amthany Arinee, advised stafl to imbibe
the right cthical conduct ln the discharge
of their duties, warning them againsi
sctions that impegmed the imegrity of the
LUniversity. Prefessor Aringe. wha
scknowledped that individuals take on
varlous professions for varlows ressoms,

By (Mhinna Newodim
abserved that seme lecturers in the
Umiversity da mot have amy birsiness in the
classrmom, resulting im their inability te
comform with highly-regarded principles
of academics, He sald that an academic
witheat cihics is preme o compromise,
indubgence, corrupthon. sale of grades,
indecentl conducl, ameagst others.
sdvising them to he sbave board in their
dealimgs. Accordimg to him, they st
have pervanal integrity, before they can
talk whaut the Integrity of the Universiny.

atrrd Mac Arthar Foundation Liaivon (1

Campus/View

es\On

\iirlllul...
last Manday,
Mrector of Manual Standards
and Evalustion Branch, Abuja, Alr
Commadare Fraink II.pd.'. wihia bed
other officers, stated that the
proposed partnership would cover
arems such as aerodyvnamibcs, alrcrafi
design, avienics, robotics, guidance
and comirol, simulasifon and
dingnostics, cyber-security, artificial
Intelligence and communications and
infermation technolegy., amongst
otlier areas of interest.

“Fahrication of non-critical paris,
technology scquisition through
reverse enginecring, development of
irnining abds, including simulators
and manpower development are the
short term goals of the proposed
collaboraitien™, Alr Commodore [k pe
sald, adding that the long-term goals
wauld include manafacturing of
aircrafl, ground support cquipment,
systems design and implementation
and fabrication of critical parts.

The proposed partnership, according
to leader of ihe :Irlup.rl-m. was Im
consonance with the vision of the
Chiel of Staff, Air Marshal Alex
Badeh to pasition the MNigerian Air
Foree for sustalned emplovment of
air power to meet joint national
defence imperatives, s well as
provide swilt response capabilities
for emergencies and internal security
Cnges.

Air Commodore lkpe, who further

“Youu have s lot of powers as lectarers and
il smch powers are misused. they pose
grave comsequences [ the larger society™,
e stated.

Also making a preseatstion, the
Mae Arthur Foundation Liskson COfTicer in
the University, v Henrberta (iakunelor,
encruraged stall o imbibe the ouliure of
using electromic resources im research
activities, adding that the Library
alforded them reguisite services to carry
aul their rescarches.

Absao speaking, Direcior, Acsdemie Allair,
Mrs Dorcas Ote, wha sddressed the

From R—.- Director Academic Affairs, Mrs Ota, I VO Admin, huﬁ"f'h. HND Biochemistry, Dr Eka Exssien
for. Tmiet: Do, Scleice, Praf Frank-Peierdie

disclosed that the Force had
succeeded In assembling an alrerafi
platform in collaboratiom with
Cranfield University, UK, regretted
that even though the assemblage was
carried oul by Nigerians, the Farce
was denied full operational righi,
which s part of the reasons the Alr
Faorce was now seeking partmerships
with capable wmiversities in the
country to perfect the design and
manufacture of the Awmebs DAV
vershon for intelligence gaihering.

Im his response, Viee-Chancellor,
FProfessor Ajienka, who appointed
Visiting Scholar. Professor Monima
Briggs of the Faculty of Engincering
ta coordinate the collaboration an
behall of the University, podnted owl
that rescarch and knowledge transfer
are the drivimg lorce of his
administration. He expressed the
readiness of the University to partner
the Force on relevant pqllil;\'rrwlr\qh.
Professor Ajlenka, who made a
PowerPolni preseniatlon on ihe
profile of the University, stated that
ihe Insiitution would mobilize
academics in relevant disciplines such
as Faculty of Science and Scheal of
Graduate Studies, which he said,
have mow been upgraded to Colleges,
as well as the University of Part
Harcourt Business School to actualize
Tthe Iu.rTm.'rxlnip.

Describing the Institution as the most
national University in terms of
apccammidation af intelleciuals Trom
every part ol the country, the Vice-
Chancellor expressed optimism that
it would deliver on the partnership.

Faculty 0f Science Holds Orientation For Junior Academics

jumiar staflf on the tple; =Academic
Administratioen, Rules amnd
Responsibilities™, waid that as academics
imvobved in administration, there was need
1o apply the rules as contalned in the
ststemeil af acsdemis policies,
Earbier in her ndddress, Dean of the Faculty,
Frodessor Mnenna Frank-Peterside, sabd
that the aim of the exercise was i give the
yveunger academics the necessary
oricntation in order to guide their condoct.
The event which festured & question amd
amwer sesslon abe had (n atlcedance
v aen{or wewdemic stalT ol the Faculiy,

!
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L-R: Dean of Education, Prof Awetua-Efeba, D V-Cs

fAcad & Admin) Profs Joe & Nduka, Mr Waballi,
Ag Drector of Warks, Jubrin Feede and others

Igt Opens Bid For Dame
Jonathan Gender Studies Centre

Dame Patbhence Jonathan Centre for Women

Development and Gender Studies in the
Umiversity have been assured of total complisnce to
due process to emsure transpareacy in the final
selection of contractors (o ¢xecute the project.
Deputy Vice-Uhancellor | Adminkstration), Frofessor
Ethelbert Nduka, wha gave the assurance while
addressing the bidders during the tender opening
sesshon last Wednesday af the Governing Council
Chambers, University Park, pledged Management's
resolve 0 enforce the core valuwes of fair play,
transparency and honesty in selecting the eventual
wimmer of the contraet for the constructhon of the new
building,
“Concerned stakcholders, including a representative

Prl!purtiu bidders for comstruction of the

By Echel Timi-Sfohnson

of the National Universities Commission and
consultants have been imvited to cnsare that the
selection process Is not fawed or compromised™,
Professor Nduka disclosed, adding that the “joy of
the eventual winmner of the contruct should be the
execution of a project that would stand the test of
thme, as well as sdd valoe to the developmental efforts
of the University™, He stressed the need o ensure
speedy completion of the project when it is fnally
awnrded to the most competent bidder,

Acting DMrector of the Phyvsical Planning and
Development Unit, Mr Edinhoman Ewa, who
supervised the opening of the tenders, noted thai the
hidders were selected following a pre-qualification

OMUOKIRI KILLINGS
UPWA Condoles UNIPORT Authorities

... Redeems Pledge to SSC

By Obirera Nwodim

he University of Port Harcourt Women
Association (UPWA)L has commiserated
with the authoeritics of the Institution over
the grucsome murder of four of their students by a
irmte mab ol Omoeakirl villege o Aluo clam, last
October.
President of the Association, Mrs \Irri;:i _-'l.jir.—rlL:a.
conveyed the condalences when she led members af
her Exccutive Committee om a visit to the Vice-
Chancellor ln his affice, last Wed nesday,
Mirs, Ajienka sadd that =
unhappy with the development im the past few
weeks . We are here to let the Management know

as mothers, we are

that we are behind it in prayers so that the
Poast itntiom woubd overcome Dhiese Ir:|.i||.|-_l; timies",
Responding, Vice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, thanked UPWA for the visit and support fo
the Administration. “We are all part of the
1'\.|||.'-ri1-m.|.'. Far me, M 8 & HeCessary Cupasire
necded Tor ones maturiiy™, noting that “the
University has bheen in the news not for any
significant invention, but for a barbaric act that
claimed the lives of four of our students™.

Professor Ajienka expressed dismay that a lot of
people in the society were insensitive to acts ol
harbarkum, warning that mothing goesd comes oul ol
a mob sction. He commended them for their
activities which have impacted positively on the

by | WS

Vol Prof Ajirmka (5 frem Ieft), Tanked on the right by UPWA Presidest, Mrs Ajfemba, DV-C {Adwrin ),

enerchse that held about Ave months ago, disclosing
that the Centre would have world-class facilities,
including an Auditorium, office spaces and lecture
halls.

Bidders present at the tender opening scssion
included Chrisjoe Nigerin Limited, Em-Plan
Integrated Limited, Glo Constroction Limited,
Global Powerpac Limited and Krispal Limited.
Alse in attendance were the Deputy Vice-
Chamcellor (Academic) Professor Igho Joee,
Director of Persennel Affairs, Mr Roland YWabali,
whe represenied ihe Reglsirar, Dean, Faculiy of
Education, Prafessar Ebi Bio Awotus-Efcbe,
Director, Council AlMairs, Dr Dakoru Charles-
Granville and representatives of the Unions on
Campus, amongst others.

University community, *The kind of activitics vou
have engoged in shows a lot of commitment to
1.'m|||1'|||||.ill1. service™ he stated, sadvising them 1o
consider rendering assistance to charity homes and
women who are in need of assistance. It is when youn
dao this that the pravers you offer on our hehalf will
continue to help us™, he said,
Adso spenking, Public Helatboms ©MTcer of the
Liseciation, Dr Celestinag Harry, sald that UFWA
has been able to respond to the needs of the society,
especially in wisiting charity homes and was
planming to domate items to victims of the recent
MNoad in some parts of Rivers and Bavelsa Staies.
She commended the Viee-Chancellor Tor steps
taken in the heat of the development, reassuring
him ol the pravers of members of the Association.
Adso present af the visit were: Praf Florence Nduka,
1 Vice-President, Mrs
Secretary, Mrs Esther Shaka, Financial Secretary
wndd Vs Gladys Amadi, Ex (OfMicho.
Im 3 related diy rlu;lmrnl. LW A has redeemad the
pledge it made to the Senior Stafl Club during ihe
nprnirlg al the removaled har af the Club, List VAT,
Redeeming the pledge. President
I of the Association. Mrs Ajienka,
capressed  satisfaction with the
changes made im the Club, adding
that “we are fully in support of
what s happening here and we will
continme o support yoo as yvou
strive ta provide a belittiag
eavironment for relaxation and
imteraction by Club members™,
Respanding, President of the
Club, Dr Tammy Oronabaka,
thanked the Association for the
gesture; noting that whatever
maney received by his Executive
Committee has so Tar been
Judichsusly put in use, Hischssing
plans to build & mew Guest House
and compulerize securily sccess
into the Clob to ensure safety of
members nnd other visitors,

l’ar-ulilu' ?’\I'Iﬂhllil.
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culs scross houndaries of age, culture, religion,
wealth and geography, It takes place in homes,
schools, workplaces, markets, religious clreles and
on the streets,” she lamented.

koh, who is the DNrector of the Institute of Arts
and Cuolture, observed that “the level of violence
against women Is shockingly high, vet it is rarely
documented officially or even talked ahout at the
tables where polices are made,” cliing Forced
marringe, human Irilﬂrilnu. ||rrlﬂ|.'|||.1.' lor the
male child, pacdophilia and superstition as
cvamples of discriminatory practices that hold
women down.,

According to her, a combination of factors
contribuie to the rising rate of violation of women's
human rights in Nigeria, listing lack of protective
laws, jinstitutional support, cconemic
independence, and safe refuge. (Mhers include
cultural, traditional, religious practices, conspiracy
al silemnce and prevalence of "glass celling” attitude
that exclude women from mainstream society,

U efforts made to reverse the trend, the Feminist
scholar, said: “in terms of public awareness, women
groups in different professions and disciplines have
been organizing semimars and workshops e
sensitize Nigerian women (o paolitical self-
awareness, Mull and effective participation in the
demoscratic process ot the rural and arban levels”

1 cross section of Professors before the Lecture

Ol moded that =us far back as the 1980+, works by
Nigerian Feminist writers such as Omolara
Ogundipe, Chikwenve Okonjo-Ogunyvemi, Mary
Kaolawaole, Helen Chukwuma, Gleria Chukwukere,
Grace Okereke, Catherine Acholonu, Chioma
Opara, have been in existence,” adding that there is
a plethora of eritical warks of female critics such as
Inishong Uko, Therasa Njoku, Emilia Oke, Mabel
Evwierhoma and Julle (ikoh, today,

Deseribing Feminist Theatre as “an art thai is
devoled o advocating women's aulonomy  and
identity,” Okoh, explained that this advecacy is
Tound not only in playvs written by wamen, buat alsa
by male dramatists and eritics, adding that the
primary aim of feminist theatre is o sensitine
women and society on the need to treat female folks
o the hasis Il-fi.'lilll I'il} with men.

UOm her contributions te knowledge, the Inaugural
Lecturer said she had published more than 10
articles on women, bath in English and Freach in
amd outside Nigeria, adding that “as a theatre
praciitioner, 1 have systematically used the theatre
to speak against such crude practices as widowhood
rites, gender discrimination, child abuse, sevual
harassment., childlessmess amd female
circumeision.”

She called on stakehalders ta join in the war against
gender discrimination, recommending ithe

Senior Staff Club Plans Guest
House, Computerized Security

By Ethel Timi-fohnson

he present Management of the Senlor

Stalfl Club of the University is

committed to ensuring judicious
application of funds st its disposal, says Dr
Tammy Orunaboka, who alse disclosed plans to
computerize security toe make it a safe
environment for relaxation and meaningful
interaction.
Speaking to a UNIPORT Weekly Correspondent
last Wednesday, Orunaboka sald things were
beginning to be done right in the Club with
high-level commiiment and team work among
top cxeculive and stafl as kev indices for
change. “For us, there is every reason for
change to ensure that members get good value
for money invested into rebuilding the Club by
creating an atmosphere for relaxation and
recreation after the dayv's work™, he stated,
ciplaining that as part of efMorts almed at
providing better services for members, the Clab
has embarked on massive removation exercise

which he said is responsible for attracting more
members, whae now see the Club as a true place
of reluxation and intersction.

Disclosing plans to camputerize security in the
Clib, the President sald the project s
necessitated by the need to checkmate the wse of
facilities by won-members or infilirators.
Stressing  that the security svstem would set up
a database of all senior siall of the University.
including their names and postings, he noted
that the security persennel would be trained by
the Information Technology and
Communication Centre on the wse of the
guilyers,

“The enormous challenge of transforming the
Club requires the invelvement of all
stakeholders™, the President said, appealing to
persons, who made donations during the
commissioning of the main bar to redeem their
pledges. He alss revealed plans for the
construction of guest houses and cateries in the
Clab as part af his Admialstration's campalgn

UNIPCRT

Campus_Link,

domestication of
international treatics,
fentinization of power,
enlightenment
campalgns, funding of
theatre practice, amongst
others, as measures that
would check gemder
discrimination in the
Nigerian society.
Frofessor Okoh wsed
dramatic interludes to
8 add colour to the Lecture
and also drive hame her
argument, The playlets,
which were performed by
Theatre Aris siundenis,
focuwssed omn the
appressive practicoes against women and the necd
for their liberation from patriarchy,

In his remarks, Vice-Chanccllor, Professar Joseph
Ajienka, who described the Inavgural Lecturer as a
writer-professor, observed that “in any commumity,
where vou have just ane creative writer, it calls for
celehration, becawse these are individuals capable
of enriching the cubture of the peaple.

“Professors and writers have delivered Inaugural
Leciures im this University. Professar Julie (kaoh,
belongs ti a special ¢lass in this community, Her
works are recommended nol only in Nigeria, bat
also in other parts of the world. And so her lecture is
n celebration and harvest of creativity,” the Vice-
Chancellor pointed owt, adding that women have
their rights which should not be trampled upon.
According to him. people should not just see
feminixm ax women's fight for equal rights with
men, “I7 you look st men and women, vou will see
thit ihey are different. One of the problems we have
I that women coniradict themselves. The day
waomen change, evervthing will change. They are
the ones invelved in Temale circumcision, which
they iromically criticize. My perception of the
worian i that she is different from the man. We
must distinguish between the role of women and
men as given by the Almighty, We complement each
ather and not in competition ™ he added.

promises on assamption
of office, adding that a
new Suya spot,
Information Centre
have been completed
for use by members.

Dy Orunaboka

Wal 11, Na, §
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Professor Syiva Kalu, Department of Marketing, Faculty of Management
Sciences, re-appointed Deam of Faculty. The appointment takes immediate
effect and terminates on 22 October, 2014,

Dr L F Asieghu, Department of Marketing, Faculty of Management
Sciences, appainted Adcting Head of Department. The appolntment takes
immedinte effeet and terminstes on 23~ October, 2014,

Dy L.C. Micah, Department of Accounting, Faculty of Management
Sclences, appointed Acting Head of Department, effective 15° November,
1011 nnd terminates on 15° November, 2014,

Dy Christopher (Obiorak, Department of Anatomical Pathology, Faculty of
Basic Medical Sciences, pramoted Semior Lecturer, effective 17 October,
1.

Dy Letorn Akinola, Depariment of Animal Science & Fisheries, Faculty of
Agriculiure, promoted Semior Lecmurer, effective 1™ October, 2012,

SABBATICAL LEAVE

Professor E.S. Erondy, Institute of Agriculiural Research and Development,
granted Sabbatical Appointment with Federal University of Technology, Owerri,
effiective 1" November, 2012 to 1" October, 2013,

AWARD OF FELLOWSHIP

Professor John Enemugwem, Department of History & Diplomatic Stodies,
Faculty of Humanithes, invested Fellow of Historical Society of Nigeria in
recognition of his sdvancement of knowledge in the discipline on 19
October, 2012 at Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, Niger
Dlta.

Mrs Helem (whonds-Wopara, Bursary Department, invested Fellow
Certified National Accountant {FCNA) om 11* October, 2012, having satisfied
necessary conditions prescribed by the Association of Mational Accountants
al Migeria.

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT

v Gronewa Amue, Department of Marketing, Faculty of Management
Sclences, confirmed Staff of the Department, effective 16™ Angust, 2007,

Mr Solomon Thank(red, Works and Services Department, confirmed
Artivan Grade IIT (R/A), effective 20™ May, 2010,

Mr Emmianuel Herbert, Works and Services Department, confirmed Armisan
Gl IT1, effective 20 May, 2010,

Mr Sefike Thpe, Works and Services Department, conflrmed Arilsan Gd JITT,
effective 5° May, 2000,

Mr Chimaogu (aghke, Works and Services Deparinient, conflrmed Arfisan
G ITT (RAA) , effective 20° May, 2010,

Mr Omu Chima, Warks snd Services Department, confirmed Plant Operator,
effective 12* March, 2000,

Mr lkpe Progrew, Works and Services Department, confirmed Plans
Operator, effective 11* March, 2010,

Mr Nwibari Sunday, Works and Services Department, confirmed Painter
{Artisan GD ITT), effective 5 May, 2010,

M Awari Louis, Bursary Department, confirmed Sendor Drfver, effective 15%
Juily, 2010.

Mr Enyi Ernest, Student Affsirs Department, confirmed Porfer, effective 19°
January, 209,

Mr Kingdom Amadi, Works and Services Department, confirmed Arfisan Gd
I (Welder), effective 10™ May, 2010,

Mizs Nwinee Christign, Science and Engineering Workshop, confirmed
Computer Operator, effective 17 June, 2009,

Mr Abel Ekiaior, Works and Services Department, confirmed Arfisan &d LIT
{Plant Operator), effective 11 March, 2000,

Mr Ikpe Progress, Works and Services Department, confirmed Planr
Operator, effective 11* March, 2010,

Mr Enyinda Kemneth, Works and Services Department, confirmed Planr
Operator, effective 3™ March, 2010,

Mr Simeon Nwidoble, Works and Services Department, confirmed Arfisan
Gd 11T (Mason), effective 20™ May, 2010.

Mr Kinikachi (hehor, Works and Services Department, confirmed Arfisan
{Welding), effective 3™ May, 2010

Mr Samuel Agba, Works and Services Department, conflrmed Arilsan Gd IT
iElectrician), effective 20° May, 2010,

Mr Christian Barinuazer, Works and Services Department, confirmed
Artivan Gd [T (Plany Operator), effective 11° March, 2010,

HIV/AIDS ALERT
HIV/AIDS is real. Protect yourself.
Avoid a reckless lifestyle that can
expose you to infection.
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PROGRAMME ON SOCIAL gy SIASHES AS1 BILLION
JUSTICE FROM VARSITY SPENDING 5,

fe Babalola University [ Masien i
[ABUAD). Ado-Ekitl has ustralian Vice-Chancellors
beem gramted approval by the were shocked by the Federal

z - Government's unexpecied
MNatlonal Usiversities Commission
[":l :'I o ru:n:ni:l:n‘ " ,,h.;l-ll.r decision to slash ASI billion (USS1

programme on Soclal Justlce storting billion) from higher education
from the 20122013 academic session,  *Pending over the next five years.

Ihe programme is designed to irain ]I“m:rrd';“[j“h‘i"“:“r“"“'qlt"
para-legal officers in order . h'__'_“ “':;":‘: "': ';;"I ras
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Emman - 2 el
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ice-C Cof and Vice-
Vice-Chancellor ; : :
ol Federal Chancellor
st S lI:"':iv. r:':iltr
Agriculture .!' . .'\
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:'::llt'nl‘r::;“-f the loss of
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among

research
twielve other asliion
contenders, g 7

- Hilmer said the cuwt meant the
is expected (o assume office this government had remeged on lts prior

EUR. undertaking to boost funding for the

Ills ..lls Sﬂ“llllllﬂ' indirect cosis of national competitive
STRIKEFORRSUST research gramts throwgh its

Sustaiming Excellemi Rescarch

Sinab Asnacinil g Programme.
:‘l "'“.I'l ‘;Ih:“t'a EI":"::\":']! He said GoS aniversities would bear
Agerian Studemts (AANSh e bhrunt of the AS150 million cut

has opposed an imm“mllﬂ: strike from 2013 and ASSM million over the
“_J'r.““"_'d I'.”_ th":_ ‘ﬁ“d.“m'c f forward estimates. “While we are
lhnl:.:n i:; rlwr::ll: ;l‘.. ':lit“ relieved the povernment has not
Shaw SaUCArLY Wi Tae TV ers A€ proceeded with cuts to research
University of Science and Technology grants directly, we are alarmed by its

;‘ i m_'_-lpk_'m"_“m{'?' ul!,;""r’ﬁ"r decision to erede the research fabric
SARNEN: TALNC o VIow L INOECRON  fal sl top researchers to do

of the University. NANS President : -
¢ * excellent k cientlv,” Hilmer
Mauda Mohammed, said that the :::: ent: werk efficientty lkmer

fresh attempt to embark on another
strike would disrupt the already “Complied by Orikor Samuel

STOP PRESS

The maiden Registry Day Ceremony of University of Port Harcourt,
holds this Friday, 9th November, 2002, at the Ebitimi Banigo
Aunditorium, University Park by 10:00am.

The theme of the eveni which is *"REGISTRY, THE LIFELINE OF
THE UNIVERSITY: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE®, will have
former Registrar, University of Ibadan, Mojisola Ladipo, FNIM, mni,
as Guest Lecturer, under the chairmanship of Emeritus Professor Nimi
Briggs, former Vice-Chancellor, University of Port Harcourt. The event
will also be used to honour former Regisirars and retired Deputy
Registrars. All staff and members of the University Community are

encouraged fo attend
UNIPERT ) ot
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Flood Vld:ims
Get Relief L'

Materials From
UNIPORT

e University of Port

Harcourt embarked on Dewii, Studdemt Affairs Deparimeni, Prof Hoary Betl-Cram, Prafeasor Bell-Gam, Depily Regtitrar (bafarmation,
the f.'- rsi P hase fim swit) smperviving the theee racks loaded with martreses Willicwes Wodi, swpervisiog bviadimg uf the martrevies

distribution of relief materials
with a rtotal of 1,000
matiresses fo flood victims in
Rivers and Bayelsa States,
penultimate  Thursday. Our
Correspondent, OTIKOR
. SAMUEL, whoe covered the
. event, alse captured the
highlights.
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