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ayvelsa State Commissioner of Information and Orientation, Mr Markson
: Fefegha, has expressed profound gratitude to authorities of University of Port
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Inlorlor To Written Form ~Okoh

By Humphrey Ogu

ontrary to the popular
misconception that written
African literature is

superior to its oral counterpart,
Professor Nkem Okoh of the
Department of English Studies, has
sounded it loud and clear that Oral
Literature is not only as valid as
the written form, but also displays
the same characteristics and is even
more cumbersome to collect.

Okoh, who made the submission
while delivering the 97" Inaugural

Lecture titled: “0f Svmergies:
Linking Literature, Language and
English in Nigeria®, at the Ebitimi
Banigo Auditorium last Thursday,
observed that there is an erroneosus
conception of (dral Literature as
antiguarian, moribund or
anachronistic phenomenon,
performed bv raconteurs and
performers, who engage in o
creativity, but rarely function as
passive rraditors or rigid
transmitters of a tradition, saving:

“whether or not we live in an

electronic or technologically
sophisticated world, the synergies
and constant interfacing of orafity
and writimg  or print are a fui
aceompli®,

According to him, the oral medium
continues 0 occupy a prominent
place, while wvarious forms are
transmitted through the spoken
waord, emploved by radio, television
and theatre, among others. “The
impact of oral literature is seen in
its capacity for propelling the oral
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Orientation For Stajf’

By Obinna Nwaodim

ecently, the Faculty of Science organized
an  Orienfation Exercise Tor jumior
cademics in the Faculty. It was aimed at

giving them the requisite exposure on the dos and
dom'ts in the Faculty, as well as position them lor
increased cfficicney. The event which was also
interactive ascertain from this
category of Lecturers, the challenges they faced
on their job schedules, What the Faculty has done
is commendable and should be emulated by other
Faculties, This is imperafive because as stall
transit into the system, they need to conform to
the approved way of doing things.

It is mo longer news that many staff, particularly,
those in the teaching cadre transit into the system
without proper orientation on the ethics of the
academic profession. They find their way into the
classroom and sometimes ran contrary o Their
statutory functions. Some of them do not
undersiand the academic traditions of heir
respective Faculties. Consequently, such
individuals do whatever they think is right. This
should not be the case as any individual employed
inte the academic circle must be given
appropriate orientation in order to be acquainted
with the ethics of the hallowed academic
environmenit, Orientation exercises would enable
various Faculty managements to refocus the
mindset of these young Lecturers to conform ia
the principles of the academia,

It is also important to state that the acquisition of
a Doctoral degree does mot necessarily confer on
an imdividual the .'|hi|il}' to beach, Tewchine muost
be dome with passion, dedication and
commitment. The Lecturer is an academic-
minded rersom, whase orfentation should be
intellectually  inclined. His core business s
teaching and research. In other words, he is either
teaching or researching in an effort to advance the
frontiers of Knowledge and impart same o the
students, who would in turn apply them for the
benefit of the society. An scademic must show a
high level of discipline, integrity and decency. The
student leoks up to Lecturers and so they should
position  themselves as role models. We have
heard of incidents where people take up the
teaching profession hecause they admired a
|rur|i|.'|||:drl eciurer, That is what il should be, The
Lecturer s \||[||1|n1.'|| ta show some level of
distinction in and out of the classroom.

It is in this respect that regular
Orientation exercises shoukd bae
sustained on a University-
wide scale. There is
n [§] reason “I'I:I.
other Faculties
should nol dosame. In
daing this, it is

was used o

Praf Tony Arinze, Director, Quality Assweance & (uatiy Contral

imperative to state that such exercises should be
carrbed out | the first few weeks of their
engagement, This will go a long way in nipping in
the bud, problems that may arise from oiber
ignorance of professional ethics by new
1,'n|F|Iu;\|.'|.~\. I s also i||||:|||rr.u||I lor i1he
Frofessional Ethics Committec to liaise with the
various Faculty managements to ensure that new
staff understand what the ethics of the profession
are. As the currenl administration led by
Professor Joseph Ajienka strives to build an
Entrepreneurial University, where research and
inmovation meel with the indostry for mutual
bhenefits, it is imperative for Lecturers to Key into
this vision 1o ensure i1 actualization.

Prof Kanw Nkangineme, Director of Professional Evics Ciiee

'I'm A Student By Day,

P8
fias

' | Writer By Night'e=

JONAH QKPABI ix a Second Year Student in the Department of Petro-Chemical Technology,
School of Science Laboratory Technology, who hapes to distinguish himself as a Petro-Chemical
Engineer and a Writer. In this interview with our Correspondent, HUMPHREY 0GL, Qkpabi,
describes himself as a student by the day arnd writer by night. He also bared his mind on how he
hopes to combine engineering with his passion—owriting. Welcome to his world!

Right from childhood, |
always had the passion of
studving in UNIPORT,
because the University has a
reputation as a training
ground for great leaders,
including the Archbishop of
the Niger Delta Province,
Church of Nigeria Anglican
Communion, Most Rey
Ignaiius Kattey, many top
politicians, captains of
industry, educationisis
and erudite scholars, ”
he recalls, beaming a
smile ol
satisfaction. »
What is his
normal day &
like? “As a &
student, |
attend
lectures,
read my
books and
spend  some
quality time
in the
library. In
the evening,
I write short
stories, and
motivational essays, 1 call myself a student by
the day, writer by night,” he sayvs.
How does he manage his time amidst many fime-
demanding activities? *“(nce vou are passionate
about something, yvou will never have problem
with setting tasks for vourself and
accomplishing them. It is a matter of interest
and passion. The only thing is that you prioritize
your activities by handling some with
maderation. For instance, [ am also involved in
sporting and Church activities. 1 play foothall,

have

but for nuw, 1 do that once in a while, 1 spent

miost evenings among the Christinns,” he psints

out, evoking the aura of a budding motivational

speaker,

“1 look forward to becoming a great engineer. It

is my dream to make immense contributions

towards improvement of the Nigerian

petroleum  indusiry, as well as in the

realization of Vision 20: 2020 as

,\ . it alfecis the industry. As an

_oil producing country,

% Nigeria should not

have a problem of

meeting the

petroleum needs of its

citizens. 1 hope io

distinguish myself,

nofl just as am

engineer, but also as a

writer. | also hope io

donate books to the

Library to assist in

developing a proper

reading habit, which

would ultimately help

in improving the

reading culiure of

students,” he affirms,

with an air of
confidence.
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Similarly, Chairmen of Abua/Odual, Ahoada East and
Ahoada West Local Government Areas of Rivers State,
spenking throupgh their representatives also praised the
Unidversity for donating reliel materials towards assisting
victims of the natural disaster which hit about 20 States in
the Federation.

The political leaders made the commendation when the
Dean of Student AfMairs Department, Professor Henry
Bell-Cam, bed a delegation to deliver the second phase of
relief materinls to various Comps in Rivers and Bayvelsa
Stutes, lost Tuesday. Speaking before embarking on the
trip, Deputy Registrar (Information), Willlams Wadi,
disclosed thai the distribution of foeod items, medicines,
clothing and talletries was the second phase following an
carlier delivery of 1,080 pieces of mattresses and medical
vutreach to same of the Camps by the asthorities and
students of the University,

Waodi, whoe declared thal the Universily was ool vel
throwgh with its contribution to tackling the natural
disaster that rendered vietims homeless and destroved
mast farmlands while it lasted. promised that the
Institwtion would closely monitor the rl{wt:lnpmq'nl by
carrying oul post-impact assessment with a view 1o
lovestallimg the ellects i case ol Tuture Dowd sccurremees.
Speaking while handing over the items to the
Coordinators at various Camps. Professor Bell-Cram. who
conveved the svmpathy of the University to the affected
communitics, advised them to ensore that the materials pei
to the Dntemded beneliciaries, reassuring them that the

University wonld, throwgh its Institwtes and Centres, carmy

Dateline

Bayelsa Govt, LGAS, Hail UNIPORT On Relief Materials

oul relevant research o contrilte to the body of
knowledpe simed ot tsckling similar incidents in futore.

¥lr Felegha received the items on belall of Bayelsa State
Government, wihile the Supervisor of Finamce, Mr
Asimiove Abbe and Press Secretary, Gearge Ove oollected
for Abua'Cdual Local Government Area. Chiel Protoecol
(Mficer, Mr Eze Utuln and Special Assistant to the
Chairman, ¥r Progress Joseph represented Ahondn East,
while Mr Joseph Ighegiri stood in for the Chalrman of

Ahoada West Local (rovernment Area at the separate
events,

It would be recalled that Medical Students of the
University under the platform of Pert Harcourt U niversiry
YWedicsl and Dental Stwdenis Associntion (PUMDEA) hoad
alsn embarked omn a medical outreach programme to some
afl the impacted communities as part of their own
comiribution o reducing the sufferings of the Mood
vietims,

Dhearn, Sivielenai Affares (37 from Ieft), Director, Health Services Depr, Dr Ken Anugwere, Deputy Registrar (faformation),
Williams Widi, Chairman and Secretary of Collection Sub-Commiter, Dy Clrimwe Ezirim and Mrx Flarence (fgvwa and
afiers beifoie the diziribiniog

Stakeholders Brainstorm On N'Delta Dev

By Mercy Don-Baridam

gainst the backdrop of recemt Mooding in the
Amunlr_\ and in lime with the vision of the Prafessar

Joseph Ajienka-led adminisiration eon
development, the Institute of Natwral Resources,
Enviromment and Sustainable Development in
partnership with the Stamley Lawson Chair on
Environmental Geology and the Centre for Disaster Risk
Management and Development Stodies (CDREMDS),
orpanized s Conference simed at tackling envirommental
challemges, The event was held at Ebitimi Bamigo
Auditorinm, University Park, penoliimate Friday.
Delivering the Kevnaote Address titled: “Socie-Econami
Ixznes i the Sustatmable Developwent of the Niger Dedta,™
FProfesser Dagoge Fubara, disclosed that = The 20012 Moed
disaster in most parts of the Federation and the Niger
Delta in particular, s a pointer to the gross neglect af
enviranmenial management principles to enhance
sustminnhle development ™.
Professor Fubara, who refterated the fact that the MNiger
Delta produces immense oil wealth that fuels Nigeria's
ccomomy, stated that “Bevond vast ofl and gas deposits,
the Delta is blessed with good agriculiural land, extensive
forest amd fish species, which have been badly degraded
du¢ to environmental pollution arising from
unsustninable petrolenm exploration and exploitation,
together with litile or oo other industrial activities,”
regretting that the region is exposed to the most intensely

hazardous concentration of industrial activithes, while the
wetlands constifute some of the most fragile coosystems of
the world because of their rich notural resources,
including over 85 per cent of Migeria's ofl and gas.

The kevaote speaker, wha is a Member of the Rivers State
Economic Advisory Council, expressed dismay over the
inability of successive governments to profect the Niger
Delta environmend, said that the Region is sullering lrom
administrative and carporate snial rﬂpnniihili.r}'
meglecl, grodsly, inadequate sodial infrastroctare and
services, high lIrI.I,'I1I.P|ﬂ:|.'!‘|'I.rI;rII., sacial deprivation, abject
poverty and most recently, endemic conflict™,
He identified lack of political goodwill Ter Niger Deltas
development leading to shdication of corporate social
responsibility by government, the imfernational odl
companies and indwstries a3 some of the challenges
militating ppwinst ithe development of the arca.

I'he Frofessor of Geodesy stressed the need for a
metenrabogicnl dotn station, constal tide pouging, and
hvdradymnmic monitoring, where river pauge
instrumentations should be installed and manned thrice
daily oll year round and alse stape dats recerding. He
sabd, “there is also the need to establish & common vision
for sustainable development that would ensure the
promotion of an economically, socially and
envirenmentally sustainable fature for the planet, present
and fulure generations™.

In hiz remarks, Chairman of the event, Mr Shedrack
Akalokwu, whi sald that environmental sustainability,

. A i
DVl (REDY), Prof Willie-Abbey farrowed) Chrirman of the eveat, Mr Akalekwa (right), Keywote Speaker, Prof Fubara
Refth, Director of INRES, Prof Akpokedie 27 gl and other porticipons

Monding and disaster are all connected to water, noted that
the Mood of 2012 did not take policy makers unaware since
they were aleried hefore the Nood took over much of the
reghoa,

Akalokwu stressed the necd for concerted efforts by
stukehalders o comtsin such disasters in futwre, colling
for immediate environmental audit and Intervention by
government in order to save the endangered species in the
region, as well as protect lives and property. He
commended the University Management for faking the
babd imitiative o dialogwe on & matler so crucial in the
affairs of the country and hamanity,

Declaring the evenl apen, Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Juseph Ajienka, who commended the Centre for the
imitiative, said that “the Institute was established in lne
with the wision of the administration te make the
University of Port Harcowri s world class
Entreprencurial University that is research—intensive™,
Professor Ajienkawho was represented by the Deputy
Vice=Chancellor, {Research and Development), Professor
Bene Willie-Abbey, announced that the University has
eslablished callaborations and alse received grants Irom
the MacArthur Foundstion of Chicspa, stating that the
collaboration with University of Gothenburg, Sweden
wis gimed at covrdinating and promoting an int
apprasch to the Niger Delta environment and sustainohle
developnicni isswes.

He disclosed plans to provide a platform for coordinating
efforts that would ensure the synergy required for holistle
sustuinable develspment of the region.

Also speaking, Director of the Centre, Professor Enavie
Akpokodje, said that the event was packaged to discuss
issmes that baothersd om the recent Nosd in ports of the
conntry with a view to proffering salutions to the
problems to minimize future occurrences,

STOP PRESS

NAAT GETS NEW EXCO

he University of Port Harcourt Branch of

the Natlonal Association of Academie

Technologists (NAAT) now has a new
Executive Council following an election held on
4" October, 2012. Mr Ambrose Ogheghe was
returned as Chairman. Also elected are Mr
Obioma Eseonu (Vice-Chairman), Mr Tom Oko
(General Secretary), Mr Michael Aniyeloye
(Financial Secretary), Miss Henrietta Nnandi
(Treasurer), Mrs Seleipiri Horsfall (Assistant
Secretary), Mrs Fuoseh Opurum (Welfare
Secretary), Mr Emmanuel Edah (Public
Relations Officer) and Mr Aunstim Abah (Ex-

Vol 13, Ma. 1
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Expert Calls For

ational Diabetes Centre

By Humphrey Ogu

resident, Diabetes
Assaciation of Niperia, Dr S8
Sunny Chinenye, has g

called for the establishment of o
Mational Dishetes Centre in the
cowniry, stating that o centre
excellence in

LI e

o ¥

dinhbctes

with

It he
n i

L
. I Chinenye

enmal conrdinating units is long overdue,

Dy Chimemnye, who made the call im & message to the 2002
World Disbetes Dav (WD), marked penuliimaie
Wednesday, alio appealed to government at all levels to
“emsure the availability and affordability of essential
medicines and technologics to people livime with
dinhetes, abolish tariffs on anti-dishetes drugs and
comsumables, w0 that access and aflordability can be

emsured, and integrote diabetes care and prevention into
our mnational healthcare svstem.”

Citing World Health Organization (WHOY) statistics, he
sabd: =MNigeria has the highest number of diabetics in sub-
dhould be af

Saharam Africa. Therefore, WDD

[ TEI

paramount Importance to all Nigerians,” idemtifying
inadequate and declining support (o patients, [rostration
and helplessmess amang less-privileged persons  and
lamablbies of diabetics, inereasing complications and
deaths asseclated with diabetes resulting from poverty,
lake drugs and poor knowledge base of the deadly disease
disbetes, ns same of the chollenpes confronting potients
and provisions of care in the couniry,
According te Dy Chinenye, who is a Consultant Physician
al the University of Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital
{UPTHY, nther challenges include misinformiation shouwt
diabetes and inappropriate care across the nation,
cspecially from altermative healthcare providers and
viery wizak linancial status of diabetes advocacy gromps
it wll bevels.
Describing diabetes as “a chronie, muolti-svstemic
disease that has begome a world-wide |1.il1l.‘|1‘l'l1ll.'
alTecting all peaple, ages, gender, the rich and p
he exploined that the disease is cansed by deficient
% insuli n production, resistance o insulin
— action ar a combination of hath. It
i a diserder of the very cugine of
life because when the body cannot
utilize nutrients, including placass,
@ number of vitnl mechanisms can
breakdown with life-threatening consequences.”
“Diabetes has been described as exercise-deliciency
state, hecanse when vou are deficient in exercise, yon are
mast likely to be sedentory und overweight and these sre
conditions that fuel the disease. Patlents have to engage in
exercise,” he advised, peinting oul that exercise helps (o
speed up utilization of glucose by the body cells, making
them healthier and more energetic; it also cnhances
weight loss and keeps one fit. When the body cells
properly ulilize glacose, the blood sugar would drap.
Dir Chinemye, whs moted that untrested dishetes conbd
result im muliiple complications, listed heart disease,

stroke, Kidmey CGilure, blosd wvessel disease, nerve
damuoge, impaience, inferiility, intra-oterine desths,
stillbirths, amputations, blindness and sudden deaths as
sovme of The likely conseguences of the disease.
Explaining that onee the disease is detected, the problem
is half-sobved, Dr Chinenye, disclosed that =1 sow o
diabetic patient who was 90 vears ald in Edmonton,
Canadla, last vear. He was diagnosed at the age of 10, By
last year, he had lived with the ailment for 80 years, Many
paticmis are known e have lived for more 3 years.
DMurimg the WD kast vear, we detected over ten lecturers,
imcluding professors that are diabetic in this Universiry.
=As Migerians modernlze and copy western [ifestyles, the
disease frequency i om the increase among Lop
executives, politicians, civil servants, farmers,
traditional rablers, basinessmen, teachers. students,
schonl children, pre-schoal, and pregmant women. It is
obvious that diabetes mellitus touches almost every
family and constitutes a drain om the eccomamy and social
life af sulferers and their ilies,” he podmibed out.
Disclosing that he oftem wses the acronym: MEDEM,
which stands for menitoring, education, diel, exercise
and medication, to expluin stapes in the manspement of
iabetes, D Chimenye sald: “those wise have Type Une
are on medication for life. There is no tablet for insalin,
And miost of them are young people, while Type Twa
allfects wdulis, especinlly those on fwhlets wnd or insulin
combined., There are other miscellaneous drugs, the
vitamins, mingrals and so0 on, warnimg that paticnt
should mod leave the main drogs and (ecas o0
supplements which, he said, are snly minimolly
supportive,

“Every diahctic paticnt needs balanoed diet, which
imcliades carbahvdirates, protein, vitamins, Tats, minerals,
in moderation. Il a disbetic patient is underweight, he
must he given enough ford to regain weight; if he is
overweight, we freal him (o maintain the wekght dietary-
whse, The formula for calculaiing normal welghi bs called
Body Mass Index— meeaning total quantity of mass in an
imdividual, incheding fats and muscle  weight, divided by
licightin square metre,” he said.

WD, ebd om Chetober 14 every year, was fivst celebrated
im1%¥91 by the International Diabetes Federation (1DF)
and WHO, in response to prowing concerns ahont the
cacalating health threat that diabetes poses. The theme
for 201 2 was INabeves Edwcarion and Prevention,

UNIPORT Trains Host Communities On Agro-biz

q s 0 way of strengthening the existing mutual
relationship between the University of Port
Harcourt amd its Host Communitics, as well as

address the depreciating interest in agriculiure, which is
the second largest productive sector of the country's
ecanomy, the Facully el Agricalture has trained over 208
wimen and youths drawn from the Host Communities
an new farming fechnigues to beost fosd production in
the first phose af on imtervention progromme by the
Special Projects Unit af the Vice-Chancellor's office.
Declaring open the four-day training programms, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajlenka, represented by
Deputy Vice-UChancellar {Research and Development),
Professor Beme Willie-Abbey, recalled that the
University had established a lamg history of mutwal
relationship with bts host communbthes by emgaging them
im human capiial developmeni in reciprocation of their
gesture im providing massive hectares of their land,
siressing the need for sturdy Town and Gown
partnership o !l‘ll'ﬂ.l]il! lomg-termi relationship and
Toster sustainalle de
“We arel:luugllis mhlmlipm the next level throagh
u calculated nnd pragmatic appranch simed ot making
the women and youths in these communities to become
their own b amdl ers of labour by ereating an
enabling envirenment tlmughliulﬂhdl.nn practical
spricnliure”, the Vice-Chancellor said, pointing out that
the Workshop was capable of providing better
knowledge of practical and modern agriculiure ia
participants.

“This traiming is the beginning of a series al such

callaborations which we helieve will impact greatly on

the lives of pesple in our host commuanities™, Professor

Ajienku suid, psgoring them thot there would be follow-

up exercises to evaluate the application of knswledge

gained from the training.

In her Keynote Address, Dean, Faculty of Agriculiure,

Professor Love Akonye, who called for mare invest ment

im agriculture (o enswre sufficient food production for

econamic stabilify, regretted that the agricultural sector

By thikor Samuel
currently focased more on subsistent food crops to
satisly the domestic market, despite employing up to
60% of Nigerians and contributing alout 35% to the
Ceross Domiestic Praduocts.
Professar Akonye, who further lamented that one in
every eight persons in the country goes lo sheep hungry
every day due 1o low food production, shserved than
agriculiure is cemtral to human existence and therelore,
a necessary business for every man living on earth,
emplasizing the need for regular iraining of eperators
to make foodstufl available in every home,
The Keynote Speaker advocated engagement of furmers
im what she described as agribusiness and value chain
approach to fasi-track development in the sector. “An
Agribusiness regulatory/policy analvsis and
development shoubd be puol in place. along with
agriculture-related reform in areas such as agricaltural
poliey, structural adjustment, and Anancial sector
relorm™, she said.
The Dean advised frmers in the host communities to

avail themselves of the fomr Departments and a
Demonstrotion Farm in the Fecalty to learn and apdate
their kmowledge om improved farming technigues,
disclosing that the Faculty renders advisary services and
technicul instroctions to interested persons.

Earlier in his speech, Director of Special Projects in the
Office of the Viee-Chancelbor, Professar Matthew
Wegwu, disclosed that the programme was the first
phose intervention to empower the host communities,
who graciously provided land for establishment of the
University, stating that the programme aims at training
anather baich in compater programming, fabrication,
plasshlowing amd webding, amongst sther small-scale
enterprises that woubd enable beneficiaries fend For
themselves.

The four-day training sessions exposed participants to
both practical and thesretical koowledge in the
agricultural sector and processes involved in acoessing
loans from Banks amd FADAMA Project for commercial
agriculture in poultry farming, fsheries, hortleulture
and vegetable productisn.

Sowme of the participants, fnset: (L-R) Dean, Foculty af Agriculmure, Prof Akonye, I¥ F- l." (R& D Prof Willie-A by,
Mirector, Speciod Projecrs, Prof Wegwy and o raditfonsd raler of the opening coremmry
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he meed for Narses ito
actively participate in
research and peer reviewedl

debate in srder for their voices te be
heard in the healthonre system has
been emphasized, This observation
was made by Dr Josephine Etowa,
while delivering a paper  Gitled: “Mappi
mg tiee Landscape of Nursing Praciies and Nursing
Research ™ held at the Seminar Reom of the Faculty
of Clinkeal Sciences.

Dr Etvwa dischosed that Nursing is one of the most
adnptuble professions in the health care
workforee, as it reinvents itsclf with advances in
health eare delivery techniques and ehanges. She
said that Nursing is concermed with promsing the
health and healing of patients, including care of the
slek and dying. According fo her, Nursing has been
an enabling force for change in health care
delivery, including the coordination of
multidisciplinary care teams.

Explaining the rale af Nurses, Dr Etowa, who is an
Assoclate Professor and Loyer DaSaliva Research
Chair Qecupant in Public Health Nursing in =
Oittawn, Canade, soid, “orses integrate patients
involvemient and knowledpe about the entire population
with personal and chinical understanding of the health
and illness experiences of individuals and families within
the population. Nurses focas on the prevention of illmess,
injury or disability, the promaotion of health and the
restoration of individuals and translate know ledge from
the health and social sciences (o individuals and
populations through intervemtion programmes and
sdvacmey™,

The Assoclate Professor, whe ldentified lack of
invalvement in research and policy development, ack of
time anal expertise to engage in research in o meaningful
way us some of the challemges facing Nurses, stressed the
need for a change to reverse the trend, She called on
Nirses o e al the frontlines of policy Torimulation to
advance educational transformaticn amd remove
harricrs to practice and care. “As Norses, we muast work
together with sther stakeholders in healih care to bring a
change™, she advocated.

Declaring the Seminar open, Frovost, College of Health
Scicmee, Professor Chris Alcani said, “1 have 2 passion for
this Department and &5 the youmgest; we are tryving to
nurture it to fall maturity, We are happy we have been
accredited fe starl Posl graduate programmes ancd
hopefully we wonkld soon praduste our first set of
students,”

PAGE 5
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DW= &I, Prof Willie=Abbey Iﬁ'_ﬁm right} Grmest Spewker, 0r Etowa, Profs, Akand, fkimofe, Dr Bebatinde

fright) Ag HNY, Nurving, Dr Robinvon-Bavsey, Profe Adwtey & Former Vo©, Emeritius Prof Briges flefth

By Mercy Don-Baridam
Professor Akani, who was reprisented by the Dean,
Facalty of Clinical Sciences, Professor John lkimols,
capressed gratitwde to the Centre for Health and
Development for bringing the facilitator to collaborate
with the University and the Centre and also commended
Dir Etowa for linding time to speak to Murses in Nigerio
In his contribution, Acting Dircctor of the Centre, Dir Seve
Bahatunde, who recounted the abjective of the Centre,
saddl it is poised 1o engage im collaboration, secure gramis
and encourage meaningful research. Promising that the
Centre would contimue to go inte colluhorations with
other Universities and Centre, Dr Babatunde hoped that
thi beneliciaries wounld utilize the knowledge gained from
the Seminir to enhance their practioe.
Alsa speaking, Acting Hend, Department of Nursing, Dr
Grace Robinson-Bassey, thanked the facilitator for
finding time to be part of the Seminar. Dr Etowa,
according 10 her, has distinguished hersell’ in research,
charging fellow Narses und sindents of the Deportment to
wark hard to cosure that they contribute fo knowledge
through collabarative research,
Earlier, the delegation paid a courfesy visit on the Vice-

Chancellor, Professar Joseph Ajienka, who expressed
satisfaction with the activitics of the Centre, thanking Dr
Etowa for coming to the University, “We need people, who
can push research; we meed more Migerians to be
dedicated to bring aboul change,” the Vice Chancellor
noted, encouraging them to comtinee to work ns o team to
emsure that the Centre continues to discharpe its core
mandate of training healthcare personnel to man the
critical healthcare sector.

Frofessar Ajienkn, who was represented by the Deputy
Viee-Chancellor, (Research and Develapment), Professor
Bene Wille-Abbey, sald “Research ks the main thing now;
the world is leaving ws behind, because of lick of research
hiere. In this University, we encoonrape research and there
is & need for ws to engage in more quality research™
expressing optimism that the Centre would continue to
livie e Do ils mamae.
Membeers of the team which paid o Cowrfesy Visit on the
Viee-Chancellor included: the former Vice-Chancellor,
Emeritus Professor Miml Briggs. FProvost, College of
Hemlth Seiences, Frafessars Chris Akani. John [Kimalo,
Jacah Adstey, Acting Director Centre for Health and
Mﬂupmtnr amd Acting Head, Department of Nursing,
D Grace Robinson-Bassey,

Nomadic Centre Committed To Education Of Migrant Fisher FOIKS -Director

By Ethel Timi-Tohnson

e Nomadic Education Centre has once again

restated its commitment to improving

cducational activities for mipgrant fishing
communifics in the coantry,
Agrainst this hackdrop, the Centre recently imitinted o
S-tlay Wor kshop in Asala, Delta State, for the review of
Curricalum Guides and draft adaptation of the mew
national carriculum for hasic education developed by
the Nigeria Educational Rescarch and Development
Council (NERDC), to suit the ||n:i|:||||.' socin=culivral
and economic paitern af life af the migrant lisher folks.
Brieling UNPORT Weekly last Tharsday, Centre
Director. Professor Benjamin Eheazu, noted that the
Workshop sponsored by the Mational Commission for

Momaidic Education (MUMNE]RL
appariunily [oF the inlfusion of curricila contents that
are relevant to the needs of the migramt fisher folks,
suggestion of appropriate teaching and learning
materials and activities that foster gquality educatianal,
amd ensure that the new curricalam meets the necils
unmd abjective of the Millenniom Development Goals
within the context of reforms in the education sector
e Director, whoe noted that the review involved
critical analysis of the conventional national curricula
in English Studies, Mathematics, Basic Science and
Technology, Religious and Yalues Education and Pre-
viecutional Stodies, swid that the Centre oversees
migrant lsher folk education in the country with the
largest concentration in Rivers, Bavelsa, Delta and Edoe
States.

alsn provided an

Praf” Eheazw (arrowed) and other participents ar the NEC Workshap in Asabg recently

UNIPSRT

Disclosing plans by the Centre o for
production  aind ransmission of ialeractive radio
Instruction programmes for migrant flshing
communities. Professor Ehearu explained that the
Imteractive Radio Instruction (IRI} programme
\.|JI‘|I1'HII‘N| by the World Bank, would reach omt to a
popualation of about L8 million migrant fsher Tolks
with about 1.3 million children of school ape spread
icross twenty States of the Federation.

*The Centre is alse currently working on a national
research programme for owt-of-school children of
migramt fisher folks in partnership with the United
Mations Edocation, Scientific and Cultwral
Urrganization (UNESCO) Tor nomadic populations™,
he said, listing pastoral nomads, migrant her Tolks
amd migrant farmers as target groups of the inktlative.
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Orature Not Inferior To Written Literature ~Okoh

Cont"d from pl
medium to a predominant pesition in confemparary
socfely. Indeed, print or the writen mediom dses mol
mecessarily stifle, suppress, preclude, dislodge, or even
exterminate the oral, " he emphasized,

“Whether we are talking of oral Hterature or the written,
the lasic medinm of expression is words. Thas, there are
similurities ns well as nreas of divergence, regarding, say,
made of existence, nature of transmisslon ar criticksm,
spontaneity and immediaey of the oral mediom, the
guestion of change, stability, voriability and verbal
Mex tv, taxomomy of the genres, ownership amd
‘copyright', or composition performance.” he pointed
k.

Okah said that “Oral Literatore displays great didnctic
patential, which should be duly channelled to the benefit
ol mur ssciety: still, not much attention has beem paid to
the possibility of cxplaiting the exuberance and potentials
of Africam oral literature, It is indeed a literatare that i
still grossly underrated and untapped,”™ adding: “even
peaple who should Know; the government, edwcationisis,
and the wniversities in purticular that sught to take the
bead are guiley i this regard,”

Stressing that “cur oral literatures ave not been Tully
exploited, cven though we mode the point thot mosi
African writers borrowed extemsively  from  their
indigenows literatures,” Okoh submitted that African
wral literature has sa Tar ool been given enough
educational and literary attention.

The Inangural Lectarer, who listed the powers of Oral
Literature, said that I taught, this is a sabject with
which such veuthful minds conld so cosily identify with.
If they are truly considered the leaders of tomarrow, then
they newd sulliclent grooming in diverse aspects of our
cultural heritage™, insistimg that “i is the only valid form
wf African literature we can bay claim to, since the medern
literature is still embrobled in the turmedl and controversy
ol which language it should be written in. o gqualify as
ifrican,”, He ndvocated inclusion of the subject in the
Foundation Course GES [0i—Nigeran Proples and
Cullure,

“My contention is that whether in English Deparimenits
or athers inm the University system, the spirit of narrow
over-specialization must be bound hand and foot, then

'V-C Reassures NANS On Students' Welfare

A el

seml crashing inte o ottomless pit of perdition,” (koh,
whose resenrch interest and contribotions to knowledpe
cuts across literature and language teaching advocated,
adding that *there should be more cooperation between
Linguistics and English Departments in oor
universities”, to bring owst the very best from such
SYIEFEY.

U the dwindling quality of English Language use among
Migeriam students and peor perfarmance in the subject ot
the Schiol Certificate level, he said: “1 have discovered
that the students” general performance is, in great
measure, attributahle to the guality of teaching. By
today's standards, the kind of English tamght is
oulmeled, even anachronistic. 11 has becone imperative
Tor MNigerian universities fo adoept a newer and more
pedngopical framework, specifically the Enplivh for
Specific Prerposes—ESR ™

Conceding that Migerian English and pidgin have rights
to exist ws “n valid and begitimate branch of world
Englishes,” Okoh argued that in spite of its validity and
vibrancy, MNigerian English should be far removed (rom
the educativnal demain. His words: “As o variety, it is
already functioning well in social and other contexts to
which it belomgs, and te which it should logleally be
conlined. There is no place Tor this variety of English in
the university classroom, or in the teaching of English for

V=€, Prof Alfenkia (5 from lefiy, IHJ':L'IW'. (hoeadity Assirrunce u#rl':ﬂlml'l{'ll: Controd Unit, Prof Tomy Arinze (2nd from righe),

rectors, Persomnel Affmirs, Mr Rodard Webolt, OCE Dérecion, Praf Sieve Ok edudn (ehind) ard sembers of NAN

By Minna Nwaodim

wthorities of the University have reiterated their

commitment to the welfare of students of the

Imsthtution, Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajiemka, gave the re-assurance whem he received a
debegation from the Natisnal Association of Nigerian
Stadents {(NANS) in his office. pennltimoate Friday.
Praofessar Ajienka, said that despite the lean resawrces
and finameial challenges the Institution faced, its policies
have beem to give siudemts the best by ensuring a
conducive learning environnsenl, adding that part of the
challemge was the reluctance of students to pay the
megessary charpes that would enable the awthoritics
provide the services they demand. The Viee-Chancellor
dischosed that the “meagre allecations from the Federal
Crovernment are inadequate e rum the Institution; the
Management rely basically on charges by stodents (e
keep the system runming™, ndding thot “despite this
develapment, students are reluctant io pay the required
charges™,

L

O stmdent aceommodation, Professor Ajienka, who said
that the students themselves fxed the corrent charges om
aceommedation fllowing a fact fnding visit to soame
universities, disclosing plans o have students im
respective hostels mange whatever is collected ws charges
for accommadation to provide basic amenities, He added
that the University would alsa complement the charges in
arder to ensure that they had decent accommodation,
The Viee-Chancellor, who recalled that the University
wis recovering from the unforiunate murder of four
students amd the subsequent wttnck on Omookiri
community, warned that mothing comes oot of  maoh
action, describdng the Incldent as wnfortunate amd
detrimental not only to the image of the University, bat
the coumiry at karge.

Im his specch, leader of the delegation and Vice-President
of MANS, Mr Ehimamen Norins, wha thanked the
amthorities for re-opening the University after it was
smddenly shut down about a month ago, said that they
were in the University as a Tollow-up om issues raised doe
to the murder of their colleagues, especially to dialogue

UNI

Tnangural Lecturer farrowed), seme Frofessors and Principal Officers before the Lecture

'

Acutdemic Purpeses (EAPFL™ stressing that =1 canm
suhseritee to the extreme of legalizing Niperian English to
academic or pedagogleal purposes.”

Praizing the lnaugural Lecturer Tor whatl e described
“ns @ wery importunt and brilliant Lecture, Vices
Chancellar, Professor Joseph Ajicmks, abserved that
“listeming to Professor ook, vouw can feel semoone who is
u very good teacher of the English Language,™ sdding
that “it is never too laie to learn, We should continee to
learn and improve on our knowledge to be relevant in the
conlemporary workd,

“I think that langunge forms the true identity of 0 people.
The way we speak has a bearing on our perssnality
profiles. 50 we should confinee to learm and speak
English lamguage correctly,”™ he said, decryving the
unguarded wse of lnnguape by some clectronic media in
the coumtry that tend to promete deviant behaviour,
According to him, using language Lo promole & caliure of
violenee i very disturhing, describing the emergent
trend as tofally unacceptahle.

Ihe Vice-Chancellor, whe blansed the nol-too-impressive
use of English ameng students and graduates on seme
feachers at the foundational levels of edwcation,
commended students for attending the Lecture, in spite of
their on-going examination.

with the suihoritics on how s
improve the welfare of students, as
well as ensure
profection for them.
“We were not properly
bricfed am the
sitwation an  ground
when wi came here as
a resull of the Killing of
Four of our collengues
im Dhmankiri, Aluw last
Cetober and we left
with quite a lot of
issues wnattended to”
e stated, adding that
the welfare of their
calleagoes was af
wtmast importance to
them, appealing to the
authorities to do
whatever they could to improve on the welfvre ol students
i bring nhaowi thic best in them.

AMr Ehimomen, who commended the awikorities for
glving them a listening car and thelr frank disposition in
|{|'i|l1= them first hand information on the contentiouns
msues, alio advised his colleagues to cooperate with the
Management, particularly in the prompt payment of
their chorges to enable them access quality services from
thi system,

In his speech, Secretary-General of NANS Fone B, Mr
Richard Ekuiu, enumerated issues of concern to the
Associntion, appealing to the authorities to mibdress Cthem.
He swid that the mecting hod offorded  them  the
opportunity of knowing what was happening in the
University, while thanking the amtharitles for their
friendly disposition,

Allso present al the meeting were: Depuly Co-ordinaler
MNANS Zone B, Mr lkechukwu (¥oorie, [Nrector, Action
and Maohilizntion, Mr Jonnh Adokive, Director, External
Affairs, Mr. Tari Ekadi, President of the Interin Student
Unlam Exeeutive, Mr Maxwell Myanabo, amongst others.
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GUIDE st PORT East/West Road Junction__g
e An Accident Waiting To Happen

L
Mansgement Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1 order everybody around to make way for

October, 2011, By Abel Efiowhaor their “Oea™ ol .t i
ga” to wade through the traffic.
Dr Gabriel Ogbonna, Department of Accounting, Faculty of It was George Bernard Shaw who | wonder what would happen the day a

Management Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1° et g g 2 . s
October, 2012, said, “The worst sin towards our terrible accident claims lives on that
Dr Chinedu Ogbufi, Department of Marketing, Faculty of fellow creatures is not to hate them, junction. Those who commute through
g PEPELT TR T N Tt e VR R D e PR il but to be indifferent to them; that's the that junction would understand it better.
Oxctober, 2012, essence of inhumanity™ That place, for those who pretend not to
i i g sk e o sl 1t is on the above premise that | write to know is like passing through a burrow
e ipeeetanatd s L B R LR cxpress my anger on the deplorable state it if vou are coming from Choba. If staff
Emﬂﬁmm Bews t of Ms Faculty of the ianvn rtant East/ _"1.*.\1 I-tn.:ir]., From or : stul;lu.nlts die on that road, ‘:F“.-I
of Max 5 -, ¢ Imhmgm‘ fFoctive 1* the sovernment angle, it appears to bea 1 :NI I-'nl-r:l not be in the news :r,_l_:'uln.*
October, 2012, collective agreement to feign ignorance  Worst still, are those concerned waiting
Dr Barinedum Nwibere, Department of Management, Faculty of and pretend that there is nothing wrong  for the death of a big man at that junction
i PTTTTE P AT SR oY A A R T PSRl wiith that junction where commuters are before emergency meelings are
Oetober, 2012, stranded for close to five hours on bad summoned to think of palliative
Dr Samuel Noamdi, Department nl.’Fiul_:u&Blllﬂls.mIﬂl‘}'. day! Worrisome still is that gun-toting  measures? Why must we always be
am' i bl policemen and ear drum piecing siren  reactive and never for once proactive?

y -

Dr Uwaoma Tronkwe, Department of Accounting, Faculty of - At a time when the cost of fuelling one's
Management Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1 i ; car is on the increase, people are trapped
October, 2012, - s at the said junction, wasting fuel and
Mr Gift Worlsy, Department of Management, Faculty of time, and inereasing the wear and tear on

Management Sciences, promoted Fectwrer I, effective 1° our second hand cars due to the bumpy
Oetober, 2012, nature of the road. This has led to
Mr Joseph COshi, Department of Management, Faculty of accumulated stress and hypertension,
M“.‘:.;,;:tz Seclences, promoted Lecturer I, effective 1 he University of Port | frustration and even death.

Adekemi Alagah, Department of Management, Faculty of Harcourt Women [EEEntEu———— m'_""“m?ly
Management Sciences, promoted Lectwrer [, effective 1" Associati UPWA) worn cr_nt. disorganized undl agitated.
October, 2012, Association ( by | What will such a staff produce? 1t is even

e R R e PR T g PR TR | has appealed to its members | more annoying  that those whe live on
Health Education, Faculty of Education, promoted Lecturer I, s sublic-spirited Campus as “Ogas™, hastily make it to
effective 1° October, 2012. '1 l_" . P! shaling sui the office and rule the line as part of
e el | Individuals and groups to | fature disciplinary measure. Students,
e donate clothes and other | whe fail to make it early enough miss
CONFIRMATION household items ft ard their lectures, carry over papers and
Professor Friday Ogbonna, Department of Petrolenm & Gas “‘”] 5€ ‘]" 0 _] ems 1or onw J.! frustrated out of school at the end of the
e e Rt A R Ll | distribution to charity | day

1” December, 2000, . . £ AT P . .

[y e remrwd | [omes. Collection Point is the | Thisisa S l“f" - d;u“dl? to

) Jture, confirmed Staf, effective 22 Feb: 2012, o R T come over to that junction and make it
e o 7 s f'fu"{" s ( ””L"'J' International motorable without any further delay

Mr John Chukwumati, Department of Crop & Soll Science, : v e H il
lety-murk-h-re,nunpmadmﬁ: o Ier s | Vursery School. The exercise | before the incvitable happens. Delay,
L E e L A S T U U L cnds on Tuesday, 27" they say, can be dangerous; “a stitch in
Economics & Extension, Faculty of Agriculture, confirmed 3 5 w? time, saves nine™,

Staff; effective 9° June, 2011, November, 2012,

Mrs Vivian Ugwuja, Department of Agriculiural Economics & ) o> N Celesit T Efiowhar is the fmmediate ped Chairmor of Serior
Extension, Faculty of Agriculiure, confirmed Seaff, effective 25 Contact: Dr Ce l’t stina Har Ty Staff Associotion of Nigerian Universities,
June, 2012, UNIPORT Branch,

SABBATICAL APPOINTMENT

Professor Anickan Ekere, granted Sabbatical Appointmient in the
Department of Surgery, Faculty of Clinical Sciences, effective on
assumption of duty.

ASSUMPTION OFDUTY

Dr Modupeoluwwa Sorope, Department of Preventive Dentistry,

WEATHER OBSERVATORY FROM THE

DEPT OF GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WEATHER FORECAST FOR PORT HARCOURT AND
ENVIRONS FOR MONDAY, 26™ NOVEMBER T0 FRIDAY, 30 NOV. 2012

Faculty of Dentistry, assumed Pensionable Appointment as :
Lecturer I, effective §* October, 2012. I s E‘;’f‘” il f:} By
Dr Sotonye Dodiyi-Manuel, Department of Medicine, Faculiy of 00 Divection
Clinical Sei ed Pensiomable Appoi [ —
L“L:Lm,-'mﬂ’mf " miment a8 W ONDAY |33 50|72 E T4 | Day cxpectsd e partly suasy and ot
Dir Trore Yarhere, Department of Paediatrics, Faculty of Clinica) | [ 26 NOV, 2012 Chamces of rain is Td% s
Sciences, assumed Pensionable Appointment a8 Lecturer 1, TUESDAY 3132 13| 68 N 5 Mustly choudy and warm_ Possibility of rain
effective 15" October, 2012, 27ROV, 2012 %
Mr Sonny (Okoseimiema, Department of Human Anstomy, WEDNESDAY | 318 B3| N = Barly tundsrstors expectsd. Mostly clowdy
Faculty of Basic Medical Sclemces, assumed Pemsiomable 28 WOV, 2012 and warm. Chances of min is 47%
Appointment as Assistant Lecturer, effective 8" October, 2012, THURSDAY il% 13|67 MNE 18 Thussderstorm expectsd early . Mone clowds
i 29 MOV, 2012 than sun, Warm day predicted. Possibility of
HIV/AIDS ALERT v
_ g . FRIDAY 28 13|60 NE | More sun than clouds_expected. Wams day
HIVZALDS s real. Protect yourself. 30 MOV, 2012 amficipated. Mo rain is expected.

Avoid a reckless lifestyle that can expose
voui to infection.
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Registry Day Celebration

The Maiden Registry Day Celebration of the University
was held at the Ebitimi Banigo Auditorium, University
Park, on Friday, gth November, 2012, Pictures captured
by our cameraman, HEADMAN ALU, show highlights
of the colourful event.

Chairman af thy acvauss, Emervia Praleoer Yom Bnpr, webramng She
et Lectwrer, Mni Momels J,,n'll'u wgle (10 fwdy Prosf Bhee Jow Jmals ann

!

't AS THE LIFEL", = OF THE
AST, PRESENT ; ‘N FUTURE"

L |

= oo ] 5
Emeritas Frofessor Briggs ovaking iy Cpeming Remarks Ve (A, Professor Efelbert Yk, (et Leciwrer, M Mujisola Ladipo, defivering her Lecture

Vice-Chancellor™s representative giving an Addres

Wi I-F'iumuf.l i) recaivimg @ pesthumons award o behall of Regiarrar, Mrs Wanlda Nmodim, in F
her hrsband and 1™ Registrar, Chief Okoghule Wienadi warrm emlince witl Guesr Lectarer

Former Deputy Regisirar and Collegr Secretarg Afrs Framinki (Meda,
iz dyvwrwted by Dveecior of Councdl, Dr Debery {harles-lrraamile

Regivirar, Wi Naodim, presenting an award &0 @ former
feirme Regivtrar . v David Swoward

Mr Chinm Ackern recetving eward am betall of fis father,
Chief Emmanuel Ackars, T Regivtrar
L]

2 Bl
UNIPORT Comcert Cherus led by
Prof (thayee Ywankpa performing

- : - L]
iriey=Crrnmmville presemiing an award o A wrosy section of Awvardees and represemianves

farmer Deputy Registror, Mr fdiatobi ANivon
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