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By (*binna Nwodim

Fiu: Pioneer Dental Surgeons
from the Faculiy of Dentistry
and 91 newly-qualified Medical
Dociors from the Depariment of
Medicine, College of Health Sciences
took the Physicians' Oath administered
by the Medical and Dental Council of
Nigeria (MD{CN) . at the Ebitimi
Banigo Auditoriom, University Park,
last Friday.

Addressing the Inductees, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka,
who congratulated the new Doctors for

IPS Is A Model In Nigeria's Educational System ~4jienka

n pursuance of its mandate to meet the needs of the petroleum industry through
commitment to excellence in training, applicd research, continuing education and
capacity building, as well as becoming the foremost international centre of excellence
in Petrolenm Geosciences and other related fields, the Institute of Petrolenm Studies
(IPS), has produced another 21 Master of Science graduates of Petrolenm Engineering
and Project Development and 20 Postgraduate Diploma recipients in its symbiotic
partnership with Industry and [FP School, Paris, France, bringing the total haul in nine
vears to 25Y beneficiaries, reporty (fikor Samuel.
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helieving in themselves and their
capacity to pull through one of the most
difficult phases of their lives, advised
them io be good ambassadors of their
Admra Mater. He also charged them to
sirive towards diligence and execellence
in rendering service to humanity in
their professional practice.

Frofessor Ajienmka, who was
represented by the Provost of the
College, Professor Chris Akani, said:
“You must ensure that the hest
operational industry practices are
maintained ai all fimes as you step into
the Medical profession. 1 charge vou to

2

engage in continwous professional
training to bring your practice up-fo-
date with global benchmarks, which
define the new knowledge society thai
has no room for stagnation™, pointing
out that it is very important that you
take your knowledge of Medicine
bevond general practice™.

The Vice-Chancellor, who disclosed
that construction work on the Facualty
of Basic Medical Sciences building has
commenced, expressed hope that
“when completed, more Medical
Doctors would be trained to fill the
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In o bid to increase food:
production; the Faculty
of Agricultivre celebvatey
1* Agriculture Day today,
Detiuily next week:

-Editor

AGRA Inspects
Second Phase
Rice Project
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New Doctors, Dentist, Share Experience

T pass through Medical School v by ne means an easy journey. It is akin to o marathon race that is
started by mamy athletes, bur completed by a few, In this report, our Correspondent, HUMPHREY OGU,
spoke with the newly-inducted Doctor and Dentists, who shared their experiences on the challenges they
Jaced, knowledge pained in the College of Health Sciences (CHS), as well as futire plans. Read on!
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comHeted the race; he

alsn the Hest
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How did he achiove

that feat? Hear him:

“My training threwgh

Demtal Surpery im the

Faculty of Dentistry has

been am interesting

jomrmey.  First

af all. we sexled

throawgh the

Basic Medical

Sciemces,

Climical

Sciences amd

ihen Faculiy of

Dremtistry, where the training is al a very high standard, To

secesslully go thiramgh, vou had 1o be faugh, skilbed, and

Intelligent, becawse i §s very demanding. | am jusi
privileged.”

Ibaranyankaye, who exudes am aura of uncemmon

humility, said he is very grateful to God, adding that if

given another oppartunity, e would like o balance things

up mwch earlier, revealimg that e did net saly study his

lomks, e alvd dalilded into  music, Gashion and other

thinzs he lad Mair For. 101 kave to siart all aver again, 1

will steike a balamce amang all thise thiags.”™ Te his

yammger colbeapues, be sabd: ~Don't sec God as an aptbon,

Unbess, yom lean om him, vou would mever have

satisfaction, Study hard, read books that are relevant o

yalir enurse and thase that sre not. You kave ts mativare

yaumrself.,”
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Ome of the newly-sworn
Medical Doctors,
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uirg a Bachelor of Medicing/Bachelor of Surgery
(MBBS); she also gof a degree in Anatomy, 3 hoshand and
rwm children in the comrse of her traiming in the College.
“Medical Schoal for me was s long process, an experience
| would never forget and o time to

gt closer to God. 18 toek me ten

vears because | wenl through

B¢ Anatomy and then | 2od

an MEBBS, In the
medical school, | zaf
married amnd had three
children. | want to thamk
Coodl because | gained so muach;
it was ten years, but | got a
hushand, two degrees,
twa children™ she

said in an

emation-laden

ymige.

"It was a time

I saw friends,

whoe stuck

Rame

closer to me than my siblings, Medical Schonl tsspht me
patience, perseverance, how io look forward io hetier
things. she discloed.” urging her younger colleagues o
always hope in il they wish to Fullil their dreanis of
qualifving as dsc E

“IMfferemt peaple have
different experiences, bhut

milne was gquite interesting,

hecause it tanght me 5 lot

of things im life,” said

Eremonye Ndsh, whao

hopes to specialize in

Fublic Health or
Henlthenre  Management.
UAlthough it wasn'i a

very smooth

sail, 1 kmow

how tough i

was bo have a

Tew re-sifs

amd all that.

All the same A
It was gwod, |

was persuaded by my mother, whe is an Alumra to
chsosi the Lniversity of Part Harcourt far my study,
while | was loaking cleewhere for admission 1 later
hoaight the Gdea bt stedy im UNIPOIRT and | omosi
tell you that so far, there has been no regret for me
ay | woamldn'i exchamge
Umigue UNIFORT with
any wsther higher imsiit
utisn im the workd! Uni
versity of Part Harcowrt
s really the place ta be; the
Institution has exposed me to
micel people i sub-Saharan
Afirican countries. particularly
ihrough AR i, which & an
rmatisnal student srganization. | have
attemded eight matlonal am intermntion
al comleremces, courtesy ol AISIECT, the Third Year
Stpdent of the Department of Cuwrricolum Stedies amd
Eduicatiagal Technabogy, Compiiler Scheice ajtian
recalbed.
A repular wser of the Danald Ekong Likrary,
Mr Ivuh, popularly known as %euse, said he
renews bis Library Ddentity Card every
sexsion amd uses (e Library, af beast, thres
tinses each week, rating ihe Library ahove
average ler providing wsers with sulliciont
resource materials amd comfort for
atalemic activitics,
With the prospect of becoming o great leader that would
impact positively to transform society ot @ time African is
sulferimg wnder the welghi of poer leadership, the Viee-
President sl AISIEC expressed gratitwde that the Institwtion
s preparing him for the task shead in gramd style.
Munso, whe expressed dissatisfaction with the idea of living
aff campas, looks farward to 8 time, when sutheritics of his
Bglaved UNSIPGRT woaibl be eipewered by the Federl
Govermment to baild more bostels 0 sccommodate the
tecming munber of smdents, whe wish o come ta ihe
University to study. “Students staying in Hostels sutside the
University incur more expenses for their mpheep,” he said,

statimp unequivocally thal he has noe regrets whatever
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have been exposed to varions challenpes of the profession
und 1 am prepared io compete favournbly with my
counterparts im other parts of the worbd,™ he ndded.

Te Emmy Abuw, it was a herculean task, a roud strewn with
a bot of hurdles. Expressing delight that she successfully
scaled all the hurdles, Abu observed that *We couldn't
have done it withoul our parents, who gave us the moral
and financial suppoert and lriemds, whe stoed by us during
difficuli times and of course, the Almighty God,"
dizclesing that if given ansther spportunity, she wsuld
ruther stwdy n foursyesr cowrse swch ss Secretwmrial
Studies, in place of passing threwgh the rigours of Medical
Schoal.

“It was not an easy ride.” said Rubby Jaja, who intends to
either specialize in Obstetrics and Gynecology or Surgery.
“You need Focus on your studies; have the oeal to be a
medical dector. For me. the seal has been there right from
childlvosd. When vou have the zeal amd the will, it beconses
a lot easier to work towards

the gaal,” she palnted aur,

daja expressed gratitmde

o0 oo, her paremts and

teachers for their

comiributions tewards

actualizing her dream

of hecoming o medical

doctar, urging vounger

collesgues to do their

part, even &5 they

depend on

the grace

of God ta

p u il

throagh

Medical

Schoal.

Ji

UNTPORT Exposed Me
. To0 African Continent’

Hr was persnaded fo eneol in the University of Port Harcowrs for his Bachelor's Degree by his mother, Then,
he felr that the mother was ondy prosad of her Alma Mater ax o commen phenomenon among hiimans;
after all, wha does noi like kisTer moiher's firod? Threee pears down fhe seemory dame, Kenpeay berh, has
beecowme a howselold nawe o AISTEC UNTPORT, e iold our ('urrfqnm\dq'rll', OTIKOR SAMUEL that the bext
thing thrt happened o lis kigher ediwcatlon was the initiarive of bis
purchased the form for the Joinr Admizsions and Matriculation

the University of Pord Hlarcenrt ox his Tnstitution of stedy. Gred

mother. who single-handedly
Board examination and filled
fnto his corner of the World:

whudving in the Lsiversity, = This
is the right place for me. Im
UNIPOERT, vou find stodenis
who are creative, imtelligent amd
industrisus. |t always payvs te
amsoiate with them. o dull
mament when yeu pass
Thromgh the
Institotion amd
allaw it to pass
thromgh you too™,
he adied, He Hkes
baskethall,
fantball and
travelling as

hehhbies.
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Cont'd from pl
Declaring the ¥ Anniversary/Induction Ceremony of the
Institute open ot the Ehitimi Banipo Awditeriom Inst
Wednesday, Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka,
whie deseribed PS5 as a model in Nigeria™s educational
system, commended the Nigerian MNational Petroleom
Corporation TOTAL E&P Nigerla Ltd Jobat Venture and
IFF Schaool,
France for
sustaiming a
rewardimg
partmership that
has prodoced
world-class
Fetrolecum
Engineers for the
nil nnd gns
Industry, thereby,
contributing  to
Migerinn content
development
throngh guality humsn capacity building.
“We are not only celchrating internationalization of
higher education at homie, bul dlso a celebiation of
sustainability of pcademic excellence over the years,
Indeed, 1PS has become not only a pride to University of
Fort Harcourt, but alse a model in the Nigerian
cdocationn]l system™, the Vice-Chancellor noted,
expressing hope that the Institute wonld continue to turn
vul guality products o meel emerging indostry needs.
Professor Ajienka, whao called on other industry experis to
Join the IPS model. disclosed that the benefactor of
Eghogah Chair in Petraleum Engineering, Dr Emmanuel
Eghopah, has offered ta visit the Institute as an Expert-in-
Kesidence as Trom . anwary next vear, challenging sthers to
juin the tremad te chise the industry-academian gap.
“Another achievement of immense pride to us is that most
of the graduating students have been interviewed Tor job
plicements and some have sccwred emplovement. |
comgratulate them very warmly for doing the University
proid and demanstirating that they are appropriately and
mdeguately traimed for the comples and intricate demansds
of the oll industry,” the Vice-Chancellor remarked,
Delivering the Keyvmete Address titled: *The Prospects of
Resonree  Diversification v e Peirolewwr  Tndusiry ™,
Group Managing Director of NNPC, Engineer Andrew
Yakuba, charged researchers in the fickd of Engineering to
devise cifective means of diversifyving the encrpy needs of
the country through utilizing by-products in the eil and
pas secior o wdd value to local content, which would in

lurn creale manre jolas.

The GMD, who was represented by the Coordinator,
Corporate Flanning and Strategy Directorate of NNPC,
Dr Timothy (kon, colled for internal diversification from
oil and gas production to manafacturing of non-fucl and
Biii-Tuel produets to boast local codtent and provide job
spportunitics for the teeming pepulation of youths in the
country,

He deseribed diversilicatbon as critical to national survival
ws it wonld resolt in o parsdipm  shift from  the
hydrocarbon economy, when alternative measares are
designed to feed the domestic economy 1o change the
conntry’s ceonomic fortunes. “The fastest prowing sector
s the telecommumication. Agriculiure comtributes 40 per
cenl to the gross demestic product of the country, so
diversifving the il sector wonld produce  sdditionsl
wealth lor the country,” he said.

Earlier., Direcior of the Instituie, Professer Mike
Omyekonwu, revealed that 21 students obtained Master of
Science degree alter an intensive 12-month programme in
Petroleum Engincering and Project Development, while
20 others got the Postgraduate Diplama in Petroleum
Technalogy.

Goodwill messapes were prosented by the Chairman,
Governing Board of IFS, Mrs Edith Cfil-Okonkwo, Dean,
IFF Schosl, France, ¥r. Fhilippe Pinchon and Engineer
Abive Membere, who was inducted as the Professional
Mentor, Mrs OfillFOkenkwoe disclosed that the Institate

Dateline

=L Frof Apenka ferrowesd) Towked fy Segpatror, Wes Watilds S (rightl, Wes CYn-CRombkwn, I:'tr.l.'r Charfes Ngohir, fnector RS,
Prof (apekomen, New TFP Dean, Prof Philine Pinchom Qefii stier imaustey experts and profissionas in fie (6 and (ay imdumtey

has commenced construction work oo Phase 11 of the 1S
Fermament site project, disclosing that the project
designed to provide a 35T-seal awditorium. applied
research laboratories, lecture resms and offices would
facilitate learning in 2 very conducive environment when
oompleted.

Highpaints of the event included the Indwuction of Engeer
Yakubu, Mrs Ofli-Okonkwe and Mr Brune Darde as
Fellows of the Institute of Petroleam Studies, presentation
af prizes to deserving produsnds and indwction of the new
Engincers as Members of IPS, presentation of
Chutstanding  Teacher Award (o Frofessor John Efu-
Efeotor, who has won the prize for the 8 consecutive time.
Mr Ewelike Alackwe emerged as the 20012 Yaledictorian,
while the UNITPORT Concert Chorus was on hand fo
enliven the almodplere with very enteriaining nambers.
The 9" Induction and Anniversary of [PS commenced with
a manth=long Art Exhibdtion tithed “ Pertart™ and moonted
by thie University Curator, Dr Bridget Nwanze, There were
abbo a Career Fair, Interactioas belween the new
Enginerrs and Indastry experts amnd Job Interviews, as
well as a novelty foothall mateh between the M. Se. and
PLGDPT graduands. The Induoction was roumded up with a
Dimmer ot TOTAL Village, Rumuanpha. At the pre-event
Cockiall held at the Obd IPS site, Delta Park, two staff, Mr
Clemenl Eluoeo and Miss Grace Monday were conferred
with awards for rendering guality services ta the Imstitute,

AVU Launches Multinational Project in UNIPORT

By Obinna Nwaodim

m @ hid to increase nccess io guality cducation, the

Alfrican Virlual University (AVU) has lammched s

Mubtinatiomal Project I in the University of Port
Harcaurt. The event teok place at the Information
C ication Techmology Centre (ICTC), University
Park, last Monday,
Spesking duriepg an interactive sessian with Currlenluns
Developers, Headds of Unit, Directors and HWCTC stafT, Rector
ol AV, Dir Bakary Dialbo, said that “over the past decade,
Africa has experienced unparalieled growth, pasting the
continent on o pedestal to hevome the next growth fromtier™,
pointimg owt (hal “while there 5 s0 much optimiso
surromnding Africa’s growih, the continent appears o b
lapgimp far helind in training the necessary human resources
to match its rosy growth prespects™. He said that although
e mamber of students enrolling into tertiary institutions has
Inereased over the vears, the praportlens remaln dismally
low, with enly &% of schoal leavers in sub-5ahnran Africs
gaining admissivn imte tertiary inslitutions. a scenario be
deseribed & not comdwcive For the growth of the continent,

B Dialla, who sad that AVU is a Pan-Africam
Intergovermmental Crgnnication established to sipnificonthy
increase access to guality higher edwcation and training
thromgh (e innovative wse of Infernwation Convounication
Technnbopy (1CT), sdded that fificen African povernmicnis
huve so far signed the Charter to become AVLD members. He
saill Chat the AVL has established the widest e-learning
netwnrk of &3 terttary Instltutions in more tham 30 couniries,
which trunscends lnmgusge harricrs omomg Anglophone,
Francophome and Lusophone Alrica.

He disclosed that the Praject’s main activities included:
“gstablishing and upgrading of Open [istamce and e
learning Cemires among parimer institutions. provisiom of
techivical assistance 1o cowitries aid individiaal widversities,
enhancimg the wse of spen educational resawrees,
impl tiom of progr such ax teacher edwcation,
compuler science, peace and conflict resolutiom, capagity-
enhancement of university academics to develop, manage
and imqlement their own programmes, using e-lenrning
programmes, including award of scholarships e female
studlemts and those from disadvantaged backgroumls”™, thus
reducing pender disparity in scicnce disciplines. He said that

DNC, cAcad), Praf Joe farrowed), Py Diale frighn, DV-C (R&

W

D), Prof Bene Willie-Abbey, Registrar,

Muarilda Nuodisr, Ag, Bwrsar, Wre Vitediv Aliezf aoond other offficers of fe University omd AVL

the Project would be implemented threugh a collabarative
approach amang participating countrics and weiversities in
curriculum design amd developments pradudcion of learning
materials in variows fermats amd delivery, sceraditation af
courses, sward amd quabliy assurance, s well as development
f Open Educational Resources.

In his remarks, Vice-Chancellor, Frofessor Joseph Ajienka,
expressed  willimpness of the authorbties o avail the
Umiversity the sppartunity to resch sut to the incressing
mumber of peoaple, whe woubd have to seek quality education
thrnugh the Chpen DMstance Learning programme. Professor
Ajicnkn, whn was represented by the Deputy Viee-
Chancellor { Acsdemic), Professor Igho Joe, said that the
imiportance attacled to the programde mferied he
declsion of the anthoritles to beeomse a Platinum member of
the organisation. He said thot the University wos Fully
propared to commence the programme, assuring the AYL
team that neeessary infrastructure were alresdy in place ta
make the system fully operniionnl

In his remarks, Director, College of Conlinwing Edwcation
(CCE), Professar Stove ORkodludn, cxprossed satisfaction that
the programme was coming at a time when the National
Umiversities Commission (NUC). was going very hard on
Part-Time programmes in (e country, expressing optindsm
that the comcept wauld be 8 goed replacement Tor the Part-
Time proegramme.

The Workshop Teatured presentations by the AYVU team on
Phase 2 af the Project, the Open Educational Ressurees, as
well as situstion repart on the Cpen Distance Lenrming
programme in the University of Part Harcowrt by the
Director of (L, Professor Hyvacinth DNke,

1t wanld he recalles that the launch of the Project followed
the successful completion of the Policy Harmanization amd
Curriculum Concepiualization Workshep beld in Nairobi,
Kenya im July 2002 at which Vice-Chancellors from 26
African Universities agreed o work with the AVD to
implement the Project, which wouald be cosrdinated in the

Umiversity by the College of Continuing Edscation (OCE R

UNIPORT
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III recogabtiom of an earlier grant received from
Alliance for Green Revoluthon in Africa Research
(AGRA) to Dr Andrew Efiswe, for a Rice Research
prject ot the U niversity of Port Harcourt, an inspection
of the Sereen-House was conducted as part of the grami
remewal provess, penullimate Toesday.
Speaking with LNIPORT Weekly shorily alter a Gacility
toiir, benelactor ol the grant, Dy Efisue, disclosed that the
project belng inspected was the secomnd phase, *This is the
second phase of the AGRA Project. The first phase was
development of a rice wvariety which invelves the
distribation of a new rioe variety (o farmers. We are
releasing the varbethes officially to farmers,
especially the local farmers and sced
companics”, he said, stating that the
varicty is high-vicldimg and has a
comparative advantage of more
than 30 to 40 per comt viekd
nlvamispe.
r Efiswe, who is a
Flant bresder and a

in the Faculty

Ceemeticist in the
Depariment
ol € L]
/
of Agricultare,

described AGRA as an
International
COrganization Munded by wo
bodies im the LS, the Bill and
Melindn Guates and Rockerfelln
Foumdatioms. "They roised the money to
emipower Africa in resea te sponsor the
production of mew rice varieties for farmers™, he
ciplained. noting that the erganieation §s not only
dealing with rice varieties, but alse on all other Africa
crupd such as sorghum, millel maize, cowpea, cassava
and sweel potatoss, which are some of the major crogps
farmers make wse of in the country.
Umn the benefit of the grant to the University community,
¢ Efisaie sadd the University woild became & Centre of
Excellence im rice resenrch. “We can exchange
programmes while students from other institutions can
ilso come (o the University o learn how to breed rice
Bere™, e disclosed.
In his coniribation, Programme (Mlicer of AGRA, Dr

Swmil
Sciemce

Ahonhscar Toore” suizl that plans
are underway o put n |I|=ll.'l.' E]
netwark that waoald reach
those in the villages 1o
muke fertilizers
avallable ito
them for
enhan

cod

food

b et

i n the

activities of AGRA,

Dr Toure' disclosed
that the body dodss #ot

centre on breeding seeds alone,
adding that it gives grants fo
bireeders to develip mew varieties that
have adapted to Africa conditions. “We try
T bwild & capacity of mational research system
by troimimg students an PhD) and Masters

Prosrammes, We are working im 16 couniries across
Africa and some in West Africa which inclade Nigeria,
Mali. Burkina Faso, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Liberia™.

We encourage the private sector to be invalved in seed

Campus/tiew

production formation by
givimg gramis to develop capacity
in terms of provision, techmical and
munngement issues,” he snid, sdding that
they put in place @ network of AGROY dealers,
so that the distamer betwern the Tarm and e
inpat ix redoced o 8 minimum, which im turn saves
farmers from travelling long distances (o get their seeds
and fertilizer.

Taking the Propramme Officer rannd the hoasse, @ staff
of Bilton Tech-5crvices, Engineer Adisa Bunivamin,
disclosed that the Sereen-Hounse would be used to make
CPOSSCS o ereate new varicties, nsing diﬂ;'rfnrup;': ies,
Earlier, the team pald a courtesy visit on the Viee-
Chancellor, Professar Joseph Ajienka, who expressed
gratitude to AGHRA for picking inferest in University of
Fort Harcourt and Tor ensuring that the University was
ot beft behind in the activities af AGRA,

Praofessor Ajienks who was represented by the Deputy
Vice-Chancellor {R& D), Frofessor Bene Willey, called
om oiher Lecturers to work hard o attract more Sramis
to the institution.

Also present during the visit was the Director, Centre
for Research Management (CEREM), Professor
(hmvewnchi Aksrania.

R-L: Prof Akaranio, Progremme (i |'r AGRA, Dy Toard, IV F-C (R&E D Progf Wille-Abbey and
Crrant Beaeficiery, Dr Efisue

By Humphrey Ogu

o many & person, toilet remains too private

an kssue to be discussed in the public sphere

or too inconsequential a matter to be taken
seriously., The
truth is that
toilelt
Tacilitie
s are
indis
pen

sable components of the human habitat; its
unavailability in residences, workplaces and
busimess premises poses a grave threat to human
health, Crucial as it is to healthy living, provision of
public toilet facilities is hardly accorded the level of
attention it deserves in this part of the world,

Many property owners, Including corporate
organizations and individuals, wha pride themselves
as landlords and landladies, do not consider todlet

Need For Public Toilet Facilities On Campus

attendance.

To state that indiscriminate exposure of human
waste is injurious to health is to state the obvious,
The health hazards arising from such exposure
affiect the general public as they affect the University
community, which is part of the larger society. It is,
therefore, necessary to ensure that people have
wsecess to proper toilet facilities 1o ensure proper

facilities an integral part of their buildings, despite
the huge income generated by such property. This
not only constitutes a grave inconvenicnce to
tenanis, customers or clients, who make use of such
facilities, it also puts them at health risks as people
resort to casing themselves at unanthorized places
when pressed. "You can't cheat nature’, they say in
self-defense of their action.

Sometimes, one is assaulted by the pungent ardour
of urine in places where no sane person would think
of urinating. While such debasing practices are
attributable to non-availability of todlet facilities, itis
also true that moest people are fond of making
existing facilitles uwnattractive to other users,
thereby, compelling them to look for alternative
places on the streets or nearby bushes,

It is in recognition of the critical importance of teilet
facilities to humans that November 19, every vear
was sel aside as World Toilet Day. This is with a view
to sensitizing the public on the need for proper todlet
facilitics that would enable us avoid exposure to
human wastes, which result in health hazards that
compromise the guality of life and hospital

disposal of human wasie,

Speaking on the health implications of exposure to
human waste, Dr Kingsley Douglas, a Public Health
Consultant at the University of Port Harcourt
Teaching Hospital (UPTH), observed that it poses
health problems such as communicable diseases,
including cholera, typhoid, worm infestation,
amongst others, adding that “apart from being an
evesore, there is also the problem of air and soil
pollution, as well as underground water pollution,
all of which constitute serious health hazards.®
Everyone, therefore, has a role to play fo ensure that
the enviromment is rid of human waste. The
University authorities, for instanee, need to provide
adequate todlet facilities for staff, students and
visitors, Users need fo ensure that such facilities are
properly wtilized and kept neat at all times (o
discourage people from thinking of altermnative
access to tollets, a situation which peses grave health
hazards to all of us, Discussing proper toilet habis
should no longer be a taboo; it should constituie part
of our daily lives, The subject is that important to
merit designation of a World Toiler Day. Let us think
about it,

UNIPERT )
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VFC, CHD, UPTH, Sensitize
Varsity Community On AIDS

Acting Birector CHEY, Dr Babmtunde fefiy
& CMAC, Praf Christie Mot

5 part of efforts almed at checking the rising

seourge of Acquired Immune Deflelency

Syndrome (AIDS) caused by Human
Immunedeficiency Virns (HIV) in the University
Community and its environs, Management of the
Youth-Friendly Centre (YFC), joined the rest of the
world to mark the 2002 Worlds AIDS Day with a
rally, penultimate Saturday.
Spraking with UNIPORT Weekly, Acting Director of
the Centre, Dr Chinwe Ezirim, who stated that the
World Health Organization (WHO) commemorates
Ist December every year as Warld HIVIATDS Day,
said that “ the Youth-Friendly Centre under the
nuspices of the Health Services Department, always
commemorate the Workd A1DS Dy with the rest of
the warld, The theme of the celebration Tor this vear
was: “Waorking Toegether for an AIDS Free
Cienerution.
“We have free HIV screening kifs that we wse in
testing, well-trained Counse lors that handle pre and
past-counselling procedures. We have o sirong
partnership with the University of Port Harcourt
Teaching Hospital (L/PTH ) where we refer any body
who lests posifive to receive instant attention, and
later receive free antiretroviral drugs,”™ Dr Ezirim,
pointed out.
Stressing the need for the Centre to be moved to a
misre conducive lecation to optimize services that are
commensurate with the manpower on ground, the
Director regretted that long after ECO Bank
Initiated a move to provide a more befitting
accommadation for the Centre, nothing has been
heard of the Projeet.
In a related development, the Centre for Health and
Development (CHDY) in parinership with UPTH also
marked the event last Monday with film shows

minn FRIENDY CENTRE 5
MARKS WORLD ﬂ.ll'.ls DAY

Vienee. WORKING Tog

ETHER FoR 4
AIDS-FREE GENERATION "
A T
BSTINENCE s T”EnI:E'r

Date: 1st - -
la.m.l,l; Divector FYC, Dr Ezirine {arrowed), Mres @furam (Teft) and ocher paricipanis

By Humphrey Ogu & Mercy Don-Baridam

targeted at educating staff and students in the
University on prevention and management
procedures of the killer disease,

Declaring the event apen, Chiel Medical DNirector
(CWIY), Professor Awron Ojube, who llr:i'ﬂ'll the
callnbaration, |.'\.|rr|.'sx|.'1l eratitwde to the Centre Tor
consistently ensuring that the day was remembered
ungd  for supparting UPTH, especially at the HIYV
Climic in the past vears.

(Mule, who was represéiled by the Chairmian,
Medical Advisory Council (CMAC),
Christie Mato, observed that the theme of last year's
event tagged: “Getting To Zero,™ s still the same for
this vear, stressing the need for peaple to adhere to
the Abstinence, Be Consclows and Faithful or Use the
Condom {ABC) rules to avold contacting the virus®.
To stay healthy, the CMD stressed that people should
ensure they get screemed and tested regularly,
Irrespective of whether they are healthy or sick,
emphasizing the need for zero discrimination, zero
AlDS-related deaths and zere HIV prevalence rate
in Rivers State and the rest of Nigeria,

Earlier in his speech, Acting Director of CHD, Dir
Seye Babatunde, who said the number of people
killed by the virus was on the increase nationwide,
called for mare awareness from health workers to
enconrage peaple to be tested. “There is necd for
people to know their status to aveid the infection,
discrimination and imminent death,” he warned,
plliming ot that the discase was no longer a death
sentence us il wos at its inception in 1985,

|:\‘.ll|].|'il1il'l|: why this vear's event focused on film
shows and not o workshop or leciure as wsed to be the
case in post vears, Dr Babstunde disclosed that the
Centre wanted something dilTerent (o show peaple
how to live a normal lile, even alter contracting the
Killer virus.

Professor

The film and documentaries, which included such
thtles as: Fow no be Man, Whether Healthy or Sick, Get
fested, My Brother's Keeper and Helping loved Onex
Hive wich HIV®, were aimed at encouraging people to
care and love one another whether sick or healthy. Dr
Babatunde stressed the importance of belng tested
and the essence of sticking to one partner as a way of
drastically reducing the HIV/AIDS prevalence rate
inthe eountry.

Highlight of the event which emphasized abstinence,
ineluded a free sereening excrcise organized by the
Centre for Health and Development, while the
Youth-Friendly Centre alse distribmnted free
condoms to the public as a demonstration of its
determination to mntmlﬁprl.'ad uilhrdiwa&u.

s

(LINIPOIRTS,

CampusMetm

ollowing the successful conclusion of the inktial

phases of Projects Pink and YES, aimed at

creating awareness on cancer and training young
peaple an entreprencurship, AISIEC, an international
students” organization, has commenced another rouwnd of
training tagged: Prajecs Green to reinforce sensitization
of the University Community and the genceral public on
the need for proper environmental stewardship.
Briefing EANIPORT Weekly in the News Room of IPFPR,
Senate Building, last Tuesday, Team Leader of the
Froject, Mr Francis Omuorojie, who was accompanied by
Vice-Presideni “-'inn.lt: & Administration), Mr
Kennedy Iwuh and Imterns from Cote DIvoire and
Sonth Africa respectively, Bertramd Abo and Dorothy
Khanyisaw, said that Project Green would tackle
i.|'|1|'|ruprr wasle diﬁpnul in and around the University
Community.
The project which commenced last Friday at the
International Students’ Centre, University Park, would
run in wa FIII!H Ter six weeks in the University and
Alesa Community in Eleme Local Government Area of
Rivers State. “We will ereate awarencss im Alesa
Community te enlighten the people on how lunnu
activities coubd facilitate or hinder socio
development, and also train them on how o Fe-use no-
hisdegradable waste to ereate wealth,™ the Team Leader
disclosed, adding that trees would be planted to aid
vepeiation, including placement of waste bins ot strutegic
locations as a sanilary measure.
On sustalnability and compliance to the landable
initiative, Mr Omorojic said that community leaders
waould be incorporated into the team fo ensure ifs proper
implementation. The Interns, Mr Abo and Miss
Khanylsa, in thelr separate speeches, restated their
willingness to make judicions use of the opportunity of
visitimg Nigerin to contribute to skills development in the
target communities to achieve the goals af the initiatives
In the carrent serviee vear.

OP PRESS

UPWA WEEK 2012

The University of Port Harcourt Women Association
(UPWWA), has lined up a series of activities to mark
end of the year 2012, They are as follows:

Monday, 10° December, 2002 (11:00am) — Vice-
Chancellor Children's Party at the Lodge.

Tuesday, 11" December, 2012 (T:Mam)}—A Walk
from the CRAB, Delta Park, to the Gymnasium,
LUliversity Park.

Wednesday, 12" December, 200 2 (8:00am) - Planting
ol Mowers amd ||ui|11ir|g_[ ol walls wf the Cilwdys [_-ﬂ-lbht':n'
Daycare Centre.

Thursday, 13* December, 2002 (%:00am) - Skills
acquisition and Women Empowerment programme.
Friday, 14" December, 2002 (S:00amp-Visit to
Charity Home im Port Harcourt

Jain us!

Canfact: UFWA Public Relations (fficer
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s Pioneer Dental Surgeons, 91 New Medical Doctors

knowledge gap occcasioned by the acute shortage of
relevant persannel in the country's critical health sector,
as the University s admission quota inte the programme
wanld correspondingly incresse™. He commended the
PFravost, Deans of the Facultics of Basic Medical Sciences,
Clinbcal Schences and Dentistry, the Academbe Board and
stall of the College for their efforts and persomal
sacrifices that resalied in the success story, encouraging
them to strive harder to improve the cultare of scademic
enoellenee and administrative efficiency that they have
been established since the inception of the College.

In his weleome address, Professor Akand, whoe described
the event as historic, thanked authorities of the
University Tor their commitment to make the evenl a
reality, He also thamked the Board of the University of
Part Harcourt Teaching Hospital, Chiel Medical Direcior
and Hospltal community for thelr great support and
condributions in the training of the new Doclors. He
advised the new Dental Swrgeans “to be warthy

Provost CHS, Prof Akani farrowed), Deans of Faculties of Dentisery, & Bavic Medical Sciences, other senior academics and the Inductees

ambassadars of the mew Faculiy of Dentisiry by showing
good conduct and charscter™, adding that the new
Medical Doctors have added to the number of medical
persomncl that would help tackle the unimpressive healih
stafistics in Nigeria. He informed them that their
predecessers were already making waves on different
continents of the world, imploring them “to buy into this
same concept and make the University of Part Harcomrt
proud wherever yon may find yvourselves”.

In his speech, Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, Professor
Ambrose Obieching, disclosed that the Inductees ocoupy
a speclal position in the annals of the University as the
first st of Dental Surgeons™, moting that “it is very
impartant Tor you (o remember thal yon are ambassadors
und that the guality of vowr service sod professionsl
behavioar will reflect on the acceptability and repatation
of Demtal Sargeons from the University of Port
Harcourt™. He thanked former Vice-Chancellors and the
incambent Vice-Chancellor for their commitment to

emsure that the vision of proper Dental Education became
a reality in the University,

Speaking on behall of the Inductees, the Yaledictorian,
D Iharanyvanakayve Dickson, who described the jomrmey
through medical school as an interesting blemd of
emiatlons amd hard work, cxpressed gratitude fo
Almighty God for His [ithfulness o them, He pledged
that the mew Dociors would be pood ambassadors of the
University, expressing gratitude to anthoritics of the
University, the College Management, and Deans for the
contributions they mude to their irsining. He also
thanked the Chiel Medical Director of UFTH, Professor
Aaron Ojule, para-medical and medical staff of the
Huospital for giving them their best, while training in the
University.

The evemt which featured presentation of the 2002
Editlon of the Porr Haorconrr Medical Jowrmal had
remowned Consullant Dental Surgeon, Dr Chrisiepher
Hekerem, as Medical Elderof the day.

V-C Advises UNIPORT Cooperative
Members On Loan Repayment

& the Management Commbttee of Undgque UNIPORT
A{'huhu Staff Cosperstive Investment and Credit

Saciely Lul, srrives towards meeling the ieeds af
mbeimlers by soarcing and making Tands available in Torm of
advanced salary payment, Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Juseph Ajienka, has advised those whe have assessed swch
facility to enadesvour to repay them on schedule to enable the
Cooperative extend the service to ofker members in need.
Professor Ajicnkn, who spoke throsgh the Depaty Yice-
Chamcellor (Heseareh and Develapnsenth, Professor Bene
Willic-Abbey, commended the eadership of the Coaperative
Tar It commitment to the welfare of members, urglng them
tm make judicious use of the sppartunity in line with their
Maotio: Redtiving withoud Trars
“This Coeoperative is a success story. The DManngement
Committee should be appreciated for doing wonderfully
well What impressed me masi is the Motto: Befire srifout
Teaes, This gradual preparation tewards your retirensent s a
welenme development. | am also impressed by the equal
appartunity given fo all members, irnespective ol their strata
i the University, This is one of masi lawdalble kzacies of my
predecissar, Professor [on Baridam”, the Viee-Chancellor
sail, reassuring them that the University would continue o
provide logistic support (o enable the Cooperative recernd

.

Director, Rivers State Cooperatives, Mrs (Mu (right) swearing-in refurne

By Ovikor Samuel

“Your alfer to every stall to jodin the Ceoperative B a kind
gesture, which is left for intercsted persons fo indicaic
imterest by picking the forms so as to benefit from the loans
and imvest same in prafitable ventures when they assess such
lmam facilities™, Professor A jlenks sdvised.

In his address, President, Manspemenit Commibttee of the
Cownperative Sochely, e Hycemth Ajie, who recounted ssme
of ihe successes of the Cooperative, dinclased that ihe
manthly subscriptbon af menybers had prown lrom SNS2E,00H
im May 2008 1o N11.9 milliom ms at Novembser, 2011, just as
the turnover had increased From an initial N25.% million in
2000 to NET.4 milliom im 2001, sadding that membership ol the
Society which is open to all staff and members of immediate
envirenment af the University had grown from 18 members
af ineeptian ta 1,023, & geomvetrical increase that Indieatis
Imstitwtiensl growih,

Dr Ajie thanked parinership esrganications, including
Ecobank Ple; United Bank For Alrica Ple, First Bank of
Migeria Ple, Access Hank Ple and ULC Microlinance Bank
Ltdl, disclosing further that lsan Properiy Dev. Co. Lid,
which had concluded arrangements partner the Cooperative
would commence the secomd phase of & Shapping Mall
praoject mext April. The President advised members fo avail

y i j \ .

themselves ol such spportunity to secure spaces for business
parposes, nelimg that the Ceoperative Sodiely has scquired
M milliom share in the Campany.

The inter-city transportation of the Cooperative, scoording
in the Preskdent, woald klek-odT with some vehicles an 15"
Jamwary, 2003 “We wish to alse inform Comgress that the
Management Committer has acquired lour plods of land ot
Omapwas and anather foar plots ot Alme, near the UNTPORT
Homse Orwniership Scheme, far farming purpases in the first
instance. We hope to coltivate mainly corm and cassova as the
Society's contribution to solving the problem of feod scarcity
in Migeria. The procecids will be made available to members
o maturity ™, e added.

The President lameated the death of Professor Bilonwu
Uzainkwia, D Joshina Agabime and Mr ljah Festus, who were
staunch members of the Cooperative, stating that the
leadership of the Society had paid the entithements of the
deceased members to thelr next of kin,

Mr Donsld Deberi moved s mation for the Manapemseni
Committee to continee in office for the next twoe years o
consolidate on what he deseribed as b quality leadership
Al achbrvements in offbce. It was seconded by Mr Sukems
Andrew. Director af Cosperatives in Rivers State, Mrs Ina
Otw swore in the returned Executive Committes.

The Cooperative had earlier organized a pre-AGM
warkshop om the Dymamics of Ceoperative Secicties, A
iherview of Coopersnive Lows, Credid Mamogemend fn
Croapieranivg Sogclely and Process and Proceduire of decessdmg
Miceo-Credit by Wewmbers of Conperanive Societios,
Highpoinis of the Annual General Mectimg  included
prosemtation af audited Financial Report' Acconnts of the
Cooperative, award of prizes to Professor Don Baridam as
Bewi Founding Father for instituting the Cooperative,
Professar Arthur Nwafor as Best Sover af the Year, Professor
Boniface Nwigwe as HSest Marketer, John Apila as Sest
Craperaror and D Ajbe for bis guality leadership style.

UNIPZRT
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PROMOTION

Dy Success Awpanwn, Department of Management, Faculty of
Management Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1"
Cretober, 2001,

D Chidiebere Ugwir, Department of Compiter Science, Faculty of
Science, promoted Senior Lecturer, effective 1" October, 2012,

Dy Gowews Awwe, Department of Marketing, Faculty of
Management Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective i
(retober, 2002,

Mr Edward Oghemeove, Department of Computer Science, Faculty
of Science. promoted Lectirer [, effective 1° October, 2011,

Mrs Eme Asugue, Department of Preventive & Social Medicine,
Facualty of Clinical Sciences. promoted Leciurer [, effective 1°
October, 20012,

Mrs Mercy Ndubweze-Ogarakn, Department of Agricultural
Economiecs & Extension, Faculty of Agricalture, promoted Lecturer
I, effective 17 October, 2002,

Mr Usman Zakka, Department of Crop & Soil Science, Faculty of
Agriculiure, promoted Lecturer I, effective 1" October, 2012,

Mr Hycienth Nwankwoeals, Department of Geology, Faculty of
.\'4.'i|.'|lL‘1.',|In||II|'|I1.'rJ Fecturer I, effective 1" Octabe v 212,

Wrs (Mbiorma Agwa, Department of Microbiology, Faculty of
Science, promoted Lecturer [ effective 17 Octaber, 2012,

Mr Christopher Efiafor, Department of Computer Science, Faculty
of Science, promoted Lectirer [, effective 17 October, 20012,

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT

I Coxmos .f:.'u:_rﬁrqfuir. llrpnrlrllrrll ol Obsieirics & l,i:l'nm.'nil.-ug}'.
l"a:ull_'b of Clinieal Seiences, conlirimed .‘i'!'ulf,f,' elffective 1" etalier,
20035,

Dr Uyonts Johnson, Department of Anaesthesiology, Faculty of
Clinical Scicnces, confirmed Surff, effective 19" Mavember, 2009,

Dy Jayveeln Eighobo, Department of Child Dentistry, Faculty of
Dentistry, confirmed Sraf, effective 26™ Jannary, 2012,

Dy Bashira Braimod, Department of Preventive Dentistry, Faculty
of Dentistry, confirmed S, effective 17 June, 2012,

v (Nubusola Alaghe-Briges, Department of Anaesthesiology,
I"atu!l__'r' ol Clinteal Sciences, conlirmed .ﬁqﬂ', effective 17 .-‘|.|;|ri|,
2011,

Dy Epi [Isaae, Department of English Stadies,
Humanities, confirmed a Staff, effective 24" May, 2012,

SABBATICAL LEAVE

Prafessor Charles yegun, Department of Geography &
Environmental Management, Faculty of Soclal Sciences, procecds
on a 12-month Sabbetical Leave to the University of Benin, Edo
State, effective 1" Movember, 2012 ta 31" October, 2013,

Frofessor Donatus Anyanww, Department of Plant Science &
Bistechnology, Faculty of Science, procecds on a 12-month
Sabbatical Leave to Michael Okpara University of Agriculture,
Umudike, Umuahis, Abia State, effective 1” December. 2002 to 30
Movember, 20013,

SABBATICALAPPOINTMENT

D Alexander Awurnm, granted a one-yvear Sabbatical Appodntneent
in the Department of Plant Science & Biotechnology, Faculty of
Science, effective on assumption of duty.

REVIEW OF STATUS

v Samuel npofe, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of
Science, granted review of status from Assistans Lecturer o Lecturer
11, effective 18 July, 2011,

RENEWRLOFCONTRACT APPOINTMENT

Professor Reginald More, Department of Economics, Faculty of
Social Sciences, granted Renewal of Contract Appointment, effective
11" January, 2003 to 10° January, 2004,

ADJUNCT APPOINTMENT

Dy Wilfred Obonga, Department of Pharmacenticnl & Medicinal
Chemistry, Facalty of Pharmaceatical Sciences, offered Adjunce
Appoinnment, effective on assumption of duty.
Iy Henry Okeri, Department of Pharmaceutical & Medicinal
Chemistry, Facalty of Pharmaccuatical Sciences, offered Adjunce
Appoinnment, effective on assumption of duty.

HIV/&%IDS ALERT

HIV/AIDS is real. Protect yourself.

Faculty of

Avoid a reckless lifestyle that can expose you to
infection.

BRIEES BROVMIOTHERNARSITIES

JABU GRADUATES 316 AT 4"
GCONVOCATION

Elizade Univ LT T
appoiniment, acc
the HRegistrar, )
total of 316 Adeghenrn, took effect from "

stud of the December, 2002, Until his
Joseph Ayo Babalal L clevation Aletor was
(] 11|\tr'\H'|- the Director, Centre lor
State Lraduartd Resenrch and Development
during the 4°° (CERADY and the Lead
Convocation Resenrcher, Cenire of
Cerem alter 1| Excellence in Food Secn
m e ng Lthe u the Federal University
comditions for award Techmobrgy, Akure (FLTA)

afl the University
1lq.'|_r.rL'|.'N..'Ni.m'lrFlhl.'l;1 l[ls“ rnurisrs
ABDUCTION OF STAFF

abtained First Class
had he

honours, while 159

graduands Academic Staff

Second Class Upper Union of Universities of

£ University, Abraka

Prof Rugayyain Rufa'i, 3

Minister of Education of abdu

members an

s af the last count, mo
n cuses had been

alrman of

I A

who earlier
addressed a mews
conference. disclosed
further that 94 graduands passed out with
Second Class Lower Division.

ELIZADEVARSITY GETS PIONEER VU-C

rofessor Valentine Aletor, has been
appointed  plancer Viee-Chaneellor  of

IF abdy
he past on

wer than

1II-uL.|1r!-:lrn|ullp;jjlnlsh!: "rl'.!li'll'ltil.om:é.““ "
ed by r Sameie,

CAMPUS SﬁtN ITATION FEE

Members of staff, who reside in University Quarters are nofified that
beginning from Movember 2002, the sum of N1,000 would be deducted from
their salaries as Sanitation Fee. The decision was reached at the 83 Meeting
of Management held on 15" October, 2012,

Acting Director af CEBAS

FREE DIABETES CHECK

As part of efforts aimed at checking incidents of diabetes in the
University Community, a free screening exercise has been slated for
Saturday, 15th December, 2012 at the Conference Hall, University of
Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital. Time is 8:00am

Contact: P Sunny Chinenye, Department of Internal Medicine,

Confact:

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

WEATHER OBSERVATORY
FORECAST FOR PORT HARCOURT AND SURROUNDINGS
FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 9 - SATURDAY DECEMBER 15, 2012

DATE TEMPERATURE | HUMIDITY | WIND RAIN SUMSET AND SUMMARY
Hi La [l DIRECTION | () SUNRISE
| iCh | | | | Ll fru) |
SUNDAY, n: 154 i NE 1§ a2 ikl Late tbnnder starms espected. Dy
| #DEC I | ] ] | experied o be mostly cloody and hot
SHENEAY 1313 54 m AE (= [ 5L I e | Thraider stareis ef poctind lane ia th
0, L, 012 dary, Fardhy swipay and hid dan
ainticipated, Fossdhidiny of raia s
TUESDAY 2 4 ] NE 13 G ikl Widely seastered thender siorms.
11LDEC 2 Dircreasing dondinss. by expected
| | | | | ia be o,
WEDNESDAY 13 13 B NE - [ F | Decreasing cimdiness. Hal day
12, DEC2013 anticipated. Chance of rain is very
| | | sim.
THURSDAY 1A 133 o NE - el kR ‘are chindds o s predicied
1% DELC, 12 | | | | e '.'urlnl:'. rl.J'uI||1.
FRADAY na 133 ] E - 631 kR Wore san than l:Ilud'- Warm day
WINEC, 112 enpactierl. (hance of rain i 15%.
sATLEIY 133 a3d 55 AE - il kD Maer sam than claids. Wars day
| 15,06C M | | lorveastid, Chanos of rain b 1%,

“Prepared by Wekpe V. 0
Appravid by Prof Ssmuel Arskoyn
Courtesy: Ceatre for Disaster Risk Management and Development Stwdies (CDRMDE)
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niversity of Port
Harcourt
collaborated with
University of Ibadan and other (
government agencies to mount
the first workshop on the use (|
of Kenaf as a bioremediation
measure against Oil Pollution
in the Niger Delta last week.
» Our ace Cameraman
= ’,"_a HEADMAN ALU captured

scenes from the event.

!
D VL, A cademnic), Prof [pho Joe, in 2 warm banascbaie witk 00, Crep
and §inil Scvence, Prof Ekamme Wakama, whiite Praf Siells Bl fvaks an

& o

— : | : L |
Representative of e Deaw, Facully of Aprivalre, By Elsir Rlawading .fmrDrmM' CHI Field ﬂmn‘nm of WO, Mir fdfriv Musa
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