et Edu C'tte Visit g
Chukumerie Praises UNIPORT On Indusizy Partership

hairman, Senate Committee on Education, Senator Uche Chukwumerije,
has praised the University of Port Harcourt for the giant strides it has
recorded in the delivery of its core mandates of teaching, research and
community service which stands it out as one of the foremost universities in the
country, reports (ikor Samuel, More on pg 3
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Elechi Amadi
b Launches

Envoy Advocates
Diaspora Studies In
African Varsities

...As PJC-GWDS Holds Advocacy Workshop

By Ethel Timi-Johnson
& Humphirey Ogu

ﬂd $ @ way of fast-tracking the
campaign for gender equity
throuwgh the National
Affirmative Action Initiative, the First
Lady of the Federal Republic of
Migeria, Dame Patience Jonathan,
commissioned a Centre for Gender
and Women Development Studies in
the University, last Tuesday.
Represented at the inauguration by
the Special Assistant to the President
on Millenninm Development Goals
(MDGs), Dr Precious Gheneol, the

(&= Read UNIPORT Weekly Online at www.uniport. edu ng

First Lady expressed hope that the
Pavience Jonathan Centre for Gender
and Women Development Studies
(PJCGWDS) would empower women
to develop potentials that would
cnable them contribute meaningfully
1o the socio-economic develapment of
the country.

The First Lady, who regretied that
negligence, abandonment, violemce
and discrimination, characterized the
daily life of o typical Nigerian woman,
called for the abalition of harmful
traditional beliefs and value systems
that impede women's right and

for From

development, In line with this year's
theme of the International Women's
Day, which advecated an end to
violence against women, she called for
concerted efforts to promote active
participation of women in the society
to guarantee accelerated national
development.

Speaking onm the topic:
Universities Conmission:

Natienal
Strategies
en Development in Nigerie,
Executive Secretary of the
Commission, Professor Julius Okojie,
who spoke through a one-time Vice-

Cont'd on p6




enowned Novelist, Playwright and
Statesman, Chief Elechi Amadi, has
arvested eight short stories in a
collection titled: The Begoar's Story, under the
auspices of the Elechi Amadi School af Creative
Writing located at the Rivers State College of
Arts and Science (CAS), Rumuola, The event
which took place at the Ebitimi Banigo
Anditorium last Saturday attracted goests from
all walks of life, who showered encomiums on the
acclaimed craftsman for his productivity,
mentorship and consistency in creative writing,
In his opening remarks, Chairman of the
oecasion, Emeritus Professor Otonti Nduka,
expressed gratitude fo aothorities of the
University for recognizing Chief Amadi's
abundant creative abilities and for appointing
him a Writer-in-Residence, a position he said
waould further encourage him to mentor vounger
entrants eager o hone their trade in creative
writing.
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Elechi Amadi, Writer-In-Residence,
Launches Short Story Book In UNIPORT

By Williams Wodi
“With the presentation of this impressive
collection of short sterics today, Elechi Amadi is
doing what a Writer-in-Residence is expected (o
do, | believe that celebrating a Writer of Amadi's
fame is very important on account of his
immense contributions to African and world
literatures”, Mduka ohserved, pointing out that
Amadi's central theme had  been focused on “an
attempt by man to wrestle with the values of his
traditional and cultural environmeni™.
He commended Amadi for taking up the
challenge of mid-wiflng the writings of younger
authors, which he said, showed continuity in his
career as an established writer.
Welcoming guests to the event, Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajienka, commended Chief
Amadi for his immense contributions to the
growth of African Literature, and for alse
grooming a new generation of writers,
describing creative writers as “a blessing o any
sociely as they delight and instroct us on life's
many twists and turns. Creativity is a high gifi of
the Almighty to individuals that calls for
celebration in any society ™. Advising emerging
writers to learn the necessary skills and draw
inspiration from established authors, Professor
Ajienka showered praises on Chiel Amadi for
his first public outing as a Writer-in-Residence
in the University, promising that the authorities
would support publication of works by the
Writers-in-Hesidence that were appointed in
2011, including those of younger authors that
may be associated with them.
Launching the book, former Secretary to the
Rivers State Government, Chiel Sampson
Agbaru, urged voung people to cultivate reading

habit despite the craze for the social media,
urging the University to continue to provide
leadership in the propagation of cultural values
and academic focus im lime with §is core
mandate.

Earlier, Chiel Amadi had described the
collection as “a source of joy to me and to all
those who appreciate creativity. The fact that all
the contributors are products of the Elechi
Amadi Schowl of Creative Writing  partially
answers the age-long question: “Can creative
writing be taught in a formal classroom
setting?” Conceding that the potential writer
miust possess talent that could be cultivated in a
formal setting, Amadi said that “modern
writing called for much mare than mere ability
to tell good stories™. He commended the Vice-
Chancellor for encouraging the arts in the
University, advising vounger writers to take up
the challenge thrown by the University
administration.

Reviewing the work, a Lecturer inm the
Department of English Studies, Seivila Koroye,
said the stories have key features that
recommend them to the reader. “They combine
magical realism and mystery that lurk below the
surface. Drug addiction, recklessness of vouth,
love and betrayal and simplicity of plot
structure and character delineation run through
most of the tales contained in the collection™,
Kuorove told the andience, stressing that some of
the stories take on thriller form such as trials,
tribulations, self-willed misery and family
intrigues, amongst others. “Writers always
want a personal agency to emerge in their
story™, the reviewer said, urging young writers
to take another look at their manuscripts before
rushing to publishing houses.

¥ | WantTo Be A Civil Engineer ~Iserhie

Ambitiows and full of enthusiasm, CHARLES ISERHTEN, o Fourth Year Student af the Department of Civil and Envirenmental Engineering in the new College of
Engineering, announced hix ambition to become a fulfilled Coal Engineer on graduation, He shaved his world in an interview with owr Intern, HENRIETTA

CTONNAH,

serhien, who gained admission into the University

through the Basic Programme and resides at ihe

hack af the Deportment of Chemicnl Engineering in
Chaoba Park. popularly called *Back of Clem =, said that
transporiation is nod a problem as bhe stayvs close (o
Choba Park where miost of bis classes are hield,
O his stwdy habie, lserhlen sald: “1spend a minkmuwm of
two and o mosimom of five hours studying daily. T not
believe im reading in the Library: | can read anywhere,
so bong as i is conducive For reading.”™
Responding to & question an his lifestyle, Iserhien, wha
admitted belng deflelent In living life on the fast lane,
prefers o cencentrale on his academics instead. *1 don't
helang to any Sacial Club or argenication in School for
i ™, e bud Engineer told our Correspondent,
dischosing that he is ol enly compater literate, ol also
addicted to the Internet and prefers to spend more time
ofllive on social interacthons tham featernizhng with the
Campus in-cromads.
“Although University of Port Harcourt is quite a
dlistance from Lagos where my Tamily resides, 1 chose
UNIPORT for my higher edocation, becuose | see it as
belng unbgue compared to sther Universities,” he said,
Chin i career aspiration, the potential Engineer, said: =1
want to be o prominent Civil Engineer on pradustion
lrom UNIPOKET, becawse it has been my dream since |
wis @ youngster. | have always been passionote oot
structures and deslgns as a child, If am fo specialize in
any aspect of Civil Engineering, i@ will be Stroctural
Engineering because it encompasses ather nspects such

s Hydrology and Geotechnical peerkng, ansing
wihers, He alse added that a Civil Engineer can work
amywhere as long as he or she is well cquipped.

Iserhien, whao disclosed that his best Lecturer and role-
mumlel is Mr, Charlbes ¥Magho, described him ns o very
intellipent teacher, ndding that his arca of specialization
s the same as his preferned ipecialty.
Iserhien disclosed that he w oo uld
practise as a Civil Engincer If
hie has the opportuniry and the
resgurces o pe further im his
Careen

dn some af (he
he encountered in
course of his ‘ﬂ
studics, /‘"t
Iserhien

challemgpes

mentioned funding as a major challenge confronting
many otherwise brilliant students, who have the
potential to perform hetter than they are doing in
their scademic work at the moment, “Time for
studying is another faclor because there are so many
tasks to e pecomplished within a limited time inan
environment that Is not teo conducive for students™,
hee lamented.

On Entreprencurial skills education, he said: “It is a
very pond thing, for the aothorities to introdoce
entreprencurial education in owr Schied and |
enciurage every ollier institution to do the same by
training students on how to become self-employed on
graduation, rather than roaming about the streets in
search of non-existent white collar johs,”
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Dateline

cmcapomyt Chukwumerije Praises UNIPORT On Industry Partnership

I =, Praf Ajienka, forrewed), Chofrmar, Smate Otee oo Edncation, Senator J'ur.i.llurmrrur'
ather members of the C'ttee amd some Principal staff of the Senate and University

Senator Chukwomerlje, whoe made the remark
when the Committee visited the University, at the
Governing Council Chambers, on a fact-finding
mission, penultimate Thursday, commended the
strong collaborations between the University and
other the industry, saying that such partnerships,
especially with forelgn professional bodies have the
putential of producing guality graduates, who can
compete favourably In the competitive global
muarket.

The Committee Chalrman, who promised to make
strong advoecacy to relevant Ministries and
povernmental agencies for more funds o be
released to the University to sustain its
developmental sirides, charged the authorites to
also source funds owtside statutory allecations to
carry out research and finance developmental
projects, disclosing that the Committee has
identified over 20 sourees of fumds to assist higher
institutions raise their Internally-Generated

Summit

By Mervcy Adeniji

takeholders in the educational sector have

been called upon to institutionalize Diaspora

studies in the curriculs of African universities
as a means of forging closer ties between the
confinent and Africans living in the Diaspora to
preserve the Black Identity in the age of
globalization. Participants at the maiden Africa
Composers’ Summit, tagged: “From Indigenous to
Mudern: Afvica Music Composition ", convened by
the Department of Music, also canvassed the need
for African Scholars to engage their counterparts in
the Diaspora in regular dialogue that would resalt
in comman position on the Black Condition during
the event held at the Theatre Arts Lecture Hall, on
Thursday, 28° February, 2013,
Delivering a Lead paper titled: “Iiaspora amd
Homelands: An emerging Central Theme in African
Cultnral and Historical Stadies™, an  erndite
Historian and Culiure Ambassador, Professor

Culture Envoy
Advocates Diaspora
Studies In African
Varsities At
Composers'

Revenue (IGR) up to 25 per cent to meet their
budpgetary needs.

In a power-point presentation, Viee-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajienka, who accounted Tor the
2012 Budget Implementation and Capital Grant
Performance for the past three years, enumerated
the University's areas of strength which included fts
cxploits in Sports, Medicine, Petroleam and Gas
Engineering and quality research, lamenting that
paucity of funds and cncroachment by land
speculators were some of the major challenges
facing the University.

“We currently have over 30 Professorial Chairs to
drive research in partnership with foreign
institutions, |'|i|:|u.-»rr_5 amd F'Il‘llfl'hbillllllﬂl hadies. For
the first time, we are going into film production to
also generate imcome for the University. There is a
Filot-plant Laboeratory for paint produection and
lots mare, but each tme any project is to be sited in
the University, we pay through our noses to our host

communities. We have
lost over 32 per cent ol
our original land to the
host communitics duwe
to non-pavment of
compensation by the
Federal Government. 1
wish to report that land
poses serious problems
to us ws the sifuation
also portends grave
security threat to staff
amd studemts. ™
Professor Ajienka said.
“Urgent measures
must be put in place to
address the issue of
land compensation to host communities, while
special intervention projects should be extended 1o
address staff and students' accommodation
problems, We also plead that more stafl be
supported in the Staff Development Programme of
the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund)y™
the Vice-Chancellor suggested, stressing the need to
build more Tunctional labaralories, class- reoms
and offices, as well as improve electricity supply to
the University to enable stall and students engage in
meaningful research in an enabling environment.

Oher Committee Members on  the lri|| WErE
Senators Atikn Bagodu, Sonni Ogbuoji. Joshua
I]ari._w, H..'Lh.il.:i-l] Gamawa and Pius Ewherido.
(rthers were the Committee Clerk, Mr Felix
Orrumwense and his Deputics, Ahmed Lawal and
Ayoh Ogon. Also on the entourage were Franca
Mbah and Pauline Opwokhadembe. The
Committee later inspected projects before
departing for the University of Calabar in

kon Uya, disclosed that there is no reason why the
African Ddaspora should not occupy a central
position in the curricular of Secondary Schools and
institutions of  higher learning on the African
continent, advocating that “African Studies in our
Universities should not be complete or
comprehensive until we are able to incorporate the
vital aspects of our heritage into our curricnlum,
tenching and research™,

Professor Uya, who was a one-time, Deputy Viee-
Chancellor st University of Calabar, explained that
to encourage African Diaspora studies, there was
the wrgent need to involve the African Diaspora
hast communities in the activities of Alrican
diplomatic missions, including mobilization of

cxpertise and capital, stressing the need to have an
explicit African Diaspora component in the
conception and implementation of Nigeria's
diplomacy.

The Guest Lecturer regretted that “withowt a
credible sirategy and political will to improve the

VoL, Prof Afieuka and Prof Uya (right)

continuation of its Oversight functions,

performance of our democratic project, we will
not  succeed in attracting Nigerians in the
Diaspora and others to invest their talent,
cxpertise capital and other human resources in
development efforis”, warning that the current
phase of the African Diaspora project was bound
to Fail withowt geod governance on the continent.
He further stressed the need to improve the
management of Africa's fragile democracy,
recalling that in 1977, Nigeria hosted the African
Festival of Arts and Culiure (FESTAC), which
dramatized the global dimensions of the African
experience and its crucial role for the resolutbon of
the cultural and identity crises that had bedeviled
the African world, lamenting that there has been
no sustained effort 1o convert these concerns o
concrete educational and culiural programmes,
despite the commendable initiatives of the Centre
for Black and African Aris and Civilization
(CBAAC).
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Dcral rl Dene e 0 CS

By ihikor Samuel

way from the initial practice where Dactaral

Candidates defended their Final Oral

Ezsaminations in the eriginating
Depariments; the exercise has now been cemiralized
at the College of Graduate Studies for proper
manitoring and adherence to the extant regulations of
the College.
The Provost, Frofessor Roseline Konya, who spoke to
anr Correspondent after the muiden Dwocteral Finul
Oral Examination held on 1" March, 2003 at the
Board Room of the College, said the new
arranpement which was widely commended by the
Unlversity Community, is to cnsure adequae
interaction between External Examiners and
Candidates on their special areas of research.
Mwanne Felix-Emcribe and Comifort Elkiringa, hath
of the Department of Foreign Languapes amd
Literatures, Faculty of Humanities, were Ui first sel
ol candidates assessed by a team of Internal and

External Examiners at the maiden defenee held in the
College, The oral defence for Master's and
Pt il wate Digloma students would continue in the
varions Departments and Faculties ontil the new
College building is completed o accommadate all
Graduate programmes, the Provest further
disclosed,

Meanwhile, Professor Konva, has charged pupils of
the University Demonstration Primary  School
{LPS) ta tnke their foundationsl stwdics serioosly to
enable them artaln greater hekghts in life, The Provist
save the clharge whiile receiving sonse members ol the
UDPrs Chapter of the Nigerian Girls' Guide
Association in Turtherance of their visii to some
Principal and Senlor (MAeers of the University,
Professor Kooya advised them to diligently pursue
their education to the highest possille bevels to be
useful members of smciety, The pupils were bed by Mirs
Joan Apn and Mrs Callista lruepgbuncm., Absa presemt
all the reception was the College Secretary, Dr Agatha
Alaga.

Gbosi Joins ECOWAS-EU Partnership Team

By Ethel Timi-Tohnson

n expert in Imternational Trade amd
Ecomamics in the University and Director of
the Bamamga Tukor Institute of Internatiomal
Trade and Development Studies, Professor Aupustus
Ghosi, has been appointed member of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
Negotiating Team with the Ewropean Union on
Economic Parinership Agreement (EPA)L
Speaking with o [IVIPORT Weekly Correspondent
penultimate Tuesday, on his historle appalntment,
Professor Chosh, who noted that the programme s
aimed ot promoting trade within the twe sub-regions,
suwid that the new partnership woald crente morket
aceess for the Hporl of West Africam commodities to
the Eurcpean LUnion
with the aim of
reducing  poverty
in the West
African sub-
reginnm.
The renowned
Economist,
who  sdvised
E0%CFRTREHE
ol the West

African smh=regiom to create a1 stwhle political

environment In thelr countries, observed that
economics cannot be separated from palitics. <A stable
puoliticel environment promaotes both foreign and
domestic  investments, stabilizes macro-economic
environment, reduces unemployment and inflatbon,
while improving the standard of lving of ordinary
peeaple™, he added.

Cilosi, whao Tarther disclosed that the fnal dreaft of the
Apreement was sipned at the last meeting of the
Commission which held From the 207 w 22% of
Febhruary in Acera, Ghana, advised West African
comntries to design sound macro-cconomic policies
that would enable them achieve the desired result
stuted in the partmership Apreement. *“Apart from the
infbow of foreipn capital into the sub-repion as o result
af the EPA, trade has always been ldentified as a
unifying factor, bat we need Tuncthonal democracies
and stable political enviroaments in the ECOWAS
sub-region o aftwin  heneficinl cconomic  growth

people of the reglon and the rest of Africa™, he said,

Campustiew

Arts Institute
Begins Creative

Writing Workshop

By Humphrey Ogu

he Imstitute of Arts and Cultwre has called an

persons interested In ereathve writing to avall

themselves of the opporunity provided by its trail-
bluring Creative Writing Workshop progrimme to acguire
prafessinnal skills in the specinlisation.
A call for application made avallable to UNVIPORT Weekly,
invited aspiring and cstablished writers to apply Tor
placement on the programme, adding that “admission
woruld he based on proven skill and talent by prospective
candidates. Every application must be accompanicd by a
sample of demanstrable written work,” It further sald tha
prospective applicants woukl undergo screening  and
rankimg tests, as well as oral interviews @o determine their
suitahility to participate in the programme,
The statement also indicated that regisiration for the
012004 sesshon eloses on Friday Mareh I%, 2013, while
Tull payment of relevant fees must be made on or belore

Prof (koh, Director, ArtsVille

Frislay April 1%, 2013, adding that classes wouhld begin on
Womdny, April 19, 2003,

Frr the Effective Writing Skills course, admission is open to
candidates. who seek o improve on their writing skills,
incheding stall, stwdents, as well as candidates preparing
for public exominntions conducted by the West African
Examination Councill (WAEC j and the Universal Tertinry
Matrlculation Examination {U'TME) amongst others,

“Dur business is to assist the candidates at every stage in
their develspment as writer through highly intensive
workshaps organised ai the BRosic, Intermediate and
Advameed levels,” the statement said, wsdding that
applicants for Effective Writing 5kills programme are
exenipled from screemning test.

Meanwhile, prospective candidates have been mlvised to
complete application forms ot the Institute of Arts and
Culture, Delta Park with & non-refundable fee of NE 100,
with a bank draft made payable to the Instiute, obtainable
from U & © Micrelinance Bank, University of Port
Harvourt throngh Account Mumbser: 15ZE02285%4.

hree Nordie Country
expected in the Univ
Thursdav. Thev are the Amb
Sweden, Norway, including the Austr
mail issued by an Administrativ
at the Federal Capital Territory,

n E

Nordic, Rustrian Envoys,
To Visit UNIPORT Thursday

Ambassadors to Migeria are
ity on a familiarization vis

t this
dors of Finland,
voy, An elecironic

tant in the Finnish Embassy
avender (Inyenah to the

'!' h.mct-llnr Professor .Imt-ph i.jwnlu -ﬁnn‘l the Amhbassador of

hlgh |:rul||t'
from 20" to 227 March, 2013,
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Okonkwo Outlines
Enterprise Focus

For Researchers

Prof Okonkwae

taff and students engaged in varlous forms of

research have been advised to add value to their

work by focusing on projects that are capable of
solving the socletal problems and vielding profit for
researchers, Former Director-General of the Mational
Research Institute for Chemical Technology and
Research, Abuja, Professor Ebenezer Okonkwo, gave
the advice In an Interview with UNIPORT Weekiy,
penultimate Tuesday.
Professor Okonkwao, who described his coming to the
University as a joyful experiemce. said that his
experience in develspment-based research would be
brought to bear in his new assignment. “With the
exiperience 1 am bringing from my previous
establishment, and having developed the enterprise
research mind-set, it has been my desire to develop the
enterprise brand of research in the University™,
Okonkwo said, adding that most universities are
focussed on research without considering the

In UNIPORT

By Cthinna Nwedim

l.mlrrpriw companent to it, He said his
™ presence in the l.ni'l'l.‘rhh:l' vl h|.~1|r
< e i,'lu-|:| that wrea of research in line with
X the {'nlrr-|;|rrr|r-||rizl vision of the present
pdministration,
; The avid resecarcher, wha disclosed that he
was ussigned tn l;h_'w,'lnp the Tech nrllllg:v Purk
us part of the LUniversity's |'_|I|.|||1 (11 1,'||F|:'Iz]in-
ncudemic research, wrped his colleapues to see the
venbure as i major o et |rlIIwl'nlrl.'prl.'nl.'uriul
drivenl the University,
Professor Okoenkwo swid that the ouwipat of the
industry is controct resenrch, consulting, throwgh
commercinlizntion of research resalis, pencration of
spin-offs  amd eveniunl establishment of profit-
ariented companies, noting that the University could
raise critically-needed funds by applying for grants in
cash or Kind to pursue the vision,
W would like to work on specilic projects (o pssess
howw Lecturers and Students can imbibe the emergent
enlerprise visiom, so that the University would no
depend solely on budgetary  allocations from the
Federal Govermment to run ifs alTairs in fulure. We
have o think out of the box, It is my desire (o help the
authorities hring the Lniversity anto the platform of
capilalizing our research endeayvours Tor the benefit of
society and the researchers™, Okonkwo saiid.
Un his stratepy to achieve the vision, the lormer
Director=Gieneral  said: “1 have heen networking

CampusMetro

with Kesearch Institutes under the Federal Ministry
of Sclence and Technology to forge partnerships that
wotld yield mutual benefits. We have so far signed
Memoranda of Understanding (Mol's) with relevant
Institutes in furtherance of the goal of bringing
Industry and wniversity playvers to work together to
achieve our purpose in establishing the Technology
Park™, adding that he was also in consultation with
the Matlomal Board for Technology (NBT) on the
pissibility of establishing a Business Incubation
Centre imthe University.

“When the Centre is fully established, it would help
the Technology Park o secure both the knowledge for
establishing an Incubation Centre and also generate
mare funds to guarantes lts growth and continuity™,
he assured the stakeholders,

Professor Okonkwo bdentified epileptic power supply
as a major problem retarding quality research in the
University, regretting that the prevailing situation
leads to frustration and cannot encourage sustainable
research. “For there to be meaningful progress in
research activitles here, the problem of power supply
has to be tackled headlong™, he sald, stressing the need
to form research groups to handle specific projects.
“This s the best approach, if we are to develop
meaningful research. Inter-disciplinary research
should he encouraged so that useful research results
can be obtalned by participants. My experfence here
so far shows that the Faculty workforces are
enthusiastic in carrving out research activities if given
the enabling environment. The mext step now is to
harness the needed expertise to drive the process. The
non-availability of relevant equipment is a challenge
to researchers in the University™, he stated.

Professor Okonkwo said that “with its current profile,
the University has the capacity to be one of the best in
Adrica. This ks becanse the capacity to achieve the feat
is very much in the Institation”, he stated, adding: I
sew the University as a reference point in areas such as
Sports Technology, Petroleum and Gas Engineering
and Medicine. Now that we have excelled and become
recognised In competitive sports, it ks a great window
of opportunity for the University to exploit this
advantage by bringing in the appropriate technology
for the manufacture of sporting equipment™.

AIESEC UNIPORT Gets New EXCO

Mr Chinonsae Iweh of the Department of

Curriculum Studies and Educational
Technology, has emerged as the University of Port
Harcourt branch President of the Association
Internationale dex En Sciences Economigues e
Commerciales (AIESEC). He takes over the mantle of
leadership from  the immediate past President,
Temitope Ekundayo.
Introducing the new Executive penultimate Friday, Mr
Iwuh disclosed plans to recruit new members into
AIESEC, stressimg thal the arganization is open to all
students. He urged Interested students to apply for
membership of the organization which, he said offers
unlimited leadership and travel opportunities,
disclosing that membership form was eurrently on sale.
Mr Iwuh, who described AIESEC as a rock in vouth
development, said the association hos a et to
impact on the life of students, adding that the
next induction ceremony wounld take place in
April.
Also speaking, Viee-President, Project
Development, Musa Matemiilola, stated that
the association would continue Praject Greer,
this year explaining that the Project is an
Initiative aimed at creating environmental
sustninahility. “We stwried last year with o
campaign here in the School [ This year, we
want to embark on the second phase of the
Froject by visiting four communitics in the
University's neighbourhood with the aim of
training and mobilizing them omn
environmental sustainability to create
awareness on how they can relate with their
environment,” he sald, adding that the
exercise would lust for four weeks.

Viee President, Out-going Exchange and

I Vallowing a successful election held last month,

By Mercy Adeniji

Expansion, Francis Omorojbe, reiterated that kast vear,
the association embarked upon two projecis: “Praject
Yourmg Empowerment Seheme (VES) and Projece Pink,
centered on Breast and Cervieal Cancer and from ihe
evaluation we carrvied out in  selected schools, we
discovered that people really necded fo be armed with
Information on the varbous ty pes of cancer™.

He disclosed that in comnformity with the
entrepreneuriol drive of the University, AIESEC went
inte partmership with some business schools in town (o
glve talks to studemts on various skills acquisition
programmes such s bewd-making, catering, event
management and decoration. *We were able (o
cmpower abont two hundred and fifty students: the
trainees were encoursged o scguire both theoretical
and practical skills during the training sesshons™,

-

N
New ATESEC Prexidert, Mr fwuh {centre), Ivorian fitern, Tape Marie-Panle (Ieft) and other EXOO miembers

l'_]'rmrujir snicl.
Earlier, an AIESEC Intern from Cote d' Ivolre, Tape
Bidi Maric-Paule said, “I am in Nigeria for an
intermship programme with AIESEC to work on Praject
Creen, almed at ereating a sustainable environment in
Port Harcourt. | have worked with the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) and | have also worked with
AIESEC Ghana, where we did a project on the Human
Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV),™ She promised to put
im her best to ensure that the project achiceves the
purpase for which it was initiated by the organization.
Other members of the Exceutive are: Adesoa
Omaoreghe, Vice-FPresident, Finance and
Administration, Esther Ejiofor, Viee-President, Talent
Management, Pamela Peter-Vigho, Vice-President, In-
coming Exchonge, Emmuanuel Anwanandung, Vice-
Presidesit, Exteraal Relations and Jolin Mweke, Vice-
President, Information Management.

1t frbirt
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programme.  She  pointed
out that the Centre would
dwell on three lil,':i' areas of
development namely: health,
human capital and material resources, “The
activities of the Centre have been streambined into
four basic units of academics, planning and
research, information/onireach and women's
bemlih and empowerment o

The two-day event which drew participants from all
walks of life. including government officials,
captains of imdustry and academics, featured an
Advocacy Workshop on Gender Malnsireaning:
National Affirmative Action for Sustainable
Development, with presentation of papers by
seasoned Resource Persons, The event also
provided an opportunity for the representative of

e Dame Jonathan Commissions Gender Centre

(il

, D Gibenend, Centre INrector,

Chancellor of the University of Uyvo, Professor
Akaweren Essien, observed that women
1|I."\-L'|II|:IIIII.'II| i critical 1o the 1I|'1-'|.~Iu|:|:|||.|.'||l of the
nation. Okojie, who presented a grim statistics of
female student enrolment and staff appointment in
Nigerian universities, called for appropriate
policies that would favour women education and
|;|:rl:iri|;|z1im1 in the ﬁ:lfi{'l} as part ol a deliberate
affirmative action aimed at integrating them into
the mainstream of development.

Chairman of the occasion and Amanyvanabo of
Nembe, Dr Edmund Daukoru, who was
represented by Emeritus Professor Nimi Briges,
commended the University and the First Lady for
the collaboration, stressing the need for exploiting
idens on women development te achieve the
objectives of the Centre.

Welcoming guests to the event, Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajiemka, noted that the Centre
was established to complement the efforts of
women in national development in addition to
“providing equal opportunities for male and
Female ||-||||-u|:|1i4|-|1\ [E1] |I|.=H.'Ir||| their Tull |:II:I'I.':II|iH|h
in the quest for excellence in all areas of human
endeavour,™ adding that “the Centre would
enhance our |;||.|,|n|||.'ill1. [ 11] |:|r|:|lFrr indipenous
solutlons to socletal problems.™

Director al the Centre, Prolessor Elizabeth Okeke,
whie called for collaboration with mational and

Award For Teachers

By Otikor Samuel
enowned scholar of African Art History,
PFrofessor Frank Ugiomoh of the
rtment of Fine Art and Design, Faculty
of Humanitics, was among four distinguished
Lecturers from Nigerinn Universities and cleven
Primary and Secondary School Teachers, who won
this year's edition of THISDAY dwird at Abeokuata,
Oygun State,on 27° February, 2013,
Frofessor Ugiomah, who is a foremost scholar of
African Art History, was honoured by the national
dally for his landmark contributions to the discipline
at the 18" annual awerd ceremony of the Paper
which attracted dignitaries from within and outside
the country, including former President of the
United States of America, Mr Bill Clinton, who
personally  handed out the coveted awards o
reci

ipients,
I reaction to the awand 1o the Teachers, Minister of
Education, Professor Rugayyatu Rafa®i, who
congratulated the heneflciaries, sabd the recognition
has broken the myth that Teachers' reward is in
heaven, “With this award, Teachers would be
mudivated to do more, knowing that they would be
rewarded here on earih, Even those who are not
winners this yvear would be motivated sinee their
efforts can be recognised,” the Minister added.

A il
V-8, Prof Affenkea, (27 fromm righth, Rep of Firss Lady and 54 fo the Prestadens on MIN
Praf (hkeke, DVC {RE D), Prof Willie-Abbey, Dean, Faculty of Education, Prof Eb Aeotne-Efeboe aod athers

arcas of

Jolayemi, Mrs Dorothy Ugwa and Mrs Christie Ade-

international organizations in the
teaching, research, training and projects, noted
that Gender Studies is a |||||Ili¢|i~sri||lilmr_1.

the First Lady to inspect the temporary and
permenent dites of the Centre.

Lt wonaled b recalled that the First Lady annoonced
establishment of the Centre at the 27" Convoeation
Ceremaony of the University in 20101,

Classes '86-88 Alumni Plan Grand Reunion

By Humphrey Cgu

lans are afeot by the 198E6-B8 graduating sets of
the University Alumni to hold a rewnisn.

Members of the Steering Committes of the Class,

Messrs Soala Ivalla and Ben Cweape® Willie dropped
the himt while exchanging views with LAIPORT Weekly,
penaltimate Thursday.

The dun, who were im the
University to anfold the
proposed reanion at a
meeting with the Yice-
Chancellor, Professor
Jouseph Ajlenka  amd also
Familiarize themselves with
the curremt state of their
Alma Marer, expressed
satisfaction with the level of
imlfrastructural
development on  Compus,
stwting that there has been n
very remarkable

transformation compared
to what ohtained in their
student days, colling far the
resuscitation of lnter-Departmental Debates and

Ugiomoh, Others, Get THISDAY

Other Teachers honoured at the event
were: Professors Iya Abubakar,
Michael Obadan and Eunice Uzodike
{University Lecturers), Rev Father Angus Fraser,
D.B.E. (dssal, Reuben Majekodunmi, Dotun
Oyewole, Hadiza Thani Mohammed, Bawa Faskari
and Messrs John Adeapgn and  Yakubu Thimka
(Secondary  School Teschers) and Mrs Victorin

Ajayi{ Primary School Teachers )

imteractions, which they said were erucial to a rounded
wilucation i the age of social media.

Recounting his experience as a student in the
Department of Sociology between 1985 and 1987, Mr
Ivalla, who later received postgradwate education at the
University of Westminister, London, said: *With the
likes of Professors lkenna Meimire, Mark Aondkga,

V-, Proy Aflenka fTanked by fyalla feigh) and Willie

Claude Ake, Invang Eteng, Julivs Thombvere, nmasmpst
athers; lectures were very exciting nnd we nbwayvs loaked
forward to attending lectures, | must add that my
enperience in UNIPORT was ome of the best 1 ever got,™
He recalled that his underpraduate training in Socialapgy
eqquipped him with sclf-confidence and the ahility to
analyse sochety, His words: “Sociology trained me to
challenge orthedoxy, analyie the politics, econemy and
culiure of other sucietics and olso it into them, Thot wos
whv | was able to nbinin an Exccntive MBA, majored in
Marketing and worked in the area of Howsing in
Engglanad hefore deciding to go inloe privaie business.™
U his purt, Willie, wha studied Politicn]l Scicnce
between 1983 and 1987 recalled that they were in
UNIPORT at a time when the University had on its staff
many internationally-acclaimed professors and
students, who came from different purts of the workd,
deseribimg  his experience as very memorable and
rewarding. He stated that educathon should moet _IIhl 513
seen s @ meal ticket, but a tos] with which to tackle all
sorts of sncictul chnllenpes.

Willie, wha lke Iyalla, opted for private business said:
“Entreprencurial development is something 1 hold dear
o my heart, The beginning  can be very toagh, but my
advice o students, whe muy wish to po inta husiness is
that they should start small, have dreams and focus,”
disclosing that his business outfit, which started in a very
small shop in Logoes, now has eight branch offices in
Lapgns, Port Harcourt and Ahuja,

The International businessmen pledged thelr support
for the emergent Bamanga Tukur Imstiteie of
International Trade amd Development, advising
husiness-minded students to abwavs have a clear vision
of what they wish to be, “It ks aboant what legacy and
dilference one makes in society,”™ they said, regretting
that electricity  still remained n challenge im the
University, as it was when they were students in unigue
UNIPORT.




Wr Alete Amesi, Vice=-Chancellor's Ofice, promaoted Sewior A ssistant
Cutering Supervizor, elfective 1" October, 2012,

Wrx {'um_i'h.r.r Ukwe, Facu I1:|.'ul-'|. grirulllln,'."rlunnlnl Sewier Clerical
{Jfﬁg'rﬂ elTective 1" Oetober, 2002,

Wr Robipson Jacob, Library Department, promoted Chicf Porter,
elfective 1" Oetober, 2012,

Wr Dickay Chedu, Health Services Department, promoted Plrarmecy
Asxistans, effective 1" Octaber, 2002,

Wiss Nyekwere Egeonun, Student AfTairs Depariment, promoted
Caretaker, effective 17 Ocioher, 201 2.

Abayomi  Omotosho, Department of Pharmaceotical & Medical
Extension, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sclences, conflirmed Seaff,
effective " June, 20110,

Dy Careline Iyalla, Department of Haematology/ Immunology Blood
Transfusion, College of Health Sciences, confirmed Seaff, effective 2™
Oretober, 20010,

Wr Mungchive bodp, I]r|;|s.|r|!||11.'|1t of Civil & Environmental
Engineering, College of Engineering, confirmed Seaff, effective 14"
July, 2012,

Wr Joln Okwnkwu, Vice-Chancellor's (MTice, confirmed Sraff,
efMective 30" March, 2009,

Wr Michae! Kpee, Works and Services Department, confirmed
Artisan Grade I (Carpeniry), elfective 237 October, 2009,

Wr Christian Nwekorie, Office of Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Adm i:l'li'“rl.l.!illﬂ:l.,l.‘l)rlﬁ rmed Mdver, ellective I'u‘".l::luurlx, i,

Mr Victor Robinson, Library Department, confirmed Senior Driver,
effective 10" March, 2010,

Wr King Ajokw, Department of Linguistics and Communication
Studies, Faculty of Humanities, confirmed Techmical Atfendant,
effective 18° April, 2009,

Mr Bridger Kanee, Student Affairs Department, confirmed Porter,
effective 8" December, 20010,

RENEWRALOFCONTRACT APPOINTMENT

Professer Hyacimth Dike, Department of Curriculom
Studies/Educationnl Technology, Faculty of Education, granted
Renewad of Contract Appoimiment, effective 19° April, 2013 o 18"
April, 2014,

D Felix Njokn, Department of Geology, Faculty of Physical Scienecs
& Information Technology, College of Natural and Applied Sciences,
granted Renewal of Contract Appointrent, effective 27 Januwary, 2013
to 17 January, 2014,

Dr Peter Okoh, Department of Human Anatomy, Faculty of Basic
Medical Sciences, College of Health Sciences, granted Renmewal of
Part-Time Teaching Appoimimiens for 20002002 and 20022013
SESSR0N.

Mrs Mina Long-John, Department of Nursing, Faculty of Clinical
Sciences, College of Health Sciences, granted Remeowal of Contract
Appointment and Upgrading o Lecturer I, effective 12* March, 2013
fo 11" March, 2014,

SABBATICALAPPOINTMENT

Professor L), Eboh, assumed Sabbarical Appointment in the
Department of Homan Kinetics & Health Education, Faculty of
Education, effective 27° October, 2002 to 26" October, 2013,

Dr Amaele Samuwel, granted Sabbatical Appoimiment in the
I]r|;|:rl|n1.'||l ol Educational Foundations, I'm.'llll:r of Education,
effective on assumption of duty,

STUDY LERVE WITH PRY

Wr Fictor Sunday, Depariment of Geography & Environmental
Management, Faculty of Social Sciences, proceeded on an 18-manth
Srwdy Leave With Pay to pursue a Master of Scicnce Degree
programme in Geoinformation and Land Administration at
Reglonal Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS), lle-
Ife, Osun State, effective 3™ October 2001 to 3™ May 2013,

Mr Justus Dike, Department of Electrical/Electronies Engineering,
Caollege of Enginecring, proceeded on Stady Leave Witk Pay b0 pursue
n Doctorate Degree programne in Elecirical Engineering, effeclive
207" February, 2003 10 19" Februnry, 2014,

Mrs Rese Adebayo, Department of Finance & Banking, Faculty of
Management Sciences, proceeded on a three-vear Siudy Leave With
Pay to parsue a Doctorate Degree programme In Finance at the
Eastern Mediterranean University, effective 200272003 1o 20014115,
Wr Benjamin Akpoilth, Department of Animal Science & Fisheries,
Faculty of Agriculture, procecded on a three-yvear Sudy Leave With
Pay to pursue a Doctorate Degree programme at the University of
Ihadan, (hyo State, effective 2002113 to 20014715,
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Prof Rugayyatu Rufa’i, Minister of Education [l
DEMISE OF MRS FLORENCE ENEJI
DONATION OF LAB STOOLS
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MGT
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SUNDAY, MARCH, 17 - SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013
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-
rofessar Arthar
P?\'warur al the
Department of Homan

Physislogy, Facully of Basic Medical

Hcicmees in the College of Health Sciences., hos called
Tor the establishment of o Health Asessment Centre
im the Niger Delin to serve as o physio=miedicinnl
Tacility to teckle paolloti vlated nil im the
reginm and the rest of the country.

Mwafor, whn mude the coll while delivering the 102
Immuwpural Lecture ditled: “Life Dnder Axsowds:
Newhere To Hide", at the Ehitimi Bamigo Auditoriam,
last Thursday, said that such 8 Centre woubd praperly
evaluate harmful substances in the covironment ta
ascertain thelr potential health effects an human and
anlmal speches.

When established, “the Centre would also arganise
“I.'ll“ll‘“ll.'lpl to address the environneental ehallenges
l]‘!’."ﬁ'l“ill‘}{ ihe I‘t'l,lil}ﬂ." The |l1i|l|’.‘.|] ral Lesturer sakd,
calling omn government al all levels and corporate
organisations e adequately fund research
endeavours aimed al redacing the discase birden in
wil- producing areas of the couniry.

Im view of the rising cases of environmentally-related
health challenges in the Niger Delin, Nwalor stressed
the “need to address the wnrivalled Fundamental
etinlogic. anti-environmentally-related drog
development, lifestyle modification, discuse,
treatment wnd complication control, us well ns explore
culluhboretive opportumitics and  ofilize  cmerging
technabogies to combai assawlts on the envimnment ns
a result of eorepulated induostrial sctivities by
multinational firms aperating in the area.™

Decrving the volome of harmful chemicals tha
humans are exposed to in the Niger Delta reglon,
Nwafor revealod that women are more valnerable to
diseases caused by such exposures than their male
counterparts, deseribing some of those allments as
petrofeum diseases,

The Professor of Human Physiology, whe condemmned
unregulated consumption of traditional medicines,
wapecially by pregnant womben, stated that ssch
practice may resall in stillvicihs and babics with
ilefects, pointing out that moest of such local drugs are
naol usmally smbjected to relevant scientific scrutiny

ESSN; 3 790-3 TR

beefore they are advertiied for human cons anption.

=W hat must be understood is that the claims of these
nuiritional supplements may oot be sepported by
properly supervised scientific research, while the
traditivnal physicions and patients may not have any

Praf Nwafor fleft), handing over a copy of the Lecture in FC

idea of the physiological and pharmacalogical
reactions of such noiural medicines in their hid fe
amelinrate health problems,” he poinvted owt.

In his remarks, Viee-Chancellor, Professar Joseph
Ajienka, moted that “it i5 humans who couse the
assaults on the environment identificd by the
Lecturer.

It is also homans who wani te hide from the
canseiuences of those assaulis; so, we have to bear the
consequenees of our sctloms as we relate to the
environment that has beem well ardered by the
Creater”, stressing the need for humans to imbibe the
culture of safeguarding thelr enviromment to make it
mre habitable,

The Vice-Chancellor also nofed that the Lecture has
Jjustified the need to implement the 10 per cent royalty

treasure you seek

JOSEPH CAMPBELL

for oil-hearing communities a5 recommended in the
contentioms Petroleum Industry Bill {PLB) now befure
ihe MNational .-\s’i!ﬂlm:\.. “Through this Leciare, | have
learmt that women are exposed b0 higher risks as a
resull of emvironmental pollution. | am aware that
wanbed i (he Niger Delta sullfer from Artheitis more
than their cowmlerparts in other pars of the
counlry,”, he observed, tasking Scholars (o investigate
the couses of the alarming rate of diseases among

Afrevria

wameen in the region.

Professor Ajienka, who regretied that the operation of
illegnl refinerics is worsenimg the case of
emvirnnmental pollution in the Niger Delita, charged
the Inaupural Lecturer nnd pther rescarchers ts work
towards commercinlisntion of results of their findings.
Rencting to the Lectwre, Visiting Scholar, Professor
Vincent Idemyor, observed that the topic touched on
various arcas such as health and environment which
ure crucial to human wellbeing. In his ohservation,
I¥irecinr, Centre for Refining and Petro-chemicals ot
the Institwic of Petroleum Studies, Professor Godwin
lgwe, recommenided reduction of the duration of
Inawgural and Public Lectures im the University for
hetter delivery.

I'm Impressed By Giant Strides

Recorded In My Alma Mater ~Mou4 vC

By Obinna Nwodim
jee-Chancellor, Michael Okpara
University of Agriculture, Professor
Hilary Edeoga, has commended the giant

strides of suecessive administrations in both

academic and infrastructural development
recorded over the vears in the University of Port

Vil Praf Afienk

¥ g
{Aiademiel, Prof fpko fee, (0dlming, Prof Fihelbert Yiludo and Direcron, Personmed AfTane,

Hareowrt.

Frofessor Hdmrg.a, who is a 1984 Alumnus of the
University, made the remark in an interview with
UNIPORT Weekly om the sideline of a professorial
interyview, penultimate Wednesday.

The Professor of Plant Taxenomy and
Cyiogenetics, whao is also the second Alumnus te
become Vice-Chancellor of a University said:

W Ranlenal Miahaly 77

“The University has witnessed significant
improvements since 1984 when | graduated here
with a Bachelors degree, 1 was impressed when |
was bold that we have over 260 professors. This
shows that the dreams of the founding fathers of
the University have been realized. This is
hecause, as far back as 1980, we were only 422
undergraduates and had our matricolation in the
then School of Biological Sciences quadrangle;
but today, the expansion is massive as the total
number of students then could be equated to just
one department today.

Professor Edesga, who also had his Master's and
Daoctorate Degrees from the University called an
Alumni to endeavour to ldentify with the
development strides of the Unfversity. “The
University is like our Mother. Having nursed us
to where we are now. We should think of ways of
showing appreciation to a good Mother which the
University has |rr|u'|.'|l iy ety bl ol us who hacd
the ||ri'|.'i|1.'g|.~||1'j_l.rud||uli||1; here™, o visibly elated
Al mnus Dold gurd '||rn.'x|1-|rr|r;|n|.'|1l.

Priessor Edeoga e was formally  decorated
with the Universitv's Mulller at the Senale
Chambers during its 392" Session, expressed
gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Joseph Ajienka, for the honour done him by his
Alma Mater, promising to mobilize support
towards the accelerated development of the
University.
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