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arely 10 months after its
cstablishment and
appointment of Professor

Onyee Nwankpa as Chair Occupant,
the Cardinal Rex Jim Lawson Chair in
Highlife Music, has started attracting
Scholars from all over the world. The
latest arrivals are from the Universities
of Cambridge, UK and California,
Irvine, USA,

Speaking during a courtesy call on the

NUC Inaugurates SERVICOM In UniPort

ine years after the Federal Government established the
Service Compact with all Nigerians, (SERVICOM) with a
mandate to ensure that emplovees deliver maximum value
and quality service with measurable results to the public, the

University of Port Harcourt has joined the league of Parastatals
that have set up SERVICOM Units, reports (hikor Samuel.
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Rex awson cnr
Attracts UK, US Scholars

Vice-Chancellor, penultimate
Thursday, Dr Ndubuisi Nnamani of
the Faculty of Music, University of
Cambridge, Professors Bryan
Reynolds and Mark LeVine of the
Departments of Drama and History,
Usniversity of California, expressed
willingness to partner the University in
research on West African Highlife
Music,

The wvisitors commended ithe
University for recognizing the
importance and impact of highlife
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music on the eulture of the people in the
West African sub-Region, promising to
assist the Chair Occupant in cfforts
aimed at fully harnessing the goals for
which it was set up by the University.

The trio, who thanked the University
for the reception accorded them, listed
the rapid growth of the Department of
Mousic in just three yvears of existence as
a welcome development that needed to
be supported. They also praised the
wealth of experience of the Qccupant of
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By (Whinna Nwodim

n emergent partnership between the

Umiversity of Port Harcourt and the Right

Livelihwod College, Stockholm, is
underway with a proposed launch of the Right
Livelihood Fellowship Award in the Institution
once details are worked out.
This was the outcome of a visii to the University by
the Director, Health of Mother Earth Foundation,
Mr Noimmae Bassey, lasi Monday. Mr Bassey, who
is also one of the Fellowship Laureates, said that
the award which is a joint venture of the Ukifrerdif
Nans Malaysia (USM) and The Right Livelihood
College is intended to offer Fellowships to
outstanding students and researchers to study at
the Lniversind Sains Malaysio in Penang, Malaysia,
According to him, the package would focus on
Master's and Doctorate degree programmes
which link and Turther the works of Lanreates,
who have received the Right Livelihood Award,
popularly known as *The Alternate Nobel Prize™,
adding that the study should specially contribute
towards realizing the vision and mission of the
Award,
In his speech, Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences, Professor Henry Alapiki, who expressed
delight over the partnership, said that the Faculty
was fally preparved o tap from the programme,
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UniPort To Partner Swedish Gollege

promising that evervihing possible would be done
to ensure ifs soCoess.
He said that the
Faculty would bring
together all
stakeholders,
imeluding graduate
students in order o
sensitize them on the
gainsg of the
programmes. He said
that adegquate
preparations would be
made Tor the signing of
the Memorandom of
Understanding (Maol')
which is cxpected to
coincide with the
Faculiy Rowndiable.

The Right Livelihood
Fellowship is a global
nitiative of 1I|4.~ l;—:lﬂ
dvelibhood Awar
Foundation.
Stockholm, and fhe
Lnigversiti .hrml.
Malaysia (USM),

harniss the nu-dum
and experience of the
Laureates of the
Award. It is widely
recognised as the

Prr{f}-!.fupi#ui. 'eilling some publications from Mr Bassey

ansformation.
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Documenting Pollution in Bonny,
New Calabar River Estuary

What are the environmental and polfution profifes of the BonnywNew Calabar River Estuary in the last 100 years? Omorontionwan
Omokheyeke, a Doctoral Candidate in the Department of Animal and Environmental Biology, Faculty of Biological Sciences,
College of Natural and Applied Sciences, provides answer to this question, HUMPHREY OGU reports

fter obtaining her Bachelor's degree in
Foolegy from the University of Benin, Edo
State, Ormurentionwan Omokeyveke headed
to the University of Pori Harcourt, where she
enrolled for the Master of Science degree in ihe
Department of Animal and Environmental Biology.
Apart from graduatimg with a distinction, Omos, as
she is popularly known, alse distinguished hersell
with a research in water hyacinth, which in addition
to tackling the environmental challenges posed by
the walerwesd, discovered ils use as raw muaterial for
the production of furniture.
Although, Medicine was her
Initial cholee of
discipline, Omaos later
saw the meed to
specinlise in
envirnnmenial science,
hecause as she puls it:
“Environmental sindies
would be a major area
of focus in Nigeria
and heyand in the
next 30 years
and bevond.

This has been demonstrated in Nigeria's increasing
cancern for environmental protection and resource
conservialion™
Omokheyeke, wha is currently concluding a doctoral
dissertation entitled: “Emvdronmental and Pollitton
Archiving, Usimg Sedimenrs and Nuclear Technigues
in BonmyNew Colabar River Estuary in Nigeria ", said
she has now shifted focus from water hyacinth to
muonitoring marine pollution.
“With marine |;|||Iluli|:|n muonitoring, we can establish
the age of sediments which can enhance restoration
and remediation of contaminated sites. One of the
objectlves of wsing water hvacinth as a bio-
remediation agent for crude oil-contaminated site in
my earlicr research was also to enhance restoration
und remedintion  initinfives,” she explained,
revenling that her research aims ot establishing
pallution record of aver 100 vears by properly and
prodessionally dating the sediments.
Omokheyeke, who disclosed that she prefers the
Imtermet to the University Library, said: “we need
to surf the Internet for new trends in research
und development. It is no longer fashionahle to
carry ool research alone; the research
fimdings must be developed to impact on our
snchery.
“My research alms at chronologically
ascertaining the pollution events that
oceurred in the past decades with a view to
providing evidence that wounld proffer
solutions to envirenmenial problems. The
sediments are archives that uptake and
release varlety of contaminants over a
period of time,” she said, disclosing that
she already has the record of pollution
history of over B0 years with respect to
totul hydrocarbon contents and
prhosphoros.
“The results reveal heightened

industrial activities between 1973 and 2002, This
corresponds with yvears of massive oil spill incidents
that occurred in Nigeria such as the Exxon Mabil
spill that impacisd an the Bonny Estoary. High
sedimentation rate abtained from the data suggested
that Mooding events eccurred in the 19905, The
profile distributions of radionuclide in seafood and
sedimenis were alio established in ihe :sl:ull_'r,'L she
said, listimg mullet, tilapia, crab and oysters as some
of the seafood she focused on in her research,

Om challenges faced in the course of research,
Omokheyeke regretted that Adpkae and Goemoee
Spectrometer, which is a critical equipment for
amalysing radionuelide, was not available in the
Umiversity at the time of her data analysis, a situation
that necessitated her traveling o Morocco for the
amalbysis,

Omokheyeke, who ks currently a Research Fellow at
the MNational Centre for Marine Follmtion
Monitoring and Seafood Safery, University of Port
Harcourt, disclosed that “the Director of the Centre,
Professor, Franchs Sikokl, who is also my supervisor,
facilitnted my trip to Moroceo, under the
sponsorship of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA)™, She, hawever, expressed delight at
the avallability of the equipment in the University
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Inauguratien of the UniPort Unit coincided with the 37
Quarterly Meeting of the National Universities
Commission {NUC) Parastatal SERVICOM Commibtee
(PSC) meeting held at the Ebitimi Banigo
Auditorinm, University Park, lost Wednesday.

The meeting was attended by Focal Officers of

Federal umiversities across the country.

Speaking at the inauguration, Executive Secretury

of NUC, Professor Julius Okajie, who disclosed

that the forum provides avenues for SERVICOM

Units of Federal universities to network and share

experiences on best practices, sald the MNatlonal

Universities Commission would continee o

encourage and swastain initiatives aimed it

ensuring effective service delivery in the natlon's

aniversities.

Represemted by the NUC Nodal Officer amd

Chairman, NUC Parastatals SERYVICOM

Committee, Mr Jobn Ahmadu, Professor Okojie noted
that the Chuality Assarance and Cuality Control Unit of
UniFart would complement SERVICOM to repasition
the University to make it truly unique in learning and
rescarch,

He explained that the SERVICOM inifative was
imtrmduced fm adsd irl1'|'H.'ll$ o the setivvities of Government
by ensuring that emplovees show commitment to nathonal
development through gquality service to the people, adding
that the Commission is championing the process of
change and innovative practices for the delivery of gualiry
edlucatism.

The Exccutive Secretary stated that “in addition to the
acereditation of academic programmes, we are also set (o
vmbark on on  institotinnel accreditstion  exercise.
Recently, Wiece-Chameellors of Nigerlan universities
wilnessed the formal launch of the Alrican Centres of
Excellence (ACE) project, designed to address regional
development challenges and strengthen the capackty of
the wniversities fo deliver high quality training and
applied rescarch,”

Professor Okaojie listed the roles of SERVICOM Unit ta

Cowt*d from pl

Akajemedi, Semior Special Assf to the President’

include providing support to University Managements (o
wvercome some of the challenges in the system, such as
sale of handouts, serirg, delay In release of resalts or

processing  of transcripls, illegal admission and
manitoring of teaching and non-teaching  sctivities,
amongst other cases of service fallure. He commended the
University of Port Harcourt for accepting to host the 4°
MU PRC meeting.

In his poedwill messnge, Senior Special Assistant to the
PFresident and Natlonal Coordinator, SERVICOM Office,
Mr Silbriks Obriki, wha i alse an Alamaus of Unil®or,
nated that the universities play essential roles in all sectors
of development, painting out that when things go wrong in
the universities. they alfect every sector of saciety. He
advised public officers to ensure that standards arc
observed in the workplaces to justify the remunerations
paid by the govermment from tus payers” money, adding
that “there Is mo praject that s more important than
service delivery™.

Dateline

NUG Inaugurates SERVIGOM In UniPort

iPart Focal (ificer,

Nr rlrrn:'mu'rm’. SERVICOM I'.MTf.r. Mr !lﬁnh and other Focal (fffoers

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka, represented
by Deputy Viee-Choncellar {Ad atinn), Profi
Ethelbert Nduka, welcomed the guests to the Unbversity,
capressing commitment (o the wdeals that would Toster
quality service delivery through SERVICOM,

“It is our hope that when the dreaft copy of SERVICOM
Charter is approved and implemented, our stall would
nd only be maore dedicated, but will offer quality, prompt,
efficient, and courteous serviees at the wvariens
SERVICOM windows,” Professor Ajienka promised.

In his response, newly-inaugurated SERVICOM Facal
OiMicer of the University, Professor Tony Arinze, said that
the Unit has in the 3 Quarter, prepared a draft copy of
SERVICOM Charter awaiting approval by the Senste,
imitiated micasures aimed at ereating awarencss aninmngst
stall and students, appointed mail trackers in differemt
Departments to ensure spectdy mails delivery, monitering
punciuality of workers and graduaally institutionalising
the SERVICOM concept in the University.

Mgt Meets SSANU On August

Prof Nduka,
DV-C {Admin)

'H'n "\'uw.'mr, 02
Registrar

By Mercy Adeniji
allowing delay in the remittance of allocation by the
Federal Government for the pavment of August
salary and other carned allowaness, YManagement of
the University mel members of the  University of Part
Harcourt branch of the Semior Staff Asseciation of Niperian
Universities (35AMNL), kast Monday, inalast diteh effort to
expluin the situation (o them, with o view to seeking their
understanding and support towards its amicable
resolution.
Speaking during the meeting which tonk place in front of
the Senate Building, University Park, Viee-Chaneellor,
Professor Ajienka, commended members of the Union Tor
advertising their gricvances with decorum and a shared
semse of responsibilliy over the delay in payment of thelr
salaries.
“1 wish to assure yon that Management will pay all the
auistanding entitlenents of stail as soon as we recelve owr
statmiory allocations from the Federal Governmeni. Let me
alsa assure vou that Management shares vour pain at this
miment and is doing everything puossibl
e o lighten the burden™, the
Viee-Chancellor told the
visilely anxious
crowd af S5ANL
members,
Frolessor
Ajicnkn, who
s po Kk ¢
thraugh the
Deputy Viee-

Mr Syder,
SSANU Chairman

Mr Alied,
Bursar

Chancellor (Administeation). Professor Ethelbert
Mduka, exploined thati the remson for the delay in
pavment of August salary was due to a standing dircetive
from the Federal Govermment o Management ol
universities to separaie the entitlements of stofT on duwiy
from those members of the Academic Staff Unlon of
Lmiversities (ASUL) whe embarked on an indelnite
strilee netion to pressure Government into impleme nting
the contentious 209 Agreement, He appealled to staff to
bear with Management, assuring them that the moeney
wirtild e paid ns smon ws practicahle.

Also speaking, Reglstrar, Mrs Matllda Noedim,
enpressed salisfaction with the sense of maturity
exhibited by the Uniom Executive and members,
eharging them (o continue in that spirit in the interest of
the Lmiversity.

“Many universitics and stakeholders hold University of
Port Hareourt in very high regard. 1 receive calls from
calleaguwes in other institutions wking how we nre daing it
im owr University. We should continue to hold our heads
very high becawse other institmtions hold us in very high
esteem”™, she swid, appealing &o the Union to recopnize the
zirnd work being done by the Adminkstration, rather than
concentrating on the negative points.

She recalled that during one of the Nanspement
Vieetings, Principal Officers of the University were
informed that the Federal Government hos released
money to offset the carned allowances under the close
supervision of the Governing Couneil.

“It is my desire that we pay this money to those who have
worked; you will receive the alert as soom as the
micdalities for disbursement are worked owt™ she
promised.

In his comtribution, the Borsar, Mr Vitalis Allczl. who
seknowledped thal seme universities may have paid the
Auwppust salury, however, disclased that Viee-Chancellars
of such Institutions were querled for vielating the
directive of the Federal CGovernment on the principle of
wa werk, me pay, “l wish to ssore vou that earmed
allowangis would be paid to both Teaching and Mon-
Teaching siafl™.

Earlier, Chalrman of the Association, Mr Bikume Syder,
appealed o Management to pay workers their
outstunding Avgust salury from Internolly-CGenerated
Revenne (1GR), to ameliorate the plight of workers. He
alse fabled a [live-point demand, including the
incorporation of all the Unions into the body that woulsd
calculate the carmed allowances and committes o
address securily Bsues on Campus.
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Thr Petroleum Technology Development
Fund (PFTDF), has awarded scholarship
to a student of the Centre for
Occupational Health, Safety and Environment
(COHSE), an affiliate of the Institute of
Petroleum Studies (1PS).

A Letter signed by the Dircctor, COHSE,
Frofessor Iy Nwaogazie and made available to
UniPorr Weekdy, indicated that the student,
Chigozie Agu, who is pursuwing a Master of
Science degree in Occupational Health and
Safety, also received a laptop computer as part
of the award last month.

Explaining that the Centre is one of the
institutions that benefit from the PTDF
scholarship scheme, the Director disclosed that
the Fund sent four awardees to the Centre for the
M%5c programme in the 2011/2012 and one in

— llll:l*-illlli

H-L.'Ag-n. D Beka, Prof Nwaogazie, Mrs Agovom and Hannah Ismiaila

200272003 academic sessions, respectively. “We
are happy with the level of confidence the PTDF
repases in our programmes, not only as a Centre
of Excellence, but also where early completion of
programmes in 12 calendar maonths is
guaranteed each vear without any interruption,”
he said.

“Going by the principle of local comtent
initiative, 1 want to believe that the skills of
Nigerians are what we necd to build the nation.
We are rising to this challenge through the MSc
programme in Occupational Health and Safety
run only by COHSE in the entire West Africa.
The beneficiaries of the scholarship are
encouraged to make the best use of their awards
for academic empowerment, thus paving way for
athers to benefit from the scheme,” Nwagozie
said, adding that on graduation, they can become

Campus/View

COHSE
Student
Gets PTDF

Scholarship

By Humplhirey Ogu

entreprenceurs, consoltants, civil servants,
technocrats and so on.

The award presentation, which was done on
hehalf of PTIF by the Director of COHSE. had
in attendance. the Assistant Director of the
Centre for Petrolenm Geosciences, (CPG), Dr.
Francis Beka, who collected the parcel from
PTDF, Abuja office on behalf of COHSE and
Administrative Assistants, COHSE and CPG
Hannah lsmaila and Charity Agorom.
Responding, the recipient. Mr Apgw, who
obtained hiz bachelors” degree from the
Department of Microbiology, in the University,
cxpressed gratitude to God for his mercies,
thanking PTDF for the opportunity to benefit
from the PTDF Local Scholarship Scheme and
IPS, under which the Cenire operates, for
availing him the enabling environment to
actualise his professional dream.

Apgu whoe explained that he applied for and
performed well in & sereening test conducted by
the Fund, said: *I want to express gratitude to
the Federal Government for its commitment 1o
providing quality postgraduate eduocation,
especially in oil and gas, through FTDE, 1 am also
grateful 1o IPS for providing me the plaiform o
fulfil my desire for academic excellence in my
chosen profession.”

Niger Delta Institute Calls For Papers

... As Society Announces Fellowship Competition

By Ovikor Samuel

he Institute of Niger Delta Studies has

called for papers from interested

members of the public for publication in
the next editiom of the Jowrmal of Niger Delta
Seudies. A letter dated 16" September, 2003 and
signed by the Director of the Institute, Professor
Abi Derefaka, ndvised contributors to send seven
hard and soft copies of each manuscript to the
Institute’s Office at Delta Park, University of
Forti Harcouwrt and electronic address  ai
abi. derefakoi uniportedi.ng.
The articles, according to the Director, should be
based on ariginal field and library research from
all disciplines, but with focus on the Niger Delta.
“The title should be briel and describe the
contents of the article. The abstract should bhe
informative and completely self-explanatory,
briefly present the major points made in the
article, provide significant information about
methodology for data gathering and analysis,
and poini out major findings and conclusions, he
sald™.
Professor Derefaka, farther advised
confributors to send in their articles on or belore
31" November, 2003 with three to ten key words,
Modern Language Association (MLA) sivle
sheet and concise tables. “Aunthors should feel
free to make amy other inguiries before

UniP

submitting fheir manuscripts,” the Director
added.

In a related development, the American Council
of Learned Societies (ACLS), with financial
support from the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, has announced for Dissertation-
competition Fellowships in Ghana, Tanzania,
and Uganda and Early-career post-Doctoral
Fellowships in Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Uganda and South Africa.

In addition te S1,0000 per Fellow for books
and medin af bath award levels, stipends of
10,000 and S170000 would be paid to
successful Dissertation-completion  Fellow
and posi-Doctoral Fellows, respectively.
Diirector, Centre for Research Management
(CREM), Professor Onyvewuchi Akaranta, who
made the disclosure in a Memo obtained from
the African Humanities Programme,

stated that Dectoral Candidates in

the final vear of writing dissertation

are eligible for the Dissertation-
completion Fellowship, while
scholars who have obtained the
Doctor of Philosophy degree
within the past eight years are
eligible for the post-Dactoral
Fellowship.

All applicants who must be
citizens of a sub-Saharan

African country and working in any
of the countries listed earlier, while
proposed projects must be areas in the
Humanities such as History,
Language, Anthropology,
Archacology, Performing Arts,
Limguistics, Literature Studies, Religion and
Philesophy, Frojects in Social Sciences wounld
only he accepted if they are clearly
humanistic in content and
focus. Deadline is 17
November, 2013,
Application forms and
instructions for the
o1 3-2014
competition  will be
available from
September at
Il'n'l|.'.u:'{.‘u.r.l]‘_ﬁfj)rr}_t‘:ru
msdalip or send c-mail
1o ahypia aclvong.
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f the ten graduands of the

Department of Animal

Science and Fisheries in the
Faculty of Agriculture, who sat for
the maiden qualifying examination
of the Nigerian Institute of Animal
Science (NIAS), nine of them came
out in flving colours. Only eight,
however, participated in a colourful
Induction Ceremony held |
penultimate Wednesday at the
Mational Centre for Women
Development, Abuja, the Federal
Capital Territory.
Briefing U'niPart Weekly in her office
on her return from the event last
Monday, Acting Head of
Department, Dr Folasade Ajayi,
who said that graduands from 16
universities across the country took
part in the Induction Ceremony out of the
17 institutions that initially participated in
the pre-Induction examination, disclosed
that a graduand of the Department, Abel
Ofuokwu, emerged the third best out of 580
candidates that sat for the examination
conducted by the apex professional
regulatory body, just as the Department’s
institutional capacity was also rated third
hest in the country as proof of the high
henchmark on offer in the Department,
Dr Ajavi, who named the successful
graduands as Stephen Amaechi, Prince lbe,
Chimuanya Okeke, Abel Ofuckwu,
Tamadu Adugha, Dominic Ekanem,
Chidinma Amadi, Akughe Ogheide and
Chukwuma Anum, said that all successful
candidates at the examination are now
qualified Graduate Animal Scientists
(GAS) for meeting the statutory
requirements for professional practice.

here s a time for
cverything on the
surface of the

carth, says the Preacher.
A time fo sow and @ time (o reap; a Gime (o Sermow
and a time to rejoice: a time to be born and a time to
die, This is the reality of life. Most often, mankind
has struggled to grapple with this phenomenon
called death, Every individual is like an actor on
the stage of life. He plays his part and quits the
stage once his time is up. Perhaps, this is an attempt
to grasp the fact that there is a point in time when
an individual is taken away from his loved ones,
friends and colleagues, There are some
osecurrences that make death to be described as a
cruel phenomenon.
Indeed, the death of Mr Justin Eme Wede, may be
deseribed as one of such jig-saw puzzles that defy
conventional explanation. Mr Wede's sad demise
on Saturday, 13° July, 2003, at the University of
Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital (UFTH) at the
age ol 54, came as a surprise package io those whe
knew him from close quarters. He was a Chief
Accountant in the Bursary Department, When
news of his snexpected demise filtered inte the
University, many received it not only with shock,
bt with great dishelief, Why a good man should be
taken away when he is most needed, many asked?
Eulogizing the qualities of late Mr Wede at a
Service of Songs in his honour last Wednesday,
Depuiy Bursar, (Budgei Control), Mrs Helen

A

;] E
Ag. Hol), Animal Science and Fisheries, Dr Afayi farvowed) with the new inductees

Expressing satisfaction

with the commitment of

students of the

Department to hard work,
the Acting HoD) said, “Our students and
graduates are doing very well in various
sectors of society. A graduate of the
Department, Miss Inemesit Udom, who did
her MNational Youth Serviee Corps in
Ebonvi State, returned this vear with a
State Award for embarking on some
landmark projects as her Personal
Community Development Service (FCDS).
A significant part of her projects included
setting up a mini-fish haichery for the
production of a species of catfish, which
was first of its kind by that State's Ministry

Late Wede

NIAS Inducts UniPort
Animal Scientists

By thikor Samuel

of Agriculture.

“We have capahle hands in the Department
and if we can go this far with the little we
have, then with adeguate facilities, we will
contribute our best to the accelerated
erowth of the University,” Dr Ajayi said,
appealing to Management of the University
to increase funding to the Department to
enahle it purchase basic equipment that
would facilitate its acereditation and
continue to engage in quality research that
would be of relevance to the agricultural
sector

Exit Of A Gentleman ey

By Obinna Nwodim
Owhonda-Wopara, described late Mr Wede as a
fine gentleman, who was resolute and dedicated in

University, noting that

he rose through the
ranks by dint of hard work to the position of Chiel
Accountant. According to her, he was also a man of
imtegrity with a pleasant disposition towards his
colleagues.
Alsa, Chairman of the University of Port Hareourt
branch of the Senior Staff Association of Nigerian
Universities, (SSANU), Mr Bikume Svder,
deseribed Mr Wede as a hardworking staff, who
ave his best for the system to survive, He observed
that Wede demonstrated strong commitment in his
duties, with a strong sense of focos and
determination.
In his eulogy, Professor Ben Mdukwu of ihe
Department of Plant Science and Bistechnology,
swid that Late Mr Wede lived an exemplary and
godiy life, and served both the University and his
community diligently, noting that he totally
committed himsell o whatever he did.
Dean of the Faculty of Management Sciences,
Professor Ezema Kalo, described late Mr Wede as
a dedicated staff, who carried out his duaties
conscientionsly, adding that he would be surely
imiissed by his collespues in the Faculty.
Mr Wede who was buried in his home town
Oruoha, Ohio/Akpor Local Government Area on
Saturday September, 14, 2003 would sorely be
missed by those with whom his part crossed. He
was a complete and accomplished gentleman.

ol 15, Na, 10
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il Rex Lawson Chair Attracts UK, US Scholars

the Rex Lawson Chair, Professor Nwankpa, the
strategic location of the University in the Niger
Delia and the rich culiural heritage of the region,
citing them as some of their reasons for choosing
UniPort for their research.

Deseribing the Niger Delta as the hotbed of
highlife music, Muamani sald: “If we have to do
any serious research, it has to be in a university,
The late Cardinal Rex Jim Lawson is from the
Niger Delta, his music talked about the Niger
Delta struggles before the issue came to
limelight.”

The scholars, whose research interests included
the role of aris, relationship between music and
the other aris, as well as resistance through
highlife music, stressed the importance of

.‘.‘ How easy It was to erase 3 man's past and to
construet & mew version of him...against which it
seemed impossible to lght?™, asked the literary

Tugitive, Salman Rushdic, (in)famous authar of The

Sarandc Ferse that ra lsed a tempestuous wind amongst

the Islamic faithlfol Rushdie was, of course, referring

to the fatwa pussed om him by the late Ayvatolln

Khomeini, the tyramnical Mullah of Iran, who

vanquaished the Shah in the 1979 Islamie revolution.

Homesne somew here appears delermined Lo erase the

past and constroct @ new version of cdecation in

Nigeria, If you are in doubt, turn to Carfoon Network

and watch Tom ond Ferry doing their hide and seek

game!

Im the Nigerinn context, the Academic Stafl Union of

Unbversities (ASUL) is wp In arms against a hehemath.

Mo, the Unbon is up against an immovable abject in

defiance of the law of gravity. Whal goes up in Nigeria

just goes up and wp. The Inw of Physics docs not apply

g r

encouraging interdisciplinary rescarch in the
Lniversity,

Responding, Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, who lauded the visiting delegation for
recognizing the efforts of the University in
documenting the legacies of musical greats such
as Rex Lawson and Harcourt Whyte, disclosed
that the Management of the University was
recently in the Kalabari Kingdom, the birthplace
of Rex Lawsan and musical maestro, Harcourt
Whyte.

“We are open to collaborations, You are in the
right place,” he assured them, recalling that “we
used to hear of Ghanaian, Kenyan, Congo music
and sooon. But Rex Lawson was so popular that he
was recognised as Kimg of Highlife. His

F-C, Prof Ajienka {arrowed) Principal Qfficers and other Senivor Academics of the University and the visiting scholars

outstanding performance alse carned him the
name "Cardinal’, We hope to establish a museam
for highlife music in this Universiy.”

(thers who spoke at the event, which had in
attendance principal officers of the University
and senior academics, included Dean, Facalty of
Humanities, Professor Ozo-mekurl Ndimele, and
Head, Department of Muasic, Professor
Mwankpa.

It would be recalled that shorily after the
appointment of Professor Nwankpa to the newly-
established Rex Lawson Chair in Highlife Music,
the Chair organized the maiden Rex Lawson
Caoncert, featuring the surviving members of the
late Cardinal's Band and his children to the
applause of a very impressive audience.

Now Showing On GCartoon Network
FG And ASUU

here. ASUL embarked on un indefinite strike sction ot
a wrong time! Yes. What with politicians clenching
thelr fists, tightening thelr lips and banging the table in
advancement of their peconiary grievamces in the
boild-up to the 2005 election—ull in the interest of the
people? The lawmakers even declared a eivil war on
the Moor of the Howse of Representatives last week in
an impressive display of their martial art skills.
Whut really is the ose of an spreement if it was not
intended to be implemented? How can a country
willfully behead its university system just because of a
dispgreement over a piece of paper signed by
beneficiarics of gquality omiversity education? Wha
speaks for the stndents who are now learning new
simister trades outside their classrooms?

How can a cowntry  haold i = R
educational sector in such By Williams Wodi

supreme contempt withoewt

calemlating the disasirous consequences on iis
futwre lesders? Why showld politics override
cducation in a knowledge-driven age? More
questlons thamn answers

In the troubled political waters of today, foud is fair
awd firir is foul (excuse me Mr Shakespeare), Most
politicians are parechial, petiy, and
characteristically consumed by provimeial and
utterly pecuniary interest to the exclusion of all else.
The coommien weal is thrown o the winds in this
unruly and tasteless juvenile game of attrition. The
level of infantile regression we have so far witnessed
is ample prool that MNigeria is a democracy without
demucrats, while the ruling party is in government
and also in epposition to itsell—a paradex that
defies conventional logic in party polities,

Belore aur very eyes, politics has become the biggest
indlusiry in Nigerin, while everything else waits in
the locker room. Whe cares? The gladiators are
rendy ta behead the country abong with the helpless
citizens, who are compelled to helplessly watch the
puppelry [rom the sidelines. The economy,
municipnl services and cduocation—yes,

cduwcntion=—all hnve hecome emhbarrassing
anachronksms as  paliticians revel in invidious
trimmplialism! (heid pro gue vendedta, translation:*do
me | do vou,..”
The Secial Comract with the people Is In tatters as self-
interest rules over the sovercigaly of the governed in
this emerpent amimasl farm. Soan, there will be no mare
grass for the rampaging elephants to trample upon. As
W. B. Yeats' “ignorant armies clash ot might™, the
horrendous Armageddon predicted For Nigeria in 2005
appears fo be ringing true fo specification! The
pressure cooker is rising hevond haoiling point. We are
trapped in a primitive palitical space in which anly the
sharks can swim. The Dirst rule in the Nigerian political
space is to rule put your conscience!
Abomt three centurbes ago, the empirielst
philosopher, John Locke, codilied his
Sacial Coweact theory into a hinding
golden rule under the regulation of
impurtial wise fellows in the hollowed
temiple of justice. Locke saught after the good and
happiness of the greates! aumber of cilizens—not
thise af the political predators and conguistsdors—ar
thise the Semate Presidemt recently described as
paiitical jebbers. This i in the understanding that we
only nuisourced onr savercignty to our relers, Power is
held in trust amd met wsurped by conspiratorial
political mofin groups driven by tosteless materialism.
ar rulers Iost the moral high ground beeamse they
have far exceeded the limits of Locke's Soctal Comencs
with the people. It is shyvious that the Nigerian people
have been driven to a slippery political slop where they
ire mow il liberty o acl; in Locke's pregnant ward
“enerpetically' in their own self-defence from palitical
kmavery; not through a revolution, but by actively
imterrvgating power that does not serve their inferest.
That way, rulers are denied “the divine right to povern
wrong”. Justice i the sele condition for citizens 1o
submit to constitwied suthority. We are tired of
watching this unending Tom aud Jerey show on the
Nigeria"s Cmrtown Network!

“F was awiay, by the way, Welcome back to my
world!
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APPOINTMENT : O S T

Dy B0 . l.ﬁrr:.l’lu'mr. |]'|. partment of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery,

» of Health Sciences, appointed Aeing Head
sptember, 2003 b September, 2015,
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af Deparimeni, ¢
flr Prince Mmon,

i he Department of
Fm‘s-t.lr'_\ :ind Wildlife Manag culty of Agriculture, University
of Port Harcourt, effective on assumption of duty.

fessor Francis Sikeki, Department of Animal and Environmental
atwral and Applicd

k ac L ppoi ent ns
1 the Department of Ar | and eries,
University of Port Harcourt, effective on

nior Professor i
Agriculiure

assumption of duty.
CONVERSION
Dy Sivius Anpanwn, Department of Agricultural Economics and
Extension, Faculty of Agriculture, converted from Full-Time
Appointment to Adjunct Senior Lecturer, effective on assumption of
duty.
STUDY LEAVE
Wes Charity Fredreick, Department of Forestry and Wildlife
Management, Faculty of Agricolture, granted a one-vear Stndy Leave
without pay to enable her pursue a Master's Degree programme of

; u[ Agricu
ble him pursy
ension at the 1

STOP PRESS
UniPort BANS COMMERCIAL

MOTORCYCLES

Henceforth, all unauthorized motorcycles spotted on
Campus will be impounded. This followed a renewed
resolve by the authorities to enforce extant laws banning
operation of commercial motoreveles on Campus. A
Statement issued on behalf of the Registrar, Mrs Matilda
Nnodim and signed by the Director, Personnel Affairs,
Mr Roland Wabali, however, stated that members of
staff, who commute to work by motorcycles are advised
to register them with the Security Unit as from 23"
September, 2013. They were also advised to make
available to the Security Unit their biometric identity
cards, as well as documents showing proof of ownership
of such motorcycles.
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PAII Starts Undergraduate
Programmes 2014
an-Atlantic University {PAL),

has announced that the school
will commence undergraduoate

programmes from
September, 2014,
Registrar of the

University, Mrs
Rosemary Okolo, who
represented the Vice-
Chancellor while
making the
announcement at a
press conference in

wih
‘.n-"‘"a—
-
-

NewsXflra
.

October, 20013 at  Seven Star Event
Centre, Ikeja, Lagos State,
The event is aimed at strengthening the
link between students and the alumni
Association, create an avenue to foster
and mentor=protégé relationship
between the students and alumni,
provide financial educational and
moral suppert to the

Department of Cuorricular

Innovation and Teaching,

Learning and Evaluative

Process.

The event will also mark the
formal establishment of the
OALU Architecture Alumni
Association to forge a deeper
the

Lagos, explained relationship among
that for 11 hlII.IITlIII.._

yvears the nlll Now
unmiversity lnd:
has been a Bowen Vice
graduwate “.l“ﬂﬂ“ﬂr

institution
w hich
nfftered
exclusively
postgraduate
programme
and executive education courses.

Mrs Okolo disclosed that the
University will extend its activities to
become a full-service university that

would alse offer first degree
programmes. “The programmes
would  begin in the 100 hectare
campus of the university which is

currently being developed in Lekki,
Lagos State”, she said, adding that the
programmes would be in professional
fields such as business and mass
communication.

OAU Architecture Alumni
Plan 30" Anniversary

5 part of its milestone

achicvement, the Alumni and
students Association of the
Department of Architecture, Obafemi
Awolowe University, lle-Ife has
announced plans to host an
anniversary ceremony next month, 12"

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MGT

OBSERVATORY

I'HEBIH FOR PORT HARCOURT AND ENVIRONS FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER, 22 - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2013

Nyesom Wike
Ag Minister of Education

he Nigerian

Baptist
Convention-owned
Liniversity, Bowen
University, has
appointed Professor Matthew
Akintunde Ojo, as its new Vice-
Chaneellor.
Professor Ojo is expected to provide
sound spiritual and academic
leadership that would enable the
schonl to achieve the vision of its
founder to raise Godly and selfless
leaders for the coumtry.
The Viee-Chancellor has taught in
different universities within and
outside the couniry. Aside from
teaching, he also holds membership of
different academic and professional
bodies. Professor Ojo has also
published articles in both local and
international journals,

USTLaunches E-Senate

he Senate of Nigeria's pioneer
Science and ll.'rhnnln-,c_r,'l.
University, Rivers State Uni iy of
Science and Technology (RSUST), has

gone paperless to lead the university to
the status of Nigerians foremost e-
University, a process expected fo save
cost for the university.
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WEDNESDAY | 298 it ] = HE 13 622 &I Thandestorm axpicted bk in e day. Move chiads than am. Warm day
X5 SEFT, 2013 andripated.
THURSDAY F- T i ] 67 NHE [T} [ ] Tharderstiom experied. Mare: cloods than sun dey predicied being mestly warm
Ih SEFT, M3
FRIERAY LeX ] P11 b E 111 o I Thardersmomms supecied More ¢hoods than sin
27 SPT, 2013 | : |
SATURDAY 36 | 230 4D = NE 135 kX 2 Dy eapocted 1o be cloudy and wanm, |
SEFT. 2013
MNWABLIFO NKECHI FROF SAMUEL AROKOYU

OFFICER IN CHARGE

DIRECTOR, (CORMDS)

OUR ERROR
KALABARI MONARCH
PROMISES MICROBIOLOGY

CHAIR

Contrary to a report in our last edition
of UniPort Weekly, the Kalabari
Muonarch, King Theophilus Princewill,
pledged support for the Rex Lawson
and Harcourt Whyte Chairs, including
endowment of a Professorial Chair in
Microbiology and not in Biochemistry
as we erroneously reported. The error is

highly regretted.




UniRnt UgebQEL/ WISEcrack

If you did not want a secret to get out, there was
Val. 15. No. 10 Septomber 23 - September 32093 1SNV TR only one rule: Tell it to nobody
o fnformaiion and Enlightenment  woane pniport. e, ng C r'y
A FI.IHI:1|II;II1 uFl:hr.In‘urrrul:un Publications and Ful:ln; Retaticers Unit, University of Por Harcour, Nigeria b;‘iLh[;‘;N R[TSHDIE

ELTAN National Conference

nglish Language Teachers Association of Nigeria
(ELTAN) held its 7'" National
Conference/Workshop at University of Port
Harcourt, Tuesday, 3" and Wednesday, 4" September, 2013.
Our Correspondent, HUMPHREY OGU, captured

highlights of the event as shown in the pictures below.
Canvemer af thie Confereace aud Dean, Faculty of Hwmarines,
Prof Oce-mekurt Natmele, weleowming puests

Reproventative af Vo, Prof Jeceph Affenka, DV-C (RED), i, Prof Willie Abbey and rexerrces persmrs
Praf Bene Willie Abbey, declaring ke event open at the Conference

L a8 I ] ¥ il
Frof (hagburnage, respording fv guesiions Frof thuedara Chgmmdipe,
after deiivering thee Keymote Address speaking of the conference
Charsia bebsr

[Thams:
AT SYNOCI L. LINKING LANGUALE,
1 ¢ N0 TGACEIR BIVILAFMINT
T4 HICIRIA.

A eroy section af Local ﬂmnumg Commitres members Profs Noimele, (hak, Willie Abbey and

W Jowes Apwws, after dee apering ceremony
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