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5 purt of efforts aimed of commemarating the historic ['rrlli,'nqr:r ol Fort

Harcourt attaining 100 years since its establishment by the British Colonial

Government in August 1913, Mr Tam Fiofori and the South-Souwth Zone of
Federal the Radio Carporation of Nigeria (FRCN) in collaboration with Treasure FM,
Port Harcourt, is producing a thirty-minote Radio Documentary programme that
would trace the history, development and promising future of Port Harcourt as the
undisputed capital of the South-South region of the country, reports Mercy Adendfi.
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Encomiums, As UniPort

Hosts ITF Regional Meeting

By (hikor Samuel

iee-Chancellor, Professor
Joseph Ajienka., has
charged the Industrial

Training Fund (ITF) to keep up the
good work of exposing students to
the acquisition of practical
knowledze through the Student
Industrial Work Experience
Scheme (SIWES) to complement
classroom activities and better
equip them in their various fields of
study.

Professor Ajienka, who gave the
charge when he received a
delegation of the participating
institutions in his office,
penultimate Thursday, said the
scheme offers students a rare
opportunity to get hands-on
training which would prepare them
for the industry on graduation. He
apologized for the disruption of the
concluding part of the
Oricntation/Industrial Relations
day by protesting students ai the
Convocation Arena last April,

blaming it on a communication gap
that would not be allowed to happen
again.

Earlier, Leader of the delegation
and ITF Area Manager for the Port
Harcourt office, Mr Abdul-Rasaq
Adeniran, said the meeting which
pulled together officers from
participating institutions in Bayelsa
and Hivers States was aimed at
charting a way forward for the
scheme to achieve its operational
ohjectives.
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neoneeivable! lnerediblel! Ingeniousl! Our

President is finally Mowing with the current of

publie spinlon at last. Mr. President ks not clucless
and berefl of good ideas as his opponents teaded o
partray him in the court of pablic opinion after all? Just
call it what you will; Village Assembly or Town Hall
Meeling, Soversign National Conference, National
Dialogue, Conference of Ethnic Nationalities of Peoples”
Hepresentatives or a deceptive Talk-shop of the Elite
Class: il does not matter. What matters is that 11 wise
mien and twa wamen have beem inangurated to fertilize
the ground foer what President CGroodluck Jonathan calls
Mutional Dinlopue, What is in 0 nome vou may ask those
splitting halr over the appropriate mame for the eagerly
anticipated handshake across the lsles?
Conceptually, the demand For National Conferences
across West and Central Afrlea gathered momentum in
the 19%s, when self-Magellating dictators privatized the
State and made themselves loards of the political estate tn
thie exelusion of the pesple they were supsosed Lo serve.
Identity pssertion  manifested in refreat te ethnic
cocoons with the proliferation of village assockations,
lown  umions, social
clubs, ald boys'girks
associations amd
secrel societies,
smamngst athers, asan
eipression of
corperale socio-
palitical identity or
survival instinei.
Im Africa, the State is
oppressive and
vialenl lo the care.
When African rulers
agree to allow  the
people the plensare
of a Mational
Conlerence, they are
only concerned with
how o return to State
authority as an exit
aptiom; while
marginalized ethnle
groups and
progressive clements
see such Mational
congregations as poasille end of the State. The demand
hy the masses for cconomic inclusion and the elite class
lor political participation resalted in multiparty systems
in most diciatorial African Stotes, such ns Camerson,
Toge, Bemin Republic, Central Africam Republie,
Migeria, faire, fimbalwe, Rwanda, Lesotha, Cabon,
Congo and Chad. You are free to clongate the list.
We don't all have to agree om the nomenclature, but
there is a peneral choras of agreement that the National
Dialogme called by President Jonathan approximaies
what Francophome Alricans call a "second
independence.” The Disloguwe would enable us (the
trfiekawas) to finally seek Incorporation into the national
muainslrean without begging to be admitted by the

President Jonathan
National Dialogue an
imauguration of the panel in Abuja

WALORBIA. After all, demacracy thrives on strict
adherence to the rule of law, accountability,
transparency amd respect for culiural amd ethmic
diversity.

But, come to think of it what level and manner of
represenfation are we pxpecting to have st Mr
President's National Dialogue? Especially in a country
where authoritarian comstraints are imposed on the
people by their self-serving and hegemonic elite closses.
™ i il y shoild blame Uncle Bola Tinubu for wonder [T
why Mr. President is suddenly inlerested in a national
talk-shop in the first place, Tinubu wants a Conference
of ethnle natlonalities, while some respondents want a
full-hlawn Sovereipm MNationnl Conference. Mr
President chose his words very carefully; he must be a
o0l student of Africa's ml so palatable romance with
the toxic nine letter word—"Sovereign.” Let us ok ut
some cxamples: ordinary people In parts of Africa
bestirted  themselves (o challenge awlocratic role
fallawing independence snd refusal of the mew rolers to
continue  speaking the same democratie firehrand
language they speke against colonial rule.

The resultant cffeet was the demand for Sovereipn
Matlonal Conferences or *National Dialogue™ {excuse
me Mr. President). The ambiguity of the terms of
reference for the just- ingururated Committee shiws

Asks Williams Wodi

haw impossible it would prove to mavigate this ship.,

For expositional convenience, there s no agrecment on
the mumber of ethmic groups in Niperia that wonld be
eligible to attend the propased Dialogue, Will my village
Rumuigha be represemied st the table? What is now
ohyvious §s that the elite class are bent on usimg the
Matenal Conference to subvert the genuine demand of
the peaple for democratic referms through a Sovercipn
Mational Conferemee (SNC), The Mational Dialegue
proposed by President Jonathan on October 1, 2013, s
understundably  being  trested  with  contempt  and
derisiom in some discerning quarters; while
Lrovernment is saving tsere & "nd ao-go areas™ al the
same time as it is announcing that the sovercignty of
Migeria ks mon-negotiable. Some roads already have the
“diversion™ sign. Anyway, doubbespenk is an accepted
bexicom of African political discourse.

Let ws look back on how the SNC evolved in some
Alrican conniries in the 1%90s. Mathivs Kerckon was

.'suref.u.ru o the Government aof the Fede, r:errrm{'i‘f-H inum Pius -imm (Barck Fow right), afier

caompelled to end power monopoly and conveme a
Mational Conference against opposition from his own
inmer cabinet, When it opened shop in February, 1990,
delegates declared the Conference sovereign! It was foo
Inte for Kerekow to force back the gin into the bottle. The
Mational Conference promptly transformed into the
Benin Matisnal Assembly, annulled the ald constitetion
wnd elected s Prime Ninister, Nicephore Soghe, who
defeated Kerekou in the Presidential clection that
Tollowed the Conference.

l:'uTw YVerde wnder President Aristide Pereira, who
fought alomgside the legendary Amdlcar Cabral for the
independence of Goinea Bissau in 1950, went the same
wiay af demaoeratic redemption. A naminally  goeod
reflormer; Fereira imitated a comstitutional reform in
1990, which culminated in a multiparty system in 19%1.
Aristide was, however, defeated in the Presidential poll
by Carlos Veige with assistance from citisems living
whrend—especinlly in the Boston aren of America,

In MNiger Republic, Sevni Rountche made cosmetic
comcessions o pacily rampaging democralic Torces,
which compelled him to initiate a controlled civil rule
programme in 1983, A “Nathonal Charter™ set out to
determine the pround rules for 8 new constitation, from
which the agency for demoeratization emerged like a
sphiny in the form of a Natiomal Coeuncil Tor
Development with a draft constitution in 1987,
Kaountche died in Movember 1987 and was replaced by
Ali Saibou, who pretended o love democracy more Can
the Grecks.

Sathou kgnored the peoples' agitation for an SNC.
Urdinary Nigeriens ruised the money themselves n
comtinge the Conference when Govermment oot off
Tumds obvisusly to frostrate the talk-shop. The
Conference which began on July 29, 1YWL, prompily
declared iiself sovercign, insisting that its decisions
wortildl be the supreme aw of the land, 10 deposed the
head of the Army, thes rendering President Saibow o
palitical vegetable by dissslving his Government, with
Directors=-Creneral dicectly reporting to the Conlerence.

Interim  Prime ister, Cheillon Amadew became
President follow mgnguntrul election,

Kenneth Kaunda's pre-emptive strategy to redain power
in copper-rich Lambin also backlired as he grudygingly
concedetl tn the popular demand for a referendom in
May, 1990, The apposition led by Frederick Chiluba
ddefeated the old fox with 76 per cent of the vote, Kaanda
was forcefully retired from politics,

Didier Hatsiraka faced rebellion from the Malagasy
aopposition comlition under Farce Frees, which insisted on
a Mational Conference, The coalition later annulled the
sham election of 198% im 1991 It sel up a provisional
pavernment with retired General Jenn Rokotoharison
as President. In the election of 1993, Albert Eafy
defeaied Hatsiraka with a 67 per cent majority. Mali's
demaeratic forces marched against Mawsa Traore, who
was arrested by Lt Col. Amadou Trasre., Amadon
initinted » national Conference that mid-wifed the
electlon of April 12 and 26, 1992 with Alpha Konare
emerging as President. In (abom, the bogus (haar
Bongo thrived om superficial pretence to reforms,
Sensing the groundswell of opposition fo his autocratie
rule, he quoickly
convensd a Mational
Conlerence in March,
1990, which promptly
legislated a
multiparty system. I
unfortunstely did not
whittle down Bonga's
aAwesime pPpOWErs.
Fuul Bivw, like Rohert
Mugahbe of
Limbabwe, is sgill
presiding over  his
self-extinetion in
Camernan.

President MNyasimgbe
Evadema of Togo,
whoe was wsed to
revelling In
munufactured
adulwtion, was ferced
toacoede toa Matiomal
Conference tha
began in July, 1994,
Evadema was rafiled
by ithe wnsccwstomed criticism and  frecdom  that
transpined on the foor of the Conference. He annulled
the Comference on Aogest Db, 1990 by Presidential
decres, which delepgates ignored and gave Toge o new
constitution, They elected a Prinve Minister and set up a
Supreme Republican Council to run the government ina
transitional phase. Cliiming a sore threar, Eyadema
excused himself from the closing ceremony of the
Conferenceon August 28, 19%].

Kenya, Camerson, Ghana, Ivery Coast, Burkina Fasa,
hadd similar democratic stillbirths as Togo. The case of
Miperin is toa well-known te be rehashed here, Shounld
President Jonathan be weary of the Ides of Natlonal
Dinlogue? Professor Ben MNwabwere's withdrwwal From
the preparatery Commities is an aminous sipn af what is
to conse. There is a rising tide of public indignation on
the direction of the couwntry and this National
Conference will do nothing to dowse the tension in the
alir. ¥We are still a democracy without democrats as they
say in this country. This hastilyv-conceived Nationa]
Dialogue could cither make ws a bebter version of
vurselves or blow ap in our Toes with ils roins as a
manument to how not to baild o nation, Welcome to the
Malogue tolks?
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Receiving the team in his office, last Thorsday, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka said, “Ars is
one thing I take very serionsly. I thought we should
by now bee having a Garden City Photos, We are info
partnership Trend Television to establish a Film
School in the University, We have a building in the
old administrative block that would not enly house
Writers-in-Residence, but alse Artist-in-Residence
in an enabling environment to practice their trade.
Professor Ajienka, who thanked the team for the
visit, expressed optimism that the partnership
wntild continue,

“We can work together in terms of developing Radio
Programme, There is so much to do gnd we do not
want to be leaving in isolation; we want to cultivate a
svmbiotic relationship with the larger society as a
way of making our impact felt™, the Vice-Chancellor
disclosed,

Also speaking, initiator and Project Consaltant, Mr.
Finfori said: “We have come to pay a courtesy visit
on Management of the University of Port Harcourt,
because we believe that the University has been over
the vears a very important stakeholder in the
various segments we want to cover which include:
History and Geography, Transport, Sports, Arts
and Culfure, Oil and Gas and also Business and
Commerce.

“We admire the fact that the University hias been
producing First Class manpower in the Oil and Gas
industry. The University of Port Harcourt through
the theatre programme has produced a lot of actors
and actresses for the Nigerian home video industry,
known as Noflpwood. We also acknowledge the fact
that the University has a thriving Arts Village and 2
vihrant theatre life that dated back to the days of
late {Ma Rotimi. The entrepreneurial vision of the
present sdministration is in top gear, We have come
to appreciate the University, with a view to
partnering it to achieve our lofty goal of
transforming Port Harcourt into the undisputed
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Fiofori, FRCN To Partner UniPort On Documentary Series

Dateline

V-C, Prof Ajienka fsecond right) flanked by Dr Okofu (right), Fiofori and Prof Agberia (left)

entertaimment capital of Nigeria and West Africa.”.
Mr Fiofori said, expressing gratitude to
Management for the assuramce to partner his
organization on the project.

Mr Fiofori, who is an accomplished Film Maker and
Photographer, disclosed ithai the radio
documentary series wounld examine specific sectors
of development of the Garden City over a period of
100 years, “This project we are working is titled:
“Port Harcourt at 1007, Port Harcourt became 104
on August 30° this vear, so FRON South-South zone
and I are working on this important project.”

Also speaking, Tasklorce Chairman, Mr Anthony
Okofu said the Radio documentary series is
targeted at over 80 million listeners across the socio-
cultural, political and economic groups in Nigeria,

stating that the project would run 13 episodes,
“In addition to the documentary series, a

companion book of the same title Port Harcourt at
1007 will be published. The book will contain full
length interviews with participants, stakeholders
in the Radio series, visual photographs, as well as
advertisement and other relevant information,
because you cannot celechrate Port Harcourt
without the past leaders and foot soldiers, whao
made the strategic city what it has turned out to
be™.

In a sideline interview, Occupant of the Prince (Dr)
Yemisi Adedoyin Shyllon Chair in Fine Arts amd
Design, Professor John Agberia said: *We are
going to work in the arca of child development in
Fine Art, Textile and printed materials in the Niger
Irelta im the Arts and we would alse bring in other
specinlists to ensure that this programme is
achieved to specification as envisaged by the
organizers.”

10 Athietes’ Hostel

By Eihel Timii-Johnson

L] |m-|'l of personal efforts aimed at
hoosting morale of athletes, the
Registrar, Mrs Matilda Noodim, has

donated four split units of half horse power Air
Conditioners to the common reom in the athletes
hostel, in the Sports Village, University Park.
Briefing L'miPore Weekly on the donation last
Tuesday, Mrs Nnodim said that she was
prompied to make the donation based on the
outstanding achievements recorded by the
athleies at successive competitions, starting with
the Nigerian Universities Games Association
(NUGA)Y in 2004, “These athletes hawve
conszistently made the University proud and so I
thought it befiiting to make their common room
very ooy and comfortable for relaxation. There
is a Hall of Fame chronicling the hisiory of
sporting participation and victories. It's a
beautiful sight to behold®, she added, promising
to continue support for Team LniPort to the best
of her ability.

Stressing that she was personally mativated to
make the common room which has been

designated as a place of relaxation more
comfortable for the all conguering team, the

RAFTH

Registrar Donates Air Conditioners

Mrs Nuodim, Regivtrar .

Registrar called on public spirited individuals
and organizations to contribute o lifting the

standard of the hosiel through donations of
furniture and other gift items as a way of
encouraging the Team ito even greater
victories in future competitions. “These
athletes work hard in hetween lectures and
praclice—a no mean feat for even the most
brilliant students anyvwhere in the world. 1
want to encourage people who have a similar
passion for Team UniPort to support the
athletes to confinue to give of their very best. 1
can attest that items donated would be used
judiciously and not be vandalized, because 1
can readily vouch for the discipline and great
maintenance culture of the Sports
Management Committee under the capable
leadership of Professor Mark Anikpo,
Professor Matthew Wegwu and the Director
of Sports, Dr Ken Anogweje, amongst others,
The athletes are students of integrity and good

character on and off the pitch™, Mrs Noodim

remarked.

Commending the efforts of the Director of
Sports, Dr ken Anugweje, she noted that a
oreater part of the sporting victories recorded
s0 far could be attributed to his antiring effort
at grooming the athletes and the high level of
discipline that he has instilled in the Team.
“The level of maturity and discipline these
athletes exhibit during outings make other
universities go green with envy and the
happiest part is that thev alse emerge
victorious in the end™, she added.
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he University of Port Harcourt Branch of

the Senlor Staff Association of Nigerian

University (SSANL)Y has commended
Management of the University for clearing the
outstanding salaries owed non-teaching stall by
the Federal Government.,
Chairman of the branch, Mr Bikume Syder made
the commendation in an interview with Uniport
Weekly. last Toesday, stating that “there is
excitement on Campus over the development,
becanse families were kept in serious suspense
while the situation lasted. So, when the Aongust and
September salaries were paid, we all heaved a big
sigh of relief.
“As a Union, we greatly appreciate the positive
steps taken by Management in ensuring thai
waorkers were paid their due entitlements, because
we were alse aware that the Federal Government
had not fulfilled ifts statutory obligations to
Nigerlan Universities, resulting in the declaration
ol a strike action by our National Secretariat, We
are indeed appreciative of the Joint Action
Committee (JAC), which comprises SSANL,
National Association of Academic Technologists
(MAAT) and Non-Academie 5taff Union of
Educational and Associated Institutions (MNASL).
I want to, on behalf of these three Unions nnder
whose auspices the agltation for payment of
salaries was made, sny a big thank you to
Management of the University under the capable
leadership of the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Joseph Ajienka™.
The Chairman disclosed that the relationship
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SSANU Lauds Mgt
On Salaries

By Mercy Adeniji
between Management and the Unions has been
very cordial, promising that it would be
maximized (o the fullest for industrial peace on
Campus,

On Earned Allowances, Mr Syder disclosed that
the 2009 Apreement on that component was
meant to better the lot of workers, whose

take home pay needs upgrading to enahle

them put in their very best and take care of

their families, The Chairman noted that the
Implementation Monetary Committee
(IMC) has taken a position that on or
before 217 October, 2003, Universitics
should dispense with the issue of Earned
Allwances as released by the Federal
Government. “As a branch, we are
appealing to our Management and the
Committee to expedite action on  the
contentivus Allowances before the stipulated
deadline, so that our University would not be
listed as one of those to be sanctioned by the
National Secretariat of SSANLL"

Mr Syder appealed to Government to release
Personnel Grant owed to the Universities for the

Mr Syder, SSANU Chairman
L=

manth of September, to make the issue of sirike a
thing of the past in the wniversity system. He,
however, warned that the UniFort branch of
SSANLU may be compelled to embark on a
solidarity strike with s members in other
universities if Government refuses to pay them
their salaries,

World Teachers' Day 2013

Wlther Nigerian Teachers?

As teachers the
ersin the

place af Nigerian Fl.-ﬂ'r.

I 1 is a common saying that "no nation can rise

ahove lis educational system’. It is In reallsation

of this self-evidemt truth that every nation
works hard to ensure that Its educational system
meets minimum global benchmarks. This, however,
can only be achieved throngh the collective efforts of
policymakers and teachers.
It is on the basis of the foregoing that the United
MNations Educational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) set aside 5" October every
VEAr @5 0 1||.|:|.' to mark YWorld Teachers
Dav. This is marked alongsi
de ilx pariners, including th e
International  Labour g
wmization (1LO),
United Nations
Developmemnt
Programme (UNDP),

United Mhations
Children Fund
(UNICEF)

amd
Education s
Internation
al

TUMPHREY (NG U examines the

ity af nations

“A Call for Teachers!™ is the theme of the 2003
World Teachers® Day.

“Since teachers are the most powerful foree for
equity, aceess and quality education, a eall Tor
teachers means calling for quality edueation for
all.” That was how UNESCO explained the theme in
@ iessage o s websile

“Quality education affers hope and the promise of a
better standard of living. There is mo stranger
foundation for lastimg peace and suostainable
development than a quality education provided by
well trained, valued, supported and motivated
teachers,” the statement added.

In the words of UNESCO Birecter-General, Irina
Bokova: “Teachers' professional knowledge and
skills are the most important focter for quality
edication. This World Teachers' Day, we call for
teachers o recelve sironger training wpfront and
continual professional development and suppor..*
Is the Nigerian teacher part of the world teachers

‘:h‘ talked abowt in the above quotes? The answer to the

qutstmn is obvious, But it is difficult tw
understand how the stakeholders im the
sector have worked towards actualisation

of the vision of the UNESCO, As at the
4 time of filing this report, there were

Uy outcrics over  very poar
teaching ‘and learning
situation int h c

L countr d/¥. Some
teachers

4 ‘g{u r £

7 currently on

sirike, while

aothers are

threatening to go on

B sirike,
" A few days ago, the

umbrella body of teachers at the primary and
secondary levels of education—ithe Nigerian Union
of Teachers (NUT) threatened to embark on a
solidarity strike with the Academic Staff Unlon of
Universities {(ASUU), which has been on industrial
action for three months now, Thelr counterparts in
the polytechnics have also downed tools,

The problems of the Nigerian teachers range from
poor condition of service to the presence of semi-
literate personnel masquerading as teachers in the
classrooms of various institutions of learning across
the length and breadth of the country. Worried by
this sitwation, Governor Adams Oshiomhole of Edo
State personally assessed teachers' competence in
his State. And to the utter amazement of all, an
illiterate woman was shown to the world in what
seemed like a farce; but it was a very serions matter,
That was just ane case!

Swrprisingly, while s0 many voung praduates with
the requisite teaching qualifications are walking the
streets in search of jobs, the story elsewhere is that
the educational system is crying for more hands in
1hrl|,'|.|.|.'l1ir|g||rnl'rwil||1.

Why ucall for teachers? This is o question asked by
UNMESCEY, and the answer? *I1 is because there is a
hope shortage of |pr|'|l't'wim1ul, well<trpined and
well-supported teachers o achieve belter guality
education. The challenge of recruiting teachers does
not lie just in the numbers, but in the provisien of
quality feachers. Far too often, teachers remain
1II1I|I.“'I'—|,||III|IrH| |1-u-url'| puulznd with low sintus ina
sociely where politicians are Kinpgs” That was
UNESCOY s answer toils awn questinn.

“At UNESCO hesdguarters in Paris, the Focus af
the 2003 World Teachers' Day celebration an 4
October will be on lackling the teacher gap, barriers
to better quality education and teachers” role in
developing globally=minded citizens,” the UNESCO
message ad ded.

Ome anly hopes that Nigerian teachers are part of
world teachers being referred to in the UNESCO
reporlt. Ome also hopes that the Teachers
Reglstration Council of Migerka (TRCN). Minkstries
of Edvcation and other stakeholders would heed
UNESCOYs clarion call for qualified, service-
orlented professional teachers to save our
educational system.
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i part ol elforts aimed al expanding the eperations

atrides al the Cladys Cookey fntermational Dayeare

wd  Nursery Scloed, the University of Port
Hareourt Wamen Association (UPWA), has laid the
Teundation stone Tor a twe-storey multi-purpose all with
provision for ofice spaces, primary school, aeditoriom
w3 ¢ fercenire, pst ther Facilitics.
Performing the Turning of Sod ceremony, last Friday at
the project site imside the school premises along Aluw
Drive, University Park. Vice-Chamcellor, Frolessor
Joseph Ajienkn, commended the Associntinn for initinting
the lawdable project, which he said would cxpand ithe
scope of sctivities of the Centre and add to the aesthetics of
the University. [Msclosing that a Children's Fark would
snon be commissioned fo serve as o recrentional cenire,
Professor Ajienkn expressed pratitode to UPWA for jifs
mRime ros coniributions towards the growih of the Schiool
in particular and the University generally.
The Vice-UChancellar colled for a fanctionn] partnership
between the Faculty of Education and the School fo
enhamce service deliv ery im lime with the Ity dream of th
Tsunding fathers in establishing the schosl. “Bet ws all join
hund to ensure the speedy completion of the project so that
vou will be prowd to show ofT an cdifice that was barne out
of the collective efforts of members in future™, he advised
the Association.
UPWA President, Mrs, Mercy Ajicnka, who disclosed that
the proposed mult purpose hall was part of plans o
Incarporate Montessorl training Into the Schaol's
curriculum, saidl that when completed. the hall would alse
provide office spaces for teaching stuffand a standard holl
for social and academic sctivities,
“The multiparpase hall would provide accommadation to
el the growing numlser of children seeking sdmission
inte the School, which now offers quality edecation
children of staff and other clicnts, It would alse provide
facilities that would boast extracurricular activities™, she
said, disclosing that & Primary School section had been
wiided o the Schonl to cater for the prowing needs of
schinal ape children in the neighbanrhond,
Aldso speaking, Secretary of the Association, Mrs, Caroline
Mmabwe, thanked Management of the University lor
supporting the activities of the Asencintion, dischosing thot
a formal lnunching of the mulii-milliecn nairs project
would hold in December. She urged public-spirited
imdividuals, organizations and government (o donate
penermusly towsrds the speedy completion of the project.
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By Ethel Timi-Jofinson
The Contractor homdling the project, Mr. Hyoacinth
Mmecha of Mprech Clabal Trvestmens Resonrces Niperio
Limilted, promised to deliver the exaet prototype of the

V-, Prof Ajienka (right) Iu_uug :'J'ur_ﬂmirn!'unrm stoure, while UPWA members and Senior Officers of the .
University watch on, Tnset; UPWA EXOO ared VoC foentre)

CampusMetm

lniu

bwilding, adding that he shared UPWA's vision of
providing quality Montessori edwcation fo Nigerian
voulhs, He assured the Associalion of judicious wse of
available resources to emsure timely completion  and
delivery of the project,

UDSS Teachers

1- 5 a way of sharpening staff skills ta impact
aplimally on students who recently resumed
for the 2003/14 session, Management of the

University Demonstration Secondary School (UDSS)

in concert with the Centre for Teacher Education and

Im=Service Truining (CTEIT) mounted a two=duay

training workshop for teaching staff of UDSS,

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the training

exercise which held penultimate weekend at the new

."l.'lullipuq'um Haull of the Scheel, Dean, Facalty of

Education, Professor Ebi Bio Awotua-Efelor, who said

that the world is fast evolving with new technologies

that aid teaching and learning, affirmed that:

By Orikor Samuel
“Students today have aceess to information more than
mast of their teachers. They get these pieces of
information through the Internel, television and ather
new techmologies,” expressing hope that the training
would affer the teachers a rare opportunity to refresh
sl lenrn new I!l..-:lr;hirlg mqtlmﬂ.ulngid:u.
The Dean, who declared the Workshop apen, praised
the Principal, Mr Ogechi Anele for initiating
progressive measures aimed at restoring UDSS o s
former pride of place amongst Secondary Schools in
the country, deseribing him as a diligent

Participants af the workshop, fnser: Dean, Education, Prof Aworma-Efebo,
Principal, Mr Anele {5 and £° from right) and athers

administrator, who is determined to leave a good
legacy in the Schoal.

In her speech, Acting Director of the Centre, Dr
Ablodun Ogunkunle, who was represented by Dr John
Dike, recalled that UDSS is the first beneficiary of
netivities of CTEIT, believing that the workshop would
contribute to the intellectual development of
participants. The Director expressed satlsfaction with
the collaboration, advising the trainees to fully ntilize
what they lewrnt st the Warkshop in the clissraams.
Earlier in his address, the Principal, Mr Ogechi, said
thai the training was intended to expose both new and
old teaching stafl of the School to latest teaching
technigques, “When | assumed office, T found out that
there were defliciencies in presentation, evaluation and
methodalogy of lesson notes of some teachers. It was an
that basis that | requested the Board of Governors to
upprove the training to enable all the teachers perfarm
wplimally in the line ol duts.” the Principal said.

Mr Ogechi, who was highly delighted for the
realisation of the workshop, expressed gratitude to
God and the Board for working closcly with the
idministration of the Scheel.

Goodwill messages were presented by the Associate
Drean, Faculty of Education, Professor Chinenyerem
Madumere-Ohike, Professor Dledimma Mwanna-
Mzewunwa, Drs Morofu Oyebamiji and Nkechi
Abraham, while Drs Ceecilla Okoro, Gospel Kpee,
Abdulrahman Yusal presented toplcs on
*Interpretation af the School Curriculion in Secondary
Schools, Schoel-Based Assessaremt in Secondary
Schools, Effective Classropm Management in
Secondary Schools, Using ICT to facilivate Record
Keeping in Secondary School, Inrovative Practices in
Teaching Secondary School Subjects and Proctical
Demonstrations of Innovative Practices for Teacking,
amongst other topies.
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“We rofate our mectings among partil.'ipulir:g
institutions in Rivers and Bayelsa States and it is the
turn of University of Fort Harcourt o host os, We
are grateful for the warm reception abways accorded
us each time we visit this great University, UniPort, 1
must continue to say, is a place to be, There is no time
that we come here without heing warmly received
amd it is to the credit of the Vice-Chaneellor, who by
his background as a Petroleum Engineer, values
what we are doing at SIWES,” the Port Harcourt
Area Manager sald, wrging Management of the
University to sustain the cordial relationship for the
overall good of the students and sochety.

Also speaking, Director of SIWES Unit, Professor
Regina Ogall, who ks alse an Internal Member of the
Governing Couneil of the University of Fort
Harcourt, stressed the importance of the meeting to
the activities of 531V ES in the coming vear, Professar
Crali, wha nlso thanked the Vice-Chancellor Tor his
support, reiterabed the Unit's commitment (o ensure
that students make judiciows use of the scheme.
Oiher SIWES alficers who were part ol ifhe
delegation included: Idonpgesit Akpan (Area
Manager, Yenagoa), Emmanuel Isiwa (Head of
Training, I'TF, Port Harcourt), Mrs Gloria Abeki
{Head of Training, ITF, Yenagoal, Fomark Kaatpo
(Head of Finance and Account, Fort Harcourt),
Chijioke lkenwa (Head of Finance and Account,
Yenagoa), samucl Emovwerha (SIWES Accountant,
Yenagoea), Dr Chinogorm Chuka (SIWES Director,
RIVCAS), Zuokemefa Patlence (Head SI'WES,
Bayelsa College Arts Science, Yenagoa), Adesina

PAGE 6

Encomiums, As UniPort Hosts ITF Regional Meeting

CampusLink

Profs Longmas Wapmuk, ITF IN: and Regina Ogali, SIWES Divector, UnilPort

CHulunmilayoe (Ag. S1WES Director, lgnatios Ajuru
University of Education, Port Hareourt), Evangel

Augustine (SIWES I¥irector, Riv Foly )y and Joseph
Kidi (SI'WES affices, Iti“'l:ll_\- I.

Writers, Critics Pay Tribute to Awoonor

Kofi Aweonor was a leading African writer and poet of Ghanalan origin, whose life was cut short

by Istamic mifitants at a shopping mall in Nairobi, Kenya, last September. How do the UniPort
Literati perceive the demise of this great writer? asks HUMPHREY O0GL

he name Kafi Awosnor means different things

to differemt people. To the University of Port

Harcourt community, it Is one name that has a
pride of place in the literary annals of the University.
This is because the remowned poet was among
distinguished writers that graced the maiden edition
of Garden Cit ternry Festival (GLOCF) co-hasted by
the institation in September 2008, Other guests at that
edition of the Gestival incladed Nobel Lasreate,
Professar Wole Sovinka, Elechi Amadi, (bkey Ndibe,
amongst others,
It was during that visit (o the University thot most
Nigerians met him in person for the first time and
prolmabdy the last time. OF Course, they have been
encountering him in navels and poctry on the review
pages for several decades before that September. The

"7

Gihunnimn-horn novelist wos on what looked like o
similar trip to Nairehi Kenya, last September, when he
met his untimely death in the hands of Islamic
fundamentalists known as A Shoohe. That was six
Septembers later!

Dir Gabriel Cdkara is the obdest living African Writer
toglav. Deseribing Awsonor as an ontstanding writer
and poet from Ghana, whom he first met during a
literary conference at the Tmous Taj Waha! Hotel in
New Delhi, Indis, Odkara recalls: “Awoonsr was
instrumental to my becoming a member of the Pan
Alrican Writers Association (PAWA) based in
Ghana,”

Okara, wha is a Writer-in-Hesidence in the Universiny,
nidtes that “althouph Awoaner's death will not take
away anything from the growth of African literature,

R-L: Drs Qkara, Amadi and Prof Maduka

e will comtinue to remain a reference peint; e will
always remain a role model to up-and-coming writers
ek il in Ghana, ol also in the whole of Africa.”
Anather Writer-in-Residence in the University and o
frontlime novelist and playwright, Dr Elechi Amadi
abserves: "(Mwiously, he was one of the pioneers of
African literature; there Is no doubt abouwt that. 1
didhn't know him intimately, bot 1 have read him—I1
have read Thiv Earth, My Brother | have also tanght it
at the degree level and 1 fimd the book very fascinating,
It is & book structured in a very unusual way, bul very
fscimating. He was 8 very prent contribofor o
African literature. His death was a terrible fragedy
waorsened by the circomstances in which he diesl.™
Chidi Maduka is a Professor of Comparative
Literature amd & notable eritle of Afelean literatare.
He says of the literary sunsetin Africa: *Kofi Avwosnor
was a great cultural natienalist, who wanted to
recover the essence of Alrican caliure, which was
mutilated by Ewropenn colonialisis,” citing  his
caploits in Ewe oral poetry, “He was a great prose-
poct, although this has not been Tully explored by
critics. (hher Africam writers in this category include
(et p'Bitek, Gabriel Okara, and Mazlsi Kunene,”
Maduka, who is also kmown as the meta-crific. nrges
yaunger writers to emulate Awoonor, especially in the
area of inTusing oral technigwes in their works.

I (M Ciomba is o Lecturer in the Department of
English Stwdies and a rising star in the African literary
firmameni, whose latest poetry volume is on ithe
shortlist of the Migerinn Ligueficd Natural Gas
(NLMG) Prize for Literature and the Assockation of
Migerian Awthors Priee for Poctry. “In his modesty,
Kofi Awaonor is a lanip to the world. | speak in present
tense, becanse those who have Killed his flesh eammot
exlingmisch his lnmpe. His ideas will ontlive the mollabs
of terron™ e says,

O persenal level, D lirst encountered the Awosmoer in
his poem, “Sonps of Sormow™, which was in the
Literature-in-English syllabus of the West African
Examinations Council's Senior School Certificate
Examinntion, when [ took the examination. | drew o
lat of Inspiration from that very pocm. It was only at
the maiden edition of GULF in Seplember 2INE, that |
met him in person in the University of Port Harcowrt.
A the great poet takes his exit from the stage. we can
anly tuke soluce in the fuct that: = The Firewood of this
world is for only those whe can fake heart...” as
Awoonor says in “Sengy of Sorrow®™. So, let's take
hewrt! Adiew, preat hord!
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APPOINTMENT

Professor Edith Elenwo, Department of Plant Science
& Biotechnology, Faculty of Biological Sciences,
reappointed Director, Cenire for Bioresources
Development and Conservation. The re-appointment
is for two years and terminates on 3™ August, 2015.

STUDY LEAVE

Mrs Ifeoma Asianuba, Department of Electrical &
Computer Engineering, granted Extension of Study
Leave with pay for another year.

Mr. Edward Membere, Department of Environmental
Engineering, Faculty of Infrastructure Systems
Engineering, granted Change of Study Leave

Commencement Date to enable him pursue a post-
doctoral degree at the Neweastle University, Upon-
Tyne, United Kingdom, effective September 2013 to
August, 2016,

REVIEW OF STATUS

Mr Diepirive Okujagu, Department of Geology,
Faculty of Physical & Information Technology,
College of Natural and Applied Sciences, promoted
Assistant Lecturer, effective 27" July, 2011, This
supersedes our earlier publication.

STOP PRESS
SECOND REGISTRY
DAY CELEBRATION

The second Registry Day holds on Tuesday, 29"
October, 2013 with a Keyvnote Address on The 217
Century Registry in an Emergent Economy: Challenges
and Prospects to be delivered by Mr Shodimu (Muwa-
Rotimi, retired Registrar of University of Lagos. A
Thanksgiving Service will hold on Sunday, 27"
October, 20013 at Chapel of The Annunciation,
Catholic Chaplaincy, University Park.

NewsXira

"'BRIEFS FROM OTHER VARSITIES L—

UNN HONOURS PIONEER SET
90 YEARS AFTER GRADURTION

ifty vears after their
graduation, the University of
Migeria, Nsukka, has rolled out

the drums to honour the 1963
class. Vice-Chancellor,
Bartho (dkolo, said that
the University is
celebrating the
pioneering set
hecause it earned its
reputation for
excellence based omn
their performance on
eraduation, adding that
the Golden Jubilee
celebration
was part of
activities to
mark the 53"
Founders'
Day. Records
show that
1500 persons
sraduvated
from the
University in 1963, UNN was the first
full-fledged wholly indigenous
university in Nigeria, founded by the
legendry Dir Nnamdi Azikivwe,

COVENANT, UNIVERSITY OF
JO'BURG PARTNER ON
RESEARCH

avenant University (CU) and
the University of
Johannesbure are seeking

plaiforms to establish research
collaboration.

This was the high point of a meeting
between a 13-man delegation (rom the
University of Johannesburg led by the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor lhron
Rensburg and top Management of
Covenant University.

wi
—
—

Nyesom Wike
Ag Minister of Education

P s e e e L |

CU Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Charles Ayo, said that the University is
desirous of proffering solutions o
certain issues that have plagued
Nigeria and the black man.

NUC SET TO TIDY WARSITY
SYSTEM

he Executive Secretary
of the MNational
Universities

Commission (NUC), Professor
Julins Okojie, has said that the
Commission is set to tidy the
university system to enable it
stand the test of time.

Okojie, made the assertion
while declaring open the
Nigeria University
Moctorate Award
5 ¢ h e m e
(MUDTAS) in
Abuja. He noted
that there is still
hope for the system
despite the various
challenges
plaguing the
education sector,

WEBSTER VARSITY TO
COMMENCE ADMISSION 2014

ehster University, MNew

Acera, Ghana has been
approved by the Higher
Learning Centre (HLC) in the United
States to offer duwally aceredited
degrees for its graduates.
Following the approval by HLC,
Webster University graduates will
hold degrees that will be recognized in
both Ghana and US. In addition to its
Ghana and North America locations,
Webster Umniversity has traditional
residential campuses in Awustria, the
Netherlands, Switeerland, Thailand,
and the United Kingdom.

DATE TEMPERATURE HUMIDITY WIRD RAIM SUMRISE SUMMARY
Hi Lo (9¢) DIRECTION (rapak AND
[ 2C) SUNMSET
Lam) Ppad
SUNDAY, Ky 250 0 NE #8 o.18 6:19 | Thunderstorm predicted. Partly sunny and warm day
15 Sk, 15 forecasted.
MIONINAY . 32.0 24.0 73 N 16.5 6:17 6:18 | Thunderstorm expected. Mostly cloudy and warm
Lt day forecasted.
TUESDAY 320 24.0 B NE 17.8 6:17 6:18 | Strong thunderstorm expected. Mostly cloudy and
1F ML M warm dav forecasted.
WEDNESDAY | 31.0 23.0 . NE - 6:19 618 | Mostly cloudy and warm day expected.
i Chei 2003
THURSDAY 3.0 23.0 7 NE 5.6 6:17 6:17 | Isolated thunderstorm anticipated. Partly sunny and
1 cs, 2013 warm dav is expected.
FRIDAY, ] 3.0 11 N 4.1 0:17 6:17 | Thunderstorm expected early in the day. Partly
oy sunmy and warm day predicted.
SATURDAY 3.0 23.0 7 NE 54 6:17 6:17 | Isolated thunderstorm expected. Mostly cloudy and
e _warm day forecasted.
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26" Annual CON Confab

Curriculum Organisation of Nigeria (CON),
hosted its 26" Annual Conference in the
University on 18" September, 2013, Pictures
below as captured by MITCHELL EBI-
EKIYOR show scenes from the event.

Depuiy Fice-Chancellor {Admind, Prof Ethelbent Nolwko,
welcominy delegates durimy dhe courtesy visi
—
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D Abiadun Qgankunie af the Viee-Chancellor, Praf Jeseph w:rl.u'
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A erows secrlon of particlpans Kegmw uwntrr Prof | de'whm CON Prestdent, .F'mfFﬂr Groap Plrotograph of CON Delegares wivk
and miversity Lilrarion, Or Nwade starding for prayers Principal Qfficers of the Universine
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