Enenajor Gets IPPTO Patents Right With Mari-Marsh

cling Head, Department of Fine Arts and Design, DBr Marshall Encnajor, has

received the Intellectual Froperty and Technobegical Transfer Patent Right

to emable him invent his own marketable product, Speaking with LniPors

Weekly, last Wednesday, Director, Intellectual Property and Technolagy Transfer
Odffice (IPPTO), Professor Samuel Ibodje, said that a patent is a legal protection
given to an inventor of a product, so that other people cannot lay claim of the sole

| ownership, reports Mercy Adeniji. More on py 3
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titled: “Towards Optimal Managemeni:

primary functions of the university.™ said

By Mikor Samuel

“Uptlmal university management
could only be achieved when the
parameters of best practices are

adopted in the operations of the university

towards teaching, research and
community services, which are the

Mr OMuwarotimi Shodimu at the Second
Registry Day Celebration held last
Tuesday at the Ebitimi Banigo
Auditorium, University Park.

Shodimu, who was the immediate past
Registrar of the University of Lagos, made
the assertion while delivering a lecture

Challenges and Prospects of 21" Century

Registry,” stating that the lecture focused

on the need for the advancement of

knowledge through conscious cfforts of

University Managements with the Registry

as the arrowhead of implementation of
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Gains Of Multidisciplinary Research In Music

Recently, scholars from Universities of Cambridge, UK and California, Irvine, USA, were in the University to carry out research on West African
Highlife Music and alse initiate a mutually-beneficial parinership facilitated by the Rex Lawson Chair in Highlife Music. HUMPHREY OG U writes

on the significance of that visit.

i the wind ol
ghhalisation continaes te
blow across the world,

new ways of doing things keeps

emerging, For instance, before

now research was comeeived as a

{msk ome must accomplish and

publish with the sole aim of

carning promofion. This is Tast

hecoming antdated in the world

of teday, The mew catchphrase in

Migeria's avademia is: “research

and development™, in place of

“publish or perish.” This is aften

followed by the assertion that

rescarch shonld aim  tackling

liiiaian challeiges For the benelil

alsaciety.

Those whi fail ta flow with the

lide of globalisalion sllen wake

up tn n shocking renlity of not being relevant in the
madern day. Perhaps, it is in realisation of this that three
scholars left the comfort of their offices in highbrow
universities in the United States of America amd the
United hingdom and came bo Nigeria in pursuit of
knowledge for the benefit of hompmnity.

Prafessar Mark LeVine is of the Department of History,
University of Califermia, lrvine, USA. Unlike other
westerners, wha see Africa ns o continent peopled by the
less-privileged citizens that deserves nothing, but plty
and help, LeVine believe there B something to learn
from the continent, =1 caome here o learm, there is a lof
to bearn from Afrbca. There are many schalars in Africa,
wha are working on dilferent aspects of the subjects [am
absa interested in,” he said.

=Ir we are going (o keep moving in the production af
knowledge we meed to mave out of the boxes within, wod
the boxes are not just comcepiaal, theoretical and
disciplinary, butl are alse geegraphic,” LeVine stated,
stressing the need for interdisciplinary collnborations in
research across the continents,

Bryan Reynolds is Chancellor’s Professor in the
Department of Drama, alsa in the University of
Calilorabi. Corrobarating LeVine's position, Reviolds
emphasised the importance of multidisciplinury

L-R: Prof Nwankpa, Dy Nnawari, Profs Reyiolds ard LeVine

research, listing Music, Theatre and Visaal Arts,
amongst other disciplines in the humanities and the
sciences as areas of possilile collaborative research.

“The spportunity is there any time you put up @
performancs in musbe, if yon want it really good, Theatre
Aris Department needs fo e involved, i vou want fo add
colours, media, performance, projection, viden works,
then you have to alse invelve Yisual Arts Department,™
he pointed ot
Reymolds, who proposed partnership with the
Umiversity, said: *Insucha partnership, we would like (o
put together s network to inclede o nomber of
universities, There ks stremgth In number; there Is
stremglh in community.” Reyonolds, who is alse a
dramatist and flmmaker, observed that creative,
technbcal, sereen or plavwriting could be taught in
classrooms,

“Three of us are in different disciplines, but we
emiphasise mullidisciplinary collaboration. That is the
emphasis of the resenrch—bringing together schalars io
exchamge beas,” sald Dr Ndubulsi Nonamani of the
Faculty of Music, University of Cambridge. United
Kingdom.

“The traditional clements of these-people-are-here:

those-peaple-are-there, is noe longer part of
contemparary scholarship, which Is what we want to
emiphasise—building of synergy among scholars from
different disciplines. For instance, in the University of
Cambridge, you will find that it Is not the traditional
Depurtment of Music that is there now. Peaple come
from different backgronnds such as drama, history and
s om and they all have their places in the project.” he
explaimed.

O his part, the Head, Department of Music in UniPort,
Frofesser Onyee Nwankpa, cibed the Institute of Miger
Delta Studics ns an aren, where such interdisciplinnry
research is golng on in the Undversity under the ausplees
ol the Depariment of History and Diplomatic Studies,
mdding that there is synergy hetween the ars and
selences. He disclosed plans to work with the Director,
Centre for Communication Disorder in the University to
praoffer solutions to the problems facing awtistic
children.

“What is happening here is & demonstration of the
usefulness of collabarative efforts,” Nwankpa pointed
wul, expressing hope thal they would bring owt
something that is very solid and beneficial to all partics

Imvalvid,

he Association of Deans of Agricalture in
Nigerian Universities (ADAN) has tasked
government to increase budgetary
allocations to the agricultural sector in a bid to
ensure foed security in the conntry. ADAN gave the
charge at the end of its 57 Annual General Meeting
held at the Federal Umniversity of Technology,

ADAN Tasks FG On Agric Dev

By Ethel Timi-fohnson
Akure, Ondo State,
A communigqué issued at the end of the AGM and
made available to UniParr Weekly by the Public
Relations Officer of the Association and Dean,
Faculiy of Agriculiure, UniPori, Professor Love
Akonye, noted that increased budgetary
allocations fo agriculture and enhanced
agricultural traiming would alse Fast-track
implementation of the Agricultural
Transformation Agenda of the Federal
Government.
“The funding of Agriculiure and training has been
grossly inadequate, receiving only a paltry 1.7 per
cent of the 2013 budget™, part of the communbgué
read, stressing the need for private and public
sector participation in the drive to reposition
agriculiure as a major contributor to the national
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Calling Tor esiablishment of well-equipped
rescarch and training farms for agricultural
training institutions with a view to providing
adequate entreprencurial skills to Migerian vouths,
the Association uwrged the National Assembly to
hasien passage of a Bill for the establishment of the
Nigerian Institute of Agricalture (NIAg) to
regulaie agriculiural practice in the country. Ii alse

called for review of the agricultural curriculum to
refllect current realities of national and global
transformation, while ensuring better curriculum
delivery and higher efficiency in the critical sector
that has unlimited potentials 1o rake in huge
foreign exchange,

Regretting thai non-recognition of agriculiure asa
profession has greatly discouraged Agricultural
Scientists from contributing to the Agricultural
Transformation Agenda of the Federal
Government, the Deans described the Agenda as
ideal, but identifving inadequate amd wntimely
release of funds and poor staff development scheme
as factors militating againsi the development of
agriculiture in Nigeria.
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Enenajor Gets IPPTO Patents Right With Mari-Mars

Cont'd from pl

He disclosed that it has a limited time-frame within
which the legal decision eould be taken, which alse
depends on the laws of the country, aboul tweniy
VERTS, after which ii becomes puhlil: pmprrlj.

(n how the |||.|Irr|l wus abtwined, Professor Dodje
expluined that “u patent is obtained by applying ta the
Patent Registry, describing the invention and how the
invented came about the product. For a patent to be
given, you must show that what you have produced is
original and not a doeplicated cffort of another
person's work, Umee it is original, vou would be given
a patent, but if it is not, yon would be denied, On the
other hand, if you have an improvement on a produact
already in existence, that area of added improvement
waould be recognised and patented™,

The Director disclosed
that to check for any
pirated work, there
Is a site, where all
innavations
relating to that
area of work can
be searched, so
one cannol bhe
given a patent
without the
cluims
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being verified against other claims that are already in
enislence.

Professor Ihodje siated that every university is
entitbed to innoyvation and s the .\"[ilixlrj ol Science
and Technology has an agency known as Nafional
Ofifice for Technology Acquisition and Fromoetion
(NOTAP), explaining that NOTAP established
IPPFTOs in differemt wuniversities and polytechnics
which serves as the root to NOTAP through which the
activities of the agency are tramslated to the
grassroots, “When we have claims and we want to seck
help to patent them, NOTAF provides us the
opportumity, whereby we can send what we have for
verification and if what is sent is found to be original.
NOTAP will help to certify and send it to the patent
registry, where the patent certifleate ks issued™.

“If the IPPTO here has the facilities to verify clalms
that are sent to us, we would not need to go to NOTAP.
We have notified Management of the University on the
need for us (o have such facilities, so we do not rely an
NOTAP, since other universities send their claims to
NOTAF. If we have such facilities in place, the
processes witildl e shartencd”™, the Directar disclosed.
The Director stressed that “IT you are carrying out a
resenrch and have come up with hreakthroughs that
need to be protected, vou need o seek n patent fo do so.
Alsa, vour research and breakthroughs is not the end,
the end parpose is how yon can make a name and
possible wealth out of that work, The end product of
your research is how you can make wealth which is of
industrial valoe for commercialization and the best
way to have control over your work is to patent it, so it
is mot hijacked by unserupulous pirates™,

In his contribution, beneficiary of the patent right, Dr
Enenajor, said the paper frame Is an innovation to

Dateline

house  pictures  and
art works, “The
origin of it was from
the need fo find a
salution om how to
ANSWEr Some
B questions
' bordering me as to

i W h ¥
greeting/seas
oning

cards write ups were being discarded after the seasons
are over; how more people can enjoy pictures and art
works or photos of heved ones in portable sizes without
incurring too much money and weight among other
questions™,

He explained that from this, with the tvpe of art he
dses, which is straw art, “the intent of the paper frame
is to bring back such culture again, wherehy we put
our cards and pictures on the wall and not in the bags,
S these pictures would now look like a picture frame.
This is to keep the Hife of this graphic product ongoing.
On the brand name, Dr Enenajor revealed that his
claim to the pleture frame would be known as Mari-
Marsh pleture frame. This frame would contain
congratulatory, inspirational and birthday messages
and it would all come lke a card, bot it is framed,
expressing optimism that if the University or any other
agency wiuld go into mass production of the frame, he
wirild be “:ill'lrlg ta teach PHIP'E how o achicve his
type ol design,

UniPort Team Takes Second Position

Pn'p:lr:llnr_\ tn the Pan-African Universities
Dehating Championships billed from  Friday,
Movember 19 to Sunday, December 8, 2013, the
contingent from the University has taken second
position af  the muiden All Nigerinn  Universities
Debating Championships hosted by the University af
Calabar, Cross River State. The evemt which held
between 20 and 25" October, 2613, with 20
participating universities, saw the “A Team™ from the
host University emerging overall best winners,
Speaking while receiving the victorious UniPort Team
at the Committee Room, last Monday, Viee-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajienka, who congratulated them for
their brilliant performance af the competition, directed
the Deputy Viee-Chancellor in charge of Research and
Development, Professor Bene Willic Abbey to work out
u hefitting reception package for the prize-winming
leam.

“We thank veu for bringing this henour, Indeed. vou
made the University prowd. You flew the University flag

—
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V-, Prof.

By Otikor Samuel

very high and vou did it well, Even if von did not win any
priee al the competition, the valuable experience vow gol
waould still have been emongh to prepare you for future
competitions,” Professor Ajienka said, expressing hope
thut the suting had exposed the stodents o o new
academic horizon.

The Viee-Chanccllor, further asked Leader of the
delegution, Profeseor Theanachor Akakuru, to do u
lormal report and make recommendafions thal would
gulde the University on ways to encourage sindents
engage in meaningiul debate for national development.
He faulied same of the contemporary debate on natisnasl
issuwes as weak in logical arguments capable of giving
wrang direction to palicy-makers.

In his brief, Leader of the delegaton, Professor
AKakuru, disclosed that & meml I tlve team, Mananah
Mdifreke, emerped the Thind Be water, in add 1

to the overall second position of the University, praising

fienka foewtre) flanked by Leader of the delegation, Prof Akakwru (right),
some Senior (Mfficers and the prize-winning students displaying their plagues

UniP

tVarsities’ Debate

the students for conducting themselves in an
exceptionally good manner throughout the event.

“Onur tean came last in the first debate, but 1 advised the
students not to despalr as owr particlpatbon after all, was
our first entry inte the Championships and in the least,
couldd serve as @ valuahle exposure to us, They pot ook
themselves together amd we got to the final stage with the
University of Calabar and emerged overall second best
debaters,” Professor Akakuru sabd, disclosing Turther
that Tm State University (IM3U) came third, while
anather team from UNICAL took the fourth position,
He commended the YVice-Chancellor and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (HResearch and Development) for thelr
suppart for the debate contingent, calling for more
support to enable the tenm perform better ot future
competitions,

Profesar Akakwrw, who wos the immedisfe past
Associate Dean, Faculty of Humanitics, accompanicd
by another Lecturer in the Department of Forelgn
Languages and Literatures, Mr
ufua Sharp=Akosuba, stated
that the University has crap ol
potential debaters, who il
properly traimed would
contribute wseful ideas for
national development. He
called for the constitution of a
Committes to ralse the culture
ol debate among students of the
University,

The students, who participated
in the Championships, were:

Joseph, Inyama Nnamna
{History and Diplomatic
Studies): Peter, Owvie Akus

{Linguistics and
Communication Stadies); The-
Ohinha, Uchechi Gaold
{Medicine and Surgery) and
Moanal, Charlie Ndilfreke
{Geopraphy and
Environmental Management),

Vol 16, Ma. 8




© wilked into the hall like an enigma wrapped

wp in o jip-saw puzzle and took his seat like one

of these benumbing characters in H. G, Wells'
First Men on the Moon, Very little about him betrayed
the pedigree of a fameus novelist and playwright. His
pracefully praving hair gave him saway as 0 man of
considerable Inflaence and deep reflection, with a
philesophical mindset. which ke did not advertise. At 79
years, the centre of attraction stosd erect, tall, lanky,
near chany black and strong as a six-inch concrete nail?
What does he really believe in as a human being?
The audience kept wondering as he genfally surveyed its
members with some measore of
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Elechi Amadi Launches Science Fiction Book
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R-L: Keraye, Praf Briges, Mrs Koko Kalango, V-C, Praf Ajienka n'nd'.}fmdr'ﬂw-;lhd by Praf nyeozor and @ guest

that was still alien to the Nigerian fictional factory,
Briggs described Elechi Amadi “as one of the foremost
propoments of African tradition steeped in the African
culture of gods, myths, and realifies...For Elechi
Amudi’s true background is in the Scicmces—he is »
praduate of Physics and Mathematies! And for the first
time, When God Came, a Science Fiction, is brining
Elechi Amadi back e his scademic ancestral rosts.”
Describing the book as an amalpam of twe short steries,
Briges commended the author's ambidexterity of
writing bath in science and the aris with the same

beautilful fece as that of Ihwoma in Fhe

safisfaction. Is he an eccentric ntheist, & By Williams Frodi Concubine,

traditionalist or just a nam-canformist

in a sochery suffering from Pemtecostal Influenea?

Dwes he believe in mithing under the Sun? Sone of these
guestions were amswered in his latest cerebral,
dispassionate and combustible Science Fiction novel
titled: Wihen God Caomve, presented, last Thursday to a
packed audience inmside the expansive Roval Bamguet
ol ol Hlotel Presidentinl, Port Horcourt.

Fublished by the University of Port Harcourt Press, the
austere awthor pegged the price of the 81-page book at
just M50 MY His reason for giving the ook away al such
n ridiculmes price, im spite of its great import in @ world
that is apparently bent an committing swicide? “Well, 1
want everybody to read the book and ask themselves
somi vital questions abaul this universe and sur place in
- g

Author of the highly imaginative novel, Elechi Amadi,
did not, a5 usmal waste words, as he addressed the
cestatic audience that comprised eminent schiolars, ant
enthusiasis, including a few genuwinely disturbesd
demagngues, whoe thought the suthor had taken the
argument about the exbstence, or otherwise of God
rather too far in his postulations, presented through his
lictiomul characters such as the skillful diplomats wt the
Umitesl Mations, Scientists like Professor Ekpno of the
University of Ihadan and other sundry debaters on such
welghty issues as the existentialisi matters on planet
viarth. Even the master of Relativism and inventer of the
dresded atomic bemb, Albert Einstein, popped opin the
novel through his unnamed greedy grandson, who came
to the UN displaying a placard that read:
E=MC'=1illion dollars! 10 billion dollars was the
whopping amount he demanded from mankind as
accumulated royally lrom his grandfather’s Tmous
relativity theary! He npporently suffered from selective
amnesia about the harrendouns damage cansed by his
grandfather's atomie bomb to the sleepy Japanese cities
ol Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

In his opening remarlks, Ebechi Amndi. whao is n Writers
in-Residence at the University of Part Harcourt, took the
auwdience through his motivatbon for the book, which he
said ook years o wrile apparently on sccount of its
complex plot strocture. In his oam wards: “The two
starics im this slim volume are my initial humble
contributioms to Schence Fietion im Migeria, Seng of rhe
Finmguivived shows concern for man's abuse of planet
ewrth. It was written many yvears sgo when there was oo
talk of cendngical damage or climate change,

“Wien Ciond Camee takes a look at that dramatic moment
wihich most Sciemiists. especially astronomers, look
ferward o the frst encounter with extro-terrestrial
beings,” the ingenious author told the coricus and
bemused audicnce,

Chairman of the oceasion, Emeritus Professor Nimi
Briggs, praised the author for pioneering a literary genre

Reviewing the book, whose shattering amd
powerful contents belied what the author called a “slim
volume,” Seivila Kerove of the English Department of
the University of Port Horcownrt, described Flechi Amupadi
as a great pioneer, who has launched the novel geare in
Migerla into the realm of Sclence Fiction, as proof of his
mastery of the art of wriling grealt works aof the
imnginative in the trodition of B G Wells and ather
notahle pisncers,

With an imaginative deft stroke that generated
intermitient applowse from an ecstatic  swdience, that
ineluded academies, writers, traditional rulers, simdents
and adulators of the preat author, Korove proved that a

Campus/View

review could make a great book even greater to the
remder. *Where else do vou expect Gad to go lor
negotiations abont the state of the world sther
than the United Nations, where there are shilllul
diplomats, including the Secretary-General, wha
wits having a nap al thal decisive moment in
human history?™

The skillful reviewer deftly connected the twe
seemingly episadic stories throngh o complex web
of hubris, lremy, wit, clegance and benumbing
climux to drive home the significance of the novel
that was snapped up by enthuskastie readers, whao
couldn't get enough of the evening's landmark
event,
In an interactive session that fldlowed the heavily
animated and applanded review by Koroye, a
pemuinely Trightened voung student andacionsly
queried the awthor's wtterances which she
considered rather “blasphemous™ in conceplion, plot
strugture and delivery, “When yeu read the book, yeur
worsd Tears will cerfainly be dispelled.” was Elechi
Amadi's dry reply, which obviously did not pacify the
voiiing lady, whose body language appeared (o indicate
that the Church anthoritics should pass an Ilamic-style
fatwa on both anthor and book (o stop lurther spreading
af the dangerous virns! Amadi obviowsly enjoyed the
viunmg lady's worst fears.

I did ot observe the voumg ledy line ap for the crawded
antograph sesshon that was a rare moment to meet the
anthor one-on-one. Some even bought several copies of
the novel as an excuse to behobd the great author as many
times as they lined up for antogrophs. It was only by an
act of the Cod that came in the novel that Ebechi Anadi
wis it lit wp by hundreds of Aushing camern wnd
phones directed at him om the high table. The flashing
lights were toa much for the other guests on the high
table that included the Viee-Chancellor of the Unlversity
afl Port Harcowrt, Professor Juseph Ajicnks and the
Festival Ddrector of the Port Harcourt Book Festival,
Koka Kalango io fake.

Tt was an evening to remembeer as the author felt a visible
semse of reliel for paying a debt e owed millions of his
readers and devotees far so long. | heard faint talk of twa
sequels to When God Coane. | hope God will come 1o my
church, rather tham go to the UN to wake up a sleeping
B0 when thal eagerly-awaited extra-terresirial event
takes place on earth—whenever it happens!

Doctorate Gandidate Donates Desk-Top Gomputer To Det

By Mercy Adeniji

Fostpraduate Candidate of the Department of

Educational Foundations, Faculty of Education,

Mr. Rotinson Ewor, has donated a Desk-Top
Computer with accessories 1o asist in the processing
and storuge of ifTicinl infarmation in the Department.
Im @ better sent to £aiParr Weekly, last Thursday, Acting
Head, Department of Edvcational Foundation {DEF).
e Mkechi Oholi; stated that *“COn assumplion of alfice, 1
discovered that the Department did ol hove any
tvpewriter of sny sort, documents incleding confidential
papers were taken to business centres for typing. | had to
appeal 1o whoever would listen to me. Ewor graciously
came {o our rescue by donoting o desk top computer with

Eaciliny for printing™.

Receiving the computer sel, printer and UPS, Dr (bkoli
expressed protifude to the donar for his kind pgesture,
lppﬂllng to ot her students to cmulate his pood cxample
by coming te the aid of the Department and the
University, whenever the need may arise.

Handing aver the system to the Deportment, the danor
said he was moved by the appecal from the Acting Hol) te
make the donation, which he hoped would facilitate
dhocument processing by stall. Commending the stall lor
their dedication to duty, e Ewor called on his
collespues to follow his example by piving hack
something to the system that produced and gave them
identity.
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Giving Dialogue A New Meaning

CampusMetro

oF @ country in whose blood “dialogue™

has been Nowing since the British Roval

Niger Company arvived, it is rather
curious that we are now acting as il something
new is about to break out.  Just think of all the
fuss everyvone is making. We were busy then
talking past each other when Sir Frederick
Lugard, shooting off a few cannons and bullets,
created this entity in his company's image. When
he didn't like what we saw, we engaged the British
in a series of dialogues. It changed nothing
becanse we decided to like what we saw. Then
our former military leaders, recalling that
Lugard had been a soldier, decided to dialogue
again—this time in  Abuwri, Ghana. In the end
nothing changed. After a bloody civil war and a
lat of money down the drain, we are ahout to
begin another bout of dialogue. What 1 can't
uniderstand is why we are taking the whole thing
too seriously. Could it be that our elites have short

We like fo see politics in everything.
We don't agree on anything. Bring

fogether two or three Nigerians and
the opposition and the politicking will
begin automatically”

collective institutional memory?  For goodness
sk, this does not justify the level of seriousness |
see around the idea. It is not as if the idea of
dialogue is wrong by definition: no! But there
miust be some humour leftin us as a people. 1 have
this little-known motte that says life is (oo serious
nol 1o be taken with a good sense of humour. Whae
needs high BP?

That tells vou why 1 began o search for a new
meaning of dialogue. Bot none of the definitions 1
came across was satisfactory, One definition said
a dialogue was “the words spoken by characters
inabook..."” Given my frame of mind I did not get

ice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph

Ajienka, has commended the Association

of UniPort Contractors (AUC), for
sustaining the development strides so far
recorded in the University, describing members
of the Association as major stakeholders in the
affairs of the University,
Giving the commendation last Tuesday at the
Vice=Chancellor's Committee Room during a
Roundtable discussion with the Association and
Senior Officers of the University, Professor
Ajlenka who advised them to shun sub-
standard projects, assured them of
Management's commitment to their
welfare through prompt off-setting of
their legitimate hills.
“We could work as a team to explore
meaningful ways of improving our
relationship as partners in the
development of the University™, he told
them, regretting that paucity of funds
had delayed prompt payment of some
Contractors executing projects in the
University.
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
Association, Mr Collins Amadi and Musa
Yusuf, thanked the University
Management for providing a plaiform of
dinlogue between the institution and the
group. The duo, who also commended the

to the end of the definition. What caunght my
attention was the word “characters™. When it is
sald that someone is quite a character, we all know

what is meant. 5o, 1
now  said te myself
that  many characters

are going to show up at this national dialogue. 1
spoke too soon! Not long after | sald that, | noticed
the intervention of ssme real characters, They are
probably vour typical Nigerian democrats. Their
suggestion was that dialogue organizers should
invite the down-trodden. Can yvou imagine that?
(O course it sounds good and radical until vou ask
whao are these down-trodden? We are talking here

about all those Nigerians, who are nol members of
the executive branch or the legislature of their
town union, My worry was that no conference
hall in the whole workd will contain all the down-
troddden in Nigeria!

Then there was this other definition which said
that dialogoe was “talk of any kind between two
oF more people”. | read it again. Surely, it sald
“talk of any kind™ and “two or more people™. 1
almaost dismissed it for being very imprecise.
How many more than two can one consider 1o be
more: one hundred, three thowsand or four
billion? Ewven though Nigerians like to count in
millions and billieons, we are often confused by
twi o mare. See, we are still counting our fingers
and toes to determine whether 19 is greater than
16 or vice-versa. How does one then choose two
or more people from over 180 million Nigerians?
Please bring the mathematicians and statisticians
to help out with the numbers, I would have invited
Chiefl Odumegwu to offer some opinion on the
numbers, but 1 have no intention of speaking
seriously. Bui that definition is not as bad as i
seems. | like the part about “talk of any kind™.
That suits us very well. This could mean that
anything goes. Nigerians like to talk about
anything and everyithing, so there is sense there.
The final definition stated that dialogue was “a
formal discussion or negotiation, especially
between opposing sides in a political...” 1 did not
bother with the rest of the definition because |
thought this was the best. 'We like to oppose, We
like to see politics in everything, We don’t agree
on anything. Bring together two or three
Nigerians and the opposition and the politicking
will begin antomatically. There is hardly any
Nigeriam who is not the leader of oppasition in one
thing or another. Therefore, this is the most
appropriate definition of what we are about to
start, How 1 wish, how [ dearly wish, that
Nigerians, for once, would surprise the world and
give dialogue a new meaning,

*Nr Ekekwe is
Editorial Board

Chairman, UniPorr Weekly

V-C Commends AUC On Dev

By Ethel Timi-Johnson
Vice-Chancellor for responding to the demands
of the Association, pledged commitment fo
continued infrastructural development of the
University.

“Our Association has resolved 1o continue (o
pariner Managemeni in ensuring thai  ihis
University rates as one of the best in Africa in

terms of infrasiruciural development of ihe
Umiversity,” they said.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration),
Professor Ethelbert Nduka, University Bursar,
Mr Vitalis Aliezi, Deputy Bursar, Treasury, Mrs
Felicia Avuwas, including other Executive
members of AUC were also in attendance at the
meeting.
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Shodimu lISIS Palllwaus Tll \larsmes Growth

Coni'd from pl

podicies bo ensure their optimal implementation,
“Each institution has its set goals and shjectives which
are captured in the vision and mission of the University
as what It alms to accomplish, The Registry as major
stakeholbler has the primary responsibility for the
implementation of the policies of the University. A
University is considered dead when the Registry is not
positioned  for the challenges amd charges in the
managemenl of tertiary  instilution,”™ he larther
discmssedl, siating thet porameters of otteiming the
desirable and comparable goals s the sdoption of
umiversal best practices which determine the ranking of
the University. He praised the University of Porl
Harcomrt for repositioning itsell for excellence. 1 see
UniPort execlling amomng others,"™ he said.

The lormer Secretary of Coundil of Unilag, urged
Regisntry stafl 1o always see themsebves as bridges that
provide the linkspe and passape that would take the
University to greater helghts and surmount the
challengis that may conlront the Hegisiry in the
umiversity system af the turn of the century.

“The 21" Century Registry has hopes, but it is

1

A cross l.e:..r!rm r.r,f qu;{i

without obwvious challenges which are surmountalile
with only commitment and focws. We should be
aptimistic anly te the cxtent that we are all sincere to the
goals and objectives of the University, (uars is call to
swicrifice. Lets cosure best proctioes.” he concladed.
Chairman of the Oecasion and 17 Viee-Chaneellor of the
University, Professor Sylvanus Cookey, comgriatulated
the Registrar for conceiving the idea of setting aside n
day for Registry Staff to celebrate and appraise their
servioes fowards the growth of the University, calling on
all stakeholders, imcluding Alumni to contribute
townrids making the University a Cenire of Excellence in
teaching, research and commuanity services,

In his address, Viee-Chancellor; Frofessor Joseph
Ajienkn, who emphosiced the role of the Registry
Departmient s the enpine roem in the sdministration of
any university, expressed satisfaction with fhe
Department for contributing immensely to the
advincement of the University, porticolarly in s
entrepremenrial drive under his sdministration,
Represented by the Depuaty YVice-Chamcellor
{Administration), Professor Ethelbert Nduka, the Vice-
Chancellor promised that *The University Munogement
will comtimae to suppert the Registry Department to play

its rodes in the University and it is my expectation
that our Repistry Department will be one of the hest
in the Niperiam University Svstem in the nearest
Taiure™.

Earlier, the Registrar, Mrs Matilda Noodim,
restated her commitment ta repasition the
Department  towards effective service  delivery
thromgh empowering the Staff Training and
Development Unit (STDU) for training and
retraining of staff and re-awakening the University
bramch of Association of Nigerian Universities
Professional Administrators { ANLUPA} o overcome
the challenges militating spainst professionalism,
mEntnring nnd successinm planning.

“We are under pressure to sdopt new approaches to
doing things in arder to be relevant to the needs of
our enviromment. We must display professionalism
In the way we approach our jobs, We must be able to
develop standards and take pride in the quality of
our work, The University is becoming dynamic in its
ways of thinking and planning, and we must repasition
ourselves ta fit in, hence, my call for change,”™ Mrs
Mnadim said, disclosing that the Regisiry is pa rimering
professional bodies such as the Chartered Institote of
Personmnel Management (CIPM) and Personmel
Practitioners Consulistive Association (PPCA), using
ANUPA a5 o plutform to mount sppressive traiming
programme of staff.

Gepdwill messages were presented by the 57 Viee-
Chancellar, Emeritis  Professor  Nimd H-|‘||,:',:s and
Professor Benjamin Eheazn of the Faculty of Education,
Highlights of the event included presentation of Awards
to Former Vice-Chancellors, Emeritus Professor Brigzs
and Professor Cookey, incumbent Viee-Chancellor,
Professor Ajlenka, and Reglstrars of skster institutions,
as well as a musical performance,

Dignitaries at the event included the three Depuly Yice-
Chancellors of UniPort and Hegistrars of Rivers Stale
University of Science and Technology, Mrs Daba
Odimaboe: Ignatius Ajuru University of Edwscation,
Ikem Adicle: College of Arts and Science, Vrs Georgina
Bemwoke: College of Eduacation {Technical), Dok,
Mr Liverpool Onyije, while Couwncil Officer.,
represeated the Registrar of Miger Delta University,

C onsaliduting on the entreprencurial drive of
the University, the Faculty of Agriculture
has commissioned a Cassava Chips
Processing Machine that would enhance research
cfforts in food processing and techmology, in
addition to facilitating teaching and learming of
aspeecis uli.'rnp Prnn‘ninj_l. wnil slnrage.

Speaking during the commissioning ceremaony, last
Thursday at the Demonstration Farm, Choba Park,
Dean of the Faculty, Professor Love Akomye,

disclosed that the project was realized
by the Faculty, following its w
emergence ws winner of the first

Inter-Faculty competition organized by

the University's Entrepreneurial Center.

“This Faculty entreprencurial project is a
tramslation of the 1.5 million naira cash prize that
was won based on the business plan presented by our
student, Mr Ebi Chima®™, she said, commending the
Deputy Viee-Chancellar| Research f—

and Development), Professor Bene T
Willic-Abbey  for initiating the
competition,

Lamenting that agricultural
development in Nigeria was
hindered by dearth of technical
capacity to handle post-harvest
farm produce, Professor Akonye '
noted that over 34 per cont of crops
harvest by Tmrmers was bost due in
lack of processing and storoge
Tacilities.

“Cassava, vam and potato chips
could be prodeuced with this
maching, The dried chips conld be
stored for months or vears, thus
adding value to the harvested fresh
tubers®, she added, pointing out

Agric Faculty Commissions
Cassava Chips Processing Machine

the dried chips could be psed as leed, Nour, including
for indusirial and pharmaceutical parpoases.
In his response, Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, commended the Faculty for
judiciously wutilizing the prize
maney, in addition to imifisting
wlher projects that have benelited the
University and the larger society. The Viee-
Chancellor advised them fo put the cassava chips
processing machine to effective use, charging them
to partner the Facolty of Engineering on ways of
im:prm"lrlg the cquipment,

Former Director of the Entreprencarial Centre, who
wrpanized the maiden Inter-Faculty competition, Dr
Clifford Offurum, lauded the performance of the
Faculty at the competition and also for utilizing
available resources to achieve tangible resalt.
Deputy  Viee-Chancellors (Administration and
Academics), Professors Ethelbert Nduka and Igho
Jue, Acting Director, Instituie of Agricultural
HResearch and Development (IARD), Dr Ihisime
Etela, Faculty Officer. Mrs Christie Nworu, Heads
of Department, staff and students, also witnessed the
commissioning of the Faculty's first agro-
processing machine.

Wil 18, Mo 8




INewsSAXlra

November 4 - November 11, 2013 PAGE 7

GUIDE

Professor Alexis Monsi, Department of Animal Science and
Fisheries, Faculty of Agriculture, granted Remewal of Contract
Appaintment, effective December 3, 2013 to December 2, 2014,

Professor Ambrose Obiechina, Department of Oral and Wiy
Maxillofacial Surgery, Faculty of Dentistry, granted a 12-month i
Sabbatical Leave.

Professor Eugene Onyeike, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of
Chemical Sciences, College of Nataral and Applied Sciences,
granted a 12-month Sabbatical Leave to Federal University
Otueke, effective October 14, 2013 to October 13, 2014,

Dr Oin Ekpeyvong, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, granted a 12-month Sabbatical Leave.

Professor Waibinte Wariboko, Department of History and
Archaeology, Faculty of Humanities and Education, The
University of the West Indies, Mona-Kingston, Jamaica, offered a
12-month Sabbatical Appointment, effective on assumption of duty.

EXTENSION OF STUDY LEAVE

Dr Ugomolh Raymond, Department of Oral Pathology/Biology,
Faculty of Dentistry, College of Health Sciences, granted Exfension
of Study Leave, to complete a Specialist Programme in Dentistry at
Tel Aviv University, effective October 1, 2013 to September 340,
2014,

STUDY LEAVE

Mrs Adanta Blessing Odogwa, Department of Plant Science and
Biotechnology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, College of Natural

and Applied Sciences, granted Study Leave with Pay to undertake a

ASAND Chrirman, Mr Syder speakimy J:rriw_q e raily

Mot Appeals To Unions On Earned Allowances

«Dispels Rumours Of Money Deposit

dissatisfaction over the unwholesome
By Mercy Adenifi

activities of conspiracy theorists, urged the
anagement of the University has
reacled o megalive insinuatbons
that part of the money being

Unions-especially 55ANU to disregord such
released by the Federal Government for the

wild rumowrs and stop peddling wrong
information, stating that the administration
payvment of Earned Allowances lor stafl of the
University may have been deposited in a Fixed

understomd the wrge of stuff to get the money
as quickly as poasible. He appealed to the
Union to exercise a little more patience and

Deposit Account  (FDA) to yickd interest for

the administration. The Campus has been

awash with uwnfounded rumours of sinister

hear with  Manspement on the issme as
evervihing possible was being done to lay the
Issue of Earmed Allowanees ti rest.

maves i delay pavment of the money to stafl “1 "F'Pt"] to you to still exercise paticnce. All of
af the Unbversiy, ws are working as a body; | am assuring you
Deputy  Vice-Chancellor {Administration), that very, very soom, the matter would be
Professor Ethelhert Neuka, who corrected the

wrang impression, while sddressing
profesting members of the University of Part

resalved, becanse Chairmam of the
Harcourt Branch of the Senior Staff

Cowverning Council, Chiel Ciesi Asamsowei,
must give Executive Approval before the
Assaciution of Niperia Universities (SSANL),
last Wednesday, disclosed that frantic ellorts

maney can be dishursed; so, please bear with
¥Management on the issue and refrain from
rumosur-mongering,” he appealed.

Doctoral Programme at Makarere University, Uganda, effective

October 2013 to October 2016

wiere being made by the administration to pay
stafT their due entitlement us specified by the
Federal Covernment through the Natiomal

Professor Nduka said: “We were working
virtunlly every day to compute this Exrned
Albvwances and becanse of the importance

attached to this assignment, | was saddled
with the responsihility of chairing the
Conimittes The report was onlyv submitted o
Friday and since we had to show this report to
the Vice=Chancellor, whio was not arownd doe
i thee ongpoing crisis in the Bniversily sysiei,
we had to wait for him and by Monday,
Manngement had to look at the Report, The
lact that we have gone this Tar shows the
serlousness we attach to lt; we muast all show
some level of understamding and be FI:llil.'ﬂl.
Earlier, S5ANU Branch Chairman, Mr
Bikume Syder. had disclosed that “for more
than two months new, this mancy had reached
the University and the Committes has alsa
completed (s assignment. We have done our
awn bit; all we are waiting for is an alert
infirming ws that eur work is nol in vain.

“We have come here so that we would hear
from Management if there is any foul play
somewhere. Enrned Allowance is why we are
here. SSANL ks the most responsible Union sn
this Campus, We da not wish to believe that
Management is looking down on the non-
teaching stafl, whoe are working day and miglio
to keep the system afloat™, he said,

Universities Commission (NUC).

“Your Chairman is a1 Member af the
lmplementation Monitoring Committee,
which I Chaired on behalf of the Viee-
Chamcellor. That Committer concluded its
wssignment only kast Friday. Today is only
Wednesday and some staff are already
alleging  foul-play in the i.n|.|:|||.':rn|:-r|lllin|1
process, We are aware of the 21" Octeber
dendline set hy the Implementantion
Muonitoring Committee (IMOC) set up by the
Federal Govern t for final disbursement of
the money that legitimately belongs to all of
ws,” Professor Mduka told the protesting stall,
assuring them that Management would do
mothing to deny staff their doe entitlements
wnder the administration of Proflessor
Ajlenka.

Professor Ndukan,

PASSAGE
MR BROWN AMADI

The death has been announced of
Mr Brown C. Amadi, a stallf with
the Quality Assurance/Quality
Control Unit of the University.
The remains of Late Mr Amadi
were laid to rest in his
hometown, Anaka Oghogoro
Community in Obio/ Akpor
Local Government Area of
Rivers State on Saturday, 2
November, 2013. NPT —

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MGT
OBSERVATORY
FORECAST FOR PORT HARCOURT AND ENVIRONS FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 3 - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER. 9, 2013

Late Amadi

whao

DATE | TEXMPERATURE A HUMIDNTY | WIND HAIN | SUNRISE  SUMMARY He appealed to Management to cxpedibe
(28 i'cy t (%) | E[lhf' LLE :’:I:I"Thtr action on the mabter (o give the Unions a sense
e o A | S 1 e L e s - of belonging to a system that cares for their
SUNDAY, |30 M0 | W [NE 1Ll [B17 6:14 | Heavy rain expected. Masily cloudy and hot day Wl sretfare, restating the resolve of the Unbocs to
ntid ] } : I ! 1 _ anticipated. support the administration achieve ifs vision
MONDAY. | 320 HA T | NE 1.1 | 00T 614 Thumder siorms expected, Masthy cloudy and hot day and mandate.
B8 RO, HHE ] | predicted. Mr Syderex pn‘:nﬁlgrm itude to Management
TUESDAY | XL M i NE B | ®:07 614 Meavy rain predicted. Mostly cloudy and hot day for the understanding it has so Far shown sn
b | | anlicipated. staff welfare matters. “1 know the hurdle this
WEDNESIAY | 120 na T3 | N 51 608 6213 Thusder storms expected early. Mastly elowdy and Commities went through and the stress we put
e ] ! 1 | warm day forecasted. the Managemeni through, bul having come
THURSDAY | 320 it ] 4 NE 18 |18 613 Thumder s forms expected late in the day, Mostly this Tar, we would also want to appeal that in
T, T, 01 | cloudy snd warm day anticipated. view of the sitwation and for the
FRIDAY | 320 it} 78 | NE .3 | ;1% 6213 Thumder storms expecied carly im the day . Mosily understunding we have shown, we hope and
e | cloudy and warn duy Forecasied. believe that our entitlements would be
SATURDAY | 320 na 75 NE fi.d 618 813 Dsodaded thunder slorms forecasted. Mostly cloudy and prompily paid, because the situation is very
=t BT warm dav predicted, | precarions,” he appealed, stressing the need
SANDRA NWABUFO PROF SAMUEL AROKOYU lor .\Iz_llluuumum to pay the October salary
OFFICER IN CHARGE DIRECTOR, (CORMDS) alongside the Allowances.
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Commissioning Of Offices For Writers-In-Residence

Writers-in-Residence; Gabriel Okara, Elechi Amadi
and Ifeanyi Aniebo, took possession of their offices
at the Institute of Arts & Culture, Delta Park on
Monday, 14' " October, 2013. WILLIAMS WODI
captured highlights of the epoch-making ceremony
as shown in the pictures below:

TN T e S
I Elechi Amadi, Wife, I Preye and Divecior,
i Tisvirute aof Arts & Culrure, Prof Julle Okol

I Amvadi, Autebe & D Gabrel ke R-L: D Efechl Annay, Bife, Proye , Ml Miwima, & Chal Praf Qkol curiag tee rape fo cowissiow ihe offices o
Asssciation of Nigerian Amthors £ANAY, Rivers State, @binna Neoafm behalf of V=C, Prof Jeseph A jienks wivile Amaadi looks on

B=L: Anicho, (hara, Poul Nailey af ANA,
Deputy Rey (TPFR) Williamys Woold and Fraf kel

Nowpdim, Nalley and .'H.'fnr'mq all Pnr-fﬂ#ﬂ-'l handing over copics uf :q'rrﬂr: issnex af L nrq'nlr L mPﬂn‘ &

af ANA, Rivers State LiwiPort Weekly publications to the Writers-in-Residence
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