' Cookey Endows Chair On Malaria Studies

B arely two days after he chaired events that marked the Second

Registry Day celebration in the University, 2™ Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Svlvanus Cookey, has endowed a Chair to further
teaching and research, as well as promote the pursuit of excellence in
continuing education and consultancy services in the field of malaria

and phyvtomedicine, reports ﬂnkau'.‘.niumu’{. Maeaipy ¥
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We Need Confab
On Varsity Education

SPE Int'l Confers
Award On Egbogah

Grant On Oiltield Chemicals

By Williams Wodi

ollowing the Desk
Evaluation of two proposals
it submitted to the World

Bank, the University of Port
Harcourt has won a grant that
would enable it set up a Centre of
Excellence in Oilfield Chemicals at
the Institute of Petroleum Studies.

The African Centre of Excellence
(ACE) Project Steering Committee
(PSC) met in Dakar, Senegal on 28"

October, 20013, following which the
final selection and presentation of
the outcome of the rigorous Desk
Evaluation of universities and
research institutes that applied for
the highly competitive grants were
made.

The grant, which was implemented
under the awspices of the
Association of African Universities
(AAU), would be the highest
outside intervention in funding
available to the University. On the

whole, 53 Proposals were submitted
for Desk Evaluation by universities
in West and Central Africa.

The University of Port Harcourt
entered two proposals pursuant to
the establishment of two Centres of
Excellence in Agriculture and
Oilfield Chemicals. OF the lot, the
Evaluators chose 15 tertiary
institutions for the coveted grant
worth millions of deollars.
University of Port Harcourt was
Cont'd on ph
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n view of the 33 monihs losi as o resuli of
Iindmtri.nl strike action between 1999 amd

2013, Deputy Viee-Chancellar
{Administration) in the University of Port
Harcourt, Professor Ethelbert Nduka, has called
for a one vear moratorium to enable the country
sort ot the mess in its tertiary educational system.
In a memorandum titled: = ASE Serike Statisnes”
which he made available to o UniPord Weekly
Correspondent, last Monday, Professor Nduka,
whao is a Mathematician, presented a strike table
which showed that five months were lost in 1999,
two months each between 2001 and 2002, while a
whopping six manths was lost to strike action in the
universitics in alone 2003,
The statistics also show that three davs and one
week cach were lost between 205 and 2006, while
three months were lost (o strike action in 2007,
Correspondingly, one week was lost in 2008, while
four months were lost in 2000—the vear in which
the contentious Agreement was signed between the
Fedleral Government amnd the Academic SialT
Union of Universities (ASULU) and the other
Lnions,
2000 swallowed five months and one whole week,
2011 took three monihs while 2003 has already
taken four months and counting. All the strike
actions resulted in closure of the universities and
hurried resumption doring which students are
rushed im a bid fo "normalize’ the academic
calendar.

‘ ‘ One of the ohjectives of my research is to hreed
lines of rice that will perform well in the coastal
regions of the Migeria. | went into this research

to ascertain what 1 can do to boost food security in

Miss Igoma

By Williams Wodi
“A one yvear shut down of Nigerian universities
would enahle policy-makers and all stakeholders
to hold a Mational Conference to draw up a Hoad
Map on a holistic sustainable development of
university education in Migeria,” Mduka said,
lamenting that incessant sirike actions have made
nonsenss of quality education in the country.
“The picture of strike action as a "Tea Party' has
emerged due to the "Open-and-Close’ syndrome, in
which wniversities apen todday and shut down
tomaorrow, without anybody sparing a thought as
e w i Inulrp-l.'lh 1] I|I|'\3 stem inihe shori and lamgz
rum.
={Mher countries with Tuactional eduacati
systems are, regrettably, not going to wait
Tor \iﬁl.'riu (1] |:|||l s ks in order belfore
they move to the next phase of educational
development, With a tofal of 33 months
lost to strike action, we can estimate
the man<hour lost and the
attendant economic losses Tor the
non-productive  periods  which
government had to pay salaries to
redundant staff in the system, the
DV said.
Professor Mduka also appealed fo
the Federal and State Governments to take
cducation very sceriously through honest and
transparent implementation of legitimate

Prof Nduka
DV-C (Admin)

mEreements nil“u":r s.l'gllrd with ihe Unions o
avoid further disruption of the system that nations
I'l,'l:l' afi i |||.~r|.'|n|;| their T W er base and their
overall economy,

| WantTo Boost Food Security In Nigeria ~Igoma

To many undergraduates, final year projects are merely works done in partial fulfilment of
the requirements for earning the Bachelor's Degrees. To Elizabeth Igoma, a student in the
Depariment of Soil and Crop Science, however, it is much more than that. How did she go
about her research geared towards boosting food security in Nigeria? She spoke to

HUMPHREY OGU on her research focus.

this part of the country,” Elizabeth Igoma
explained, stating that her project topic is:
“Screening for Salinity of Oryza Sativa L.
Adaptable to Coastal Solls of Rivers State™. Quite a
mtlaful to the outsider!
“What [ am doing in my prnjl.-t! work is that | am
comparing diffcrent soil smmples to sce the one that
is conducive to my research focus, | am using the
coastal and saline sodls, which have a lot of salt for
my study. Rice does well in saline soll, which is found
in water-logged areas. But it does prorly in ihe
upland region, because water doesn™ accumulate
there,” she said, listing pests, especially birds and
soil composition as some of the challenges impeding
rice production in parts of Rivers State. “Owr soil is
achdic: it contains a lot of jons. This is why most
people don’t go into rice farming in this part of the
country,” Igoma poainted out.
“With the Federal Government®s plans to stop rice
importation into the country by 2005, 1 thought
serecning for rice that are easily adaptable to the sofl
here, would be very useful,™ she observed, listing
|||,-uls;. nun-m.'uilluhili!:r ol |.H|||.|i|'||11ﬂ11 for mwnalysis, u
situation, she said teok her to o labaratory at
Elelenwo for the analysis. Igoma stressed the need
to have the cquipment available on Campus to ease
rlce-based research in the Unbversity.
“(Mher challenges | face include transpartation
and fimance. | had to go to lageon: 1 had to go to
Ahoada to get saline soil, because we don't have
saline sail around Choba. 1 had always thought
that ihe soil in Choba was saline, until 1 ook
samples to the laboratory and discovered that the
soil had low quantity of salt. Again, getting the
soil in the saline areas was also not easy for me at
all. 1 had to go fo the River bank, to pet soil that

waould fill up 60 plastic buckets: | also flled 240
buckets with sodl from the school farm, which 1
induced with sali. The rice did well in the sali-
induced soil,” she explained, noting that metal
bucket could not be used becawse of possible
reaction with the ion content of saline soil.

Igoma, who revealed that her projeet is T0 per cent
completed, disclosed that the long term goal of the
research is to develop a new variety of rice,
commending Dr Andrew Eflisue Tor his
thoroughness in the supervision of her work.

Bevond her current project, lgoma had earlier
developed a smailery after completing a Year Two
Course, AGEF-200. 1—titled: “Farm Practice,” in the
Faculty af Agriculiure, a development that attracied
accolades Trom the Course Lecturer, Dr Brilllant
Agaviezor, while she alse earned some income as a
student and a budding entreprencar.

Given her entreprencurial inclination, lgoma is
undoubtedly an exemplary student of an
entrepreneurial university which Unlgue UniPort ks
metamorphosing into under the Professor Joseph
Ajienka-led Administration,
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Speaking hefore issuing a cheque to
commence activities on the Chair at
his residence in Port Harcourt, penultimate
Thursday, Professor Cookey, disclosed that he
accepted the proposal to endow the Chair in
furtherance of his desire fo continue (o serve
humanity, recalling some of the developmental
strides of his administration as 2* Vice-Chancellor
ol the University, despite inadequate Tunding
occasioned by the inmtroduction of Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAF) by the then Military
Grovernment.

“By April next year, | hope to gather my friends and

PAGE 3

well-wishers to formally inaugurate the Chair
during the World Malaria Day celebration. 1 feel 1
should do something to thank God for keeping me
alive. | don't need to do it by cooking rice which will
nod last more than w day, but to endow this Chair to
serve humanity throwugh sostained research that
would provide services to tackle malarin—a disease
that infect and affect all of us,” the former Vice-
Chancellor promised.

Reacting to the Cookev's public-spiritedness, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka, who
acknowledged that the University had not done

R-L: V=C, Prof Afienka, proposed Chair Occupart, Prof Ebong, 2 V-C, Prof Cookey
and Director, CREM, Prof Akaranta

Dateline

Cookey Endows Chair On Malaria Studies

much to appreciate him and others, who rendered
selfless services at the foundation of the Institution,
praised the former Vice-Chancellor for aecepling to
continue to support the University which he had
committed himsell to develop, disclosing  his
administration’s plans to celebrate past Viee-
Chancellors and Principal Officers, who had put in
their best towards the growth of the University since
its inception in 1975,

“1 appreciate what you passed through in the course
of laving a strong foundation for the growth of the
University. The legacies vou and others left in the
up-building of the University are there for all of us to
see; they cannot be easily forgotten,” Professor
Ajienka assured his host, disclosing that the final
copy of the Trost Deed on the new Chalr would be
specdily concluded for signing by the parties,

Ta be known as “Sylvanus L 8. Cookey Professor of
Malaria Stndies,” the Chair which would be
occapled by Professor Omotayvoe Ebong as ploncer
Occupant, would have a Management Committee
that would inclode the Viee-Chancellor or his
nominee; Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Hesearch and
Development); Dhrector, Centre for Research
Management: a nominee of Professor Cookey and
Dean of the host Faculty, while the Chair Occupant
would serve as Secretary.

“The Chair Occupant shall hold office for a term of
four vears in the first instance and shall be eligible
for re-appeintment for subsequent terms of three
years at the discretion of the Management
Committee. Other members of the ."iluliugl'lm.'lll
Committee shall hold office for a term of three years
amd shall be eligible for re-appointment ai the
discretion of the appointing/nominating body.” the
Deed vead in part.

F I Yhe already  overcrowded cap of Dr
Emmanuel !".ghln_:ull has been adorned
with vet another golden feather in Far away

MNew Orleans, Louisiana, USA. The prestigious

award was this time from the Secicty of Petroleam

Engineering International (SPEL, which bestowed

its highest honour and award on the foremost

Petroleum Engineer, Teacher., Technocrat amd

Elder Statesman, Dr Egbogah, who was a Special

Addviser to the President on Petroleam Matters.

Dr Eghogah’s outstanding contributions ta SPE

and the Petroleum industry qualified him for the

merit award that was conferred om him at the

Fresident's Luncheon/SPE Annual Technical

Conference and Exhibition held on Toesday, 1"

October, 2013 at New Orleans,

The former Adviser on FPetroleam Matters was

cited for rendering distingnished service fo

country and humanity, following a glittering
career in the oil sector as a worthy pioneer,
operator, investor, teacher of teachers and
philanthropist. Egbogah was credited with serving
in diverse |lia|lz1_-.|.~r:iﬂ| and :u]s'nln‘lt :':llim.'l'ﬁl.'\ atl
home and abroad—especially between 2007 and

011,

The auther and coauthor of 94 technical papers

and twa  books, F.glulg.‘lh recetved the SPE

Distinguished Membership in 1995, the SPE Asia

Pacific Regional Service Award in 1"98 and the

Millennium Award in 1999 from the SPE Migerian

Couneil.

In recognition of his distinguished Service to his

fatherland, the Federal Government of Nigeria

conferred Dr Egbogah with the Mational Honour

of Cfficer of the Order of the Niger (O0N) in 2006,

including several other awards by diverse

organizations in recognition of his excellent public

By Williams Wodi

service carcer. A member of several professional
and learned socicties, Dir Egbogah is corrently SPE
Director for the Aflrica region,

His numerasus philanthropic gestures include
sizable endowments in the Universities of
Ibadan and Port Harcourt, including
scholarships at the Noamdi Azikiwe
University, Awka. Dr Eghogah is the sole
sponsor of the Emerald Energy Institute
for Petroleum Economics, Policy and
Strategic Studies at the University of
Port Harcourt. He was amongst 33
distinguished persons so honoured this
year, while 18 others were conferred with
the Distinguished Membership of SPE.
Reacting to the award, the Vice-Chancellor,
& 'I lemka,
congratulated Dr Eghogah for what he
described as a landmark achievement,
recalled that the foremost Petrolenm
Engineer was recently appointed an
African Ambassador mediating
on the oil dispute hetween
Sudan and South Sudan.

“I wish to particularly
thank Dr Eghogah
adopting UniPort as a
great friemd and
benefactor. He has becomae
a world citizen and we wish
this great MNigeria and
African Statesman well in
his future endeavours,”
Professor Ajicnka said.

He used the opporfunity to
announce that the next

|"r-|||‘-4.'\.\.ur |III'\I.'III"I Li] II“

for

Expert-in-Residence would be distinguished

Stanford Scholar, Professor
Amos Nur, adding that
the featr was made
possible through
the contacts of Dr
Egbogah. He
expressed
gratitude to Dr
Eghogah for his
sustained
interest im the
1|i,'1. 1,'||||:|II||'||I of
the University.

Dr Eghogah
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Ojukwu Enriches African Literary

Criticism With New Book

By Humphrey Ogu
Senior Lecturer im the Department of

English Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Dr

Chinyelu Ojukwn, has edited a well-
researched anthology of essays, titled: “Critical
Issies in African Literatire: Twenty-First Century
and Beyond”, therehy contributing to the growing
corpus of African literary criticlsm at a time of
seeming drought in the subject area.
The 14-chapter book, divided into five parts, covers
theary, poetry, drama, fictlon, gender studies and
oral traditions, with contributions from such notable
literary eritics as  Professors Charles Nnolim,
Chinyere Nwahunanyva, Chioma Okpara, Chidi
Maduka, J.OWL Mwachubkwu-Agbada, Chidi Ikonne,
Akachi Ezeigho and Molara Ogundipe, who wrote
the preface.
(riher contributors to the well-packaged book
published by the University ol Port Harcourt Press
include: Ciarunji Chesaina, HBlessing Diala-
Ogamba, Joseph Muleka from Kenyva, as well as
younger schalars of Migerian exiraction, such as
Orveh Oin, Margaret Mutsukpo and Emma Ngwaoke.
Explaining her motivation for publishing the
ullhnlug"r of CRENYVE, Ujuli'nu. wha edited the wark,
suid: “When | sent out Call for Papers, what | had in
mind was to capture African Literature in the 20
amd 217 eenturies and beyond, That explains the title
of the book, The book is all encompassing as it
covers different sspects of African Literatare,”™
The one=time Acting Head of Department noted that
publishing is onc of the major challenges facing
African Liternture today, expressing delight that
“young people are writing some robuest fiction in the

here are strong indications that the Tour-

maunth-old strike netion embarked uwpon by

members of the Academic Staff Union of
Universities (ASUL) may be called off this week, if
everything goes as expected by the negotiating
teams on both sides of the divide.
Hupe rose an the resolution of the protracted sirike,
following a 13-hour marathon meeting between
President Gomdluck Jonathan and the Executive of
ASUL at the Presidential Villa last Tuesday.,
The Union Executive, led by its National President,
Dr MNasir Fagge, emerged from the protracted
meeting in what Aso Rock watchers described as a
cheerful mood, which indicated that the talks may
have gone very well to the satisfaction of both
parties that nivw appear willing
o drow the curtain on the

hallowed traditlon lald by the founding fathers of
Afriean Literature; even when there Is a lot of room
for improvement. That is why we have people lke
Chimamanda Adichie, who enjoyved excellent
publishing and distribution services. Her works are
receiving rave reviews around the world. But some
other young writers don't have such opportunities of
getting their works published by reputable
publishing houses.

“npart from publication and distribution, another
challenge facing younger writers has to do with the
eoonomy. A hungry man doesa’l enjoy  poetry.
Similarly, vou can'l do research when yvou're hungry
or ulhupp}'. You need an Eﬂ.hlil‘l.'g environment o
explare your potentials as an author or thinker.
This is why anly few persons responded o my call
for papers. Omly the already established scholars
responded; the younger ones are busy working
to meet their domestic needs.  Hunger
impairs creativity. It is only when peaple f
are able to feed themselves and provide S
their daily needs that they can create
quality works of the imagination,” she
saiiel,

“Apain, we don't have the kind of
libraries we had in the past, where one
could decide to bury onesell in the workd
of books, That is no lenger the case teday
as peaple are essentially precccupied

with cconomic sarvival instinct in a * ﬁ ﬁ
utilitarian setting that measures success ’IJ ’

through the prism of material
acquisition,” Ojukwuo added.
The Editor, whao is also a playwright and

actress with a sereenplay, Memories and " "‘\_--

Fisiens and a mumber of television plays to her eredit,
inclading a one-time NTA series: “The Sunny Side of
Life”, ereated by Patrick ltyvohegh in the 1980s,
deseribed establishment of the Institute of Arts and
Culiure by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka as a “Tantastic step in the right direction,™
She alse praised the Port Harcourt Book Festival,
deseribing it as an avenue to reawaken the reading
calture in the conntry.

(/5 S A
\* \ gr ﬂjﬂk?{ﬂ l’ \ j:":

Hope Rises On End To ASUU Strike

By Williams Wodi

sirike action that has dealt a major blow to higher
ellucation i:||1h|,'|:||u1'|l1':p'.

Emerging from the meeting that also included Yice-
President, Mamadi Sambo, Finance Minister and
Coordinating Minister of the Economy, Dr. Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala, Supervising Minister of Education,
Chielf Nyesom Wike, Minlster of Labour and
Praductivity, Chiel Emeka Wogu, Secretary o the
Ciovernment of the Federation, Anyvim Pius Anyim,
the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) and Trade
Union Congress ( TUC), amengst others, Fagge told

anxlonsly-walting journalists that the ASUU
delegation would table the terms of what was agreed
upHn Beelore its branches nation-wide, belore a linal
decision can be resched (o end the strike, which has
paralyzed academic ac in Federal and State
povernment-owned universities nation—wide.,
Fagge led a delegation, comprising Professors
Biodun Ogunyemi, Vietor Osodeke, Suleiman
Abdul, Dr Victor Ighum and Mr Michael
to the parley thai tasked the
nepotinting skills of bath M, President’s team amd
the Union leaders,

Very relinble sources at the meeting ground assared
prying jomrnalists that it was enly a matter of time
before students would be called back to their
classrooms and laboratories. It was further
gathered that the Federal Government would
commit M1.1 trillion to the tertiary education in the
nest five VENTS, which would work owt af N210
billion annually te tackle the rot in the higher
cducational system—beginning from 2014,

“We now have a message from Mr. President to onr
members," the ASUL President said, pointing out
that the secretly-guarded message would he
delivered o members, o énable them take a
decision on the contentions sirike that has h.rFH
students at home for so leng. Similarly, Laboar
Minister, Wogu, nssured all stakeholders that
Government and the public had great expectations
onm a speedy end to the strike actionm, urging
Nigerlans to be patient with the Unijon leadership as
it consulis with its members,

UniPort Weekly learnt thai the discussion centred an
the contentious 2009 Aprecment befween the Union
and the Federal Government represented by o high-
poawered negotiating team led by Deacon Gamelicl
Omosode,

Ohlunnoraye
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Vew Clueienran, UDAS Board of Governors, Prof Tkimale i 3rd left), immediate pass Choirman, Prof alghe, Principal, Mr Anefe and other Board Members

ematle
Represen
tative im

L he new
Governing
Couneil of the
University, Professor
Juhn Tkimalo, has
assumed duty as
Chairman, Boeard of Governors of the University
Demonstration secondary School {UDES). He took over
from Professor John Otaighe of the Department of Pure
and Industrial Chemistry, College of Matural and
Applied Sclences, who served as a Member of the last
Gaverning Council.

Speaking at a formal hand-over ceremony which
preceded the inauguration of the 90" Board Meeting of
the Schaol held at the Library Building, penultimate
Wednesday, the new Board Chairman, praised
Professar Otaighe for transforming the School within a
veur, stafing that “within o short period of fime,
Professor (takghe has dome very well as Chalrman of the
Baoard, We have to consalidate on his schicvements t
mike UDSS a model Secondary Schoal in Rivers State
and bevond.™

Frifessor IKimalo, who dischsed plans to pariner the
Faculty of Education to advance learning in the School,
expressed hope that the Facalty would make more input
to the Schoal through regular training and re-training of
stufT for enhanced productivity, “We want to reinforee o
strong partnership with the Faculty of Education so that
UDNSES would serve as a laboratory or theatre for the
Faculty, just as the University af Port Harcowor
Teaching Hospital (UFTH) is strongly affiliated to the
University,” he explained.

The new Board Chairman pledged to expand the
Computer Laboratory and incrense the number of

org Amadi, UniPori Brsimexs NSchool:
I think the Repistry Deparimeni is waorth
eglchrating. The day provided an appoartunity for

self-appraisal that enabled ws to evaluate our
perTermance o the job, I alse provided a time (o char
the way forward for the University. [ look forward to
maore suecessful celehratinns,

(elimrta Chetinadee, Collepe of Healeh Sciences:

1t Feels good to celebrate the Second Registry Day in the
histury of the University. | wish to commend the efforis of
the Registrar, Mrs Matilda Mnodim, for initiating the idea
of & Reghstry Day celebration, which provided a platform
lor stall of the Department ts appraise our personal and
collective efforts and alse fo deliberute om the way
forward for our University. Let me also commend the
Planning Committee for putting up a wonderful event

..Parents To Donate 40KVA Plant

By thikor Samuel

camputers which his predecessor purchased through his
sitting allowances, stressing the imporiance of computer
literacy Im the new world of information amd
communication techmology that would emable students
mieet the demands of most institutions which now adopt
Computer—Based Test (CET) in their examinations,
“Woe would put measures in place to achieve 100 per cent
pass rate all the time, It would be recalled that we made
Y9.5% puss in the Basic Education Certilicale
Examination (BECE) and 100% pass in the Senlor
Sched Cerdificute Examinotion. We also mude TN
pass in Mathematies, English Language, Christian
Religious Studics and Government. Unfortunately, we
did mef make miach of those suctesses in the séiences
passibly, due to lack of laboratorics amd so we will
strengihen capacity of stall and students in the sciences
for greater performance,” Professar Ikimalo said,
commending the students for their discipline and
sanltary conschousness,

Reascting to the encomiums showered on him, the
immediate past Chairman, Professor Otaighe, who
exprossed gratitude far the fraternal relationship he
emjoved with stall, students and parenis, descrilsed his
experience as warm, cordial and productive, stating that
even thowgh he initially met some challenpes arising
from disunity among some staff, his administration
succeeded in nipping the wely trend in thie boed.
“1I am humbled and moved by your

show  of

Staff Speak On Registry Day Celehration

Following last Tuesday's Second Registry Day celebration in the University,

commendation lor
my little
contribulions to the
development af the
School. Please give
the same support to the new
Chuirman, who is eqquually
cxperlienced im
sdministration and has the necessary contacts to take
the School to greater heights,” he added.

Alsa speaking, the Principal, Mr Ogechi Ancle, thanked
the immediate past Chairman for his support iowards
the growth of the Schesl. He welcomed the new
Chairmon, sssuring him of toftal suppart of stafl,
students and parents as he seftles down 0 work.
Gaoodwill messages were presented by stafl, students
and the Parcnt-Teacher Association (PTA),
represented by Mr Fidelis Weleria; Heads Boy and
Giirl, Elemn Ciodspower and Hadiance Onw, and Mr
Jones Avuwn, respectively.

Meanwhile, parents of boarding students have set the
necessary machinery in motion to provide a 40KVA
power penerating plunl in serve as an altermative
sipuree of electricity Tor the School. Rising from a
meeting attended by over 400 of them at the
Multipurpese Hall of the School, penultimate Sunday,
the parents agreed to contribute NE000LOD cach to
purchase the equipment before the next session,

The parents, wha grocisasly sccepted (o purchase the
plant estimated at N5 million, commenced the
contributhon with over 40 of them paying instantly. The
Principal, Mr Anele thanked them for their continued
patronage, promising that the School would equally
continoe to render oplimal services to ensare il lnys a
strong loundation for the studenis (o stand on as they
prepare to farther thelr education.

UniPort Weekly Correspondent, ETHEL TIMI-JOHNSON, spoke to some

staffofthe Department on the significance of the event.

Fradelis the-Fabika, Acadesric Planming Unin

I was am excellent celebration with uselal Jessons bearnt
thut could enhance one's performance and eMiciency on
the job, It was an exciting gathering of mon-teaching staff
of the University, Interestingly though, it also throws a
challemge al us as stallto brace up to mseel te demands sl
e e,

Mrs Chinda

Leyira Nuutaw, Bamanga Tukir Ivstirate for Fnreraarivmal
Tirrale rared Develorarems:

Today's celebration wias o huge sonooss, This second
Registry Day eelehration was better planned than the firse
one, thanks to the Planning Committer for a job well
dame. 1 am leoking forward o an even bigger and better
celebration next year, all things been equal.
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UniPort Gets World Bank Grant

Cont*d from pl

awarded the grant in the eategory of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM).

A statement signed by the Coordinator of
Communications and Information Technolagy
Department of AAU, Abigail Nyamson,
disclosed that seven universities in Nigeria were
lucky recipients of the coveted awards to pursue
researches in health, agriculture, science and
engineering. The swccessful Nigerian
universities are: Redeemers University, Mowe,
Ogun State for health, African University of
Science and Techmnology, Abuja for STEM;
Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta,
Ogun State for Agriculture; University of Jos,
Plateau State for health; University of Benin,
Edo State for health and University of Port
Harcourt, Rivers State for S TEN.

A farther breakdown of the figures shows that
wniversitics in Ghana got three grants, while
Benin Republic, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
Senegal and Togo got one grant each. It would be

¥

L-E: DV-C (R&D), Prof Bene Willie Abbey, Director, CREM, Prof Onyewuchi Akaranta, Provost, College of Engi Ht’t"ﬂ:ﬂ_ﬂ,
Prof Dulu Appah and Director, IPS, Prof Mike Onypekonwu

recalled that the ACE Project Coordinator,
Professor Jonathan Mba led a high-powered
delegation comprising the Managing Director of
Bothe University, Botswana, Professor Sheela
Raja Ram, President Ewropean Universitics
Association (EUA), Professor Maria Helena
Mazare and Professor of Mathematics at the
University of Michigan, USA., Nkem Khumbrah
1o assess the preparedness of the Universily Lo
mount the programme on Friday, 18° Octoher,
2013,

A visibly delighted Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Joseph Ajienka, expressed gratitude to the
Project Steering Committee and the AAL for
extending the grant to the University, promising
that the purpose for which it was made would be
realized to attract further grants to the
University.

Said he, “1 am very enthused to receive news of
such an important grant to this University for
which we remain eternally grateful to the
Almighty for his abundant grace in secing our
proposal through. This grant confirms us as an
African Centre of Excellence in  Ovilficld

Chemical Studies and the IPS as an African
Centre of Excellence in Petrolenm Studies. Ltis a
very fitting development as we prepare o
celebrate the Institwte at tem vears of
uninterrupted academic activities.

“We dedicate this grant to TOTAL E& P Limited
for the company’s novel innovative thinking in
higher education in Nigeria. 1 also wish to
dedicate it to our 5" Vice-Chancellor, Emeritus
Professor Nimi Briggs for his foresight, wisdom
and resilience in establishing the 1PS in 2003,

“1 wish to thank all the line officers, who worked
very hard to make the grant possible against
serious competition from other institutions. This
monumental achievement calls for gratitude to
the Almighty and celebration,” the Viece-
Chancellor said. He specially thanked the
Deputy VYice-Chancellor {(Hesearch and
Development) Professor Bene Willie Abbey and
the Director of the Centre of Research

Management, Professor Onyewuchi Akaranta
and the Faculties of Enginecring and
Agriculture for working hard to make the grant
possible,




November 11 - November 18, 2013

GUIDE

Professor Omowumi [ledare, Emerald Energy Institute, appointed
Director of the Institute. The appointment which is for a period of
four years terminates 30" October, 2017,

Dy Prince Mmom, Department of Geography and Environmental
Management, Faculty of Social Sciences, proceeded on a one-year
Sabbatical Leave, effective 1" November, 2013 to 31° October, 2014,
Dy Ekpenyong Otu, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, proceeded on a one-year Sabbatical Leave to SPDC,
effective 1° November, 2013 to 31" October, 2014,

Professor B.E. koli, Department of Plant Science and
Biotechnology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, College of Natural
and Applied Sciences, granted a one-year Remewal of Contract
Appointment, effective 1° February 2014 to 31" January, 2015,

STUDY LEAVE

Mrs Blessing Odogwu, Department of Plant Science and
Biotechnology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, College of Natural
and Applied Sciences, preceded on a three-year Study Leave with
Pay to enable her pursue a Doctoral degree at Makerere
University, Uganda, effective October 2013 to October 2016.

Dr @. E Jackreece, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, proceded on a five-month Study Leave with Pay at the
University of Morth Texas (UNT), Denton, United States of
America, effective January to May 2014,

Professor Edith Elenwe, Department of Plant Science and
Biotechnology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, College of Natural
and Applied Sciences, granted a one-year Formalization of
Appointment in the Department of Wildlife and Forestry, Faculty
of Agriculture as Adjunct Professor.

Director, Emerald Energy Institute, Professor
Omowumi lledare, has been appointed as the Chirora
and Emmanuel Egbogah Distinguished Professor of
Petrolewm  Economics, Policy and Stravegy. The
Distinguished Professorship would facilitate research
and development in Petroleum Economics, Policy and
Strategy. The Chair Occupant would liaise with the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Development)
forimmediate take-ofl of activities,

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MGT
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By Mercy Adenifi
ma bid to reposition the Registry Department
towards elMective service delivery, the
Hegistry Department argamisod i secomnid

edithon of the Reglstry Day with the theme: The
2" Cemtury Registry in an Emergent Ecowenry:
Chalfemges and FProspects™, beld at the Elbitimi
Bamnigo Awditerinm, penuliimate Tecsday.
Presemting her address, Reglstrar of the
University, Mrs Matikda Noodim recalled ihat
durimg the last maiden address to the Registry
siulT, she omilined some areas which she Felt were
relevamt in the goest for repositioning  the
Deparinient, which inclwded re-awakeming the
LUniPort Bragch of the Assockation of Nigerian
Umiversity Frofessional Administrators (ANUPA)
and empawering the siafl Development Unit far
appressive iraining programmes, revesling that
propress wos ongeing in that respect.
Mrs Nnodim, who stressed the need for Registry
stalT to make themselves relevant in the sysiem
irrespective of their ranks, appealled (o stall o
alwavs display professionalism i the way they
approach their job sehadules. “We mast be able o
develap standards and take pride im the quality of
our wark. The University is hecoming dynamic in
s warys of thimking. planning nnd implemenistion
of idess. We must repasition surselves to fit infe
thee mew way ol doing things™, she appealed.
Exchanging views with Uwifor Weekdy, shortly
alter the evemt. Mis Dibia Odimalko, Registrar,
Hivers State Linkversity of Science amd |echmaslogy
{RSUST), commended the Registrar of the
University of Part Harcoart, Mrs Nnodim and the
Registry staff for storting smd sustninimpg the
event.
“We learn everyday; | have come to wilness this
and | think this wouald be introdeced in my
University, Evien though, we have workshops and
semimars, we have nol actually tagped any a8 a
Registry day, but from
what we have seen
here, 1 think we
wounld take a
oue”.
Mrs Cxlimale,
who praised the
Reglastry
[repartment  of
the University nf
P owort

FORECAST FOR PORT HARCOURT AND ENVIRONS FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 10 - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER, 16, 2013

DATE TEMPERATURE | HUMIDITY | WIND [RAIN | SUMRISE AND SUMMART
HI L [L°] MRECTION lum) | SUMSET
=] (aml [Pl

E'LE‘:-‘&I} 1a D |68 NE 94 618 &1} | Thunderstorm expecied late in the duy. Day expected in be

Y 1 mastly cloudy and bot.
MONDAY 33a 40 B NE (L] B9 6213 | Widely seaft ered thanderstorm expected. Parily sunny
1L ) and hot duy predicied.
uﬂﬂ na M0 | 68 NE 164 | 6% 6l3 | Strong thunderstorm expecied. Day predicted fo be partly

" chondy and hat,
WEDNESDAY, | 320 Ha 4 E ;!.1 6:1% 613 | Thunderstorm expected carly in the day. Mostly chindy

. ! and warm day forecasied.

THURSDAY, | 320§ il I KE |48 0% #:l4 | Widely scattered thunderstorm expected. Mostly cloudy
bt b and warm day predicied.
m a 30 n N RS | &9 G:ld | Thunderstorm expecied. Mar ¢ chonds than sun expecied.

¥ | Dhay forecasted being warm.
HATURDAY, | 3300 pat] kL NE 14T iz 14 | Widely scatbered thunderstor m expected with ocowrrences
bt i | of biroken clonds. Dy expecied being warn.

SANDRA NWABUFO PROF SAMUEL AROKOYU

DIRECTOR, (CDRMDS)

Visiting Registrars Commend
UniPort Registry Day Initiative

INewsAXfra

Harcomrt,
snid, =1
think this

i oo good

develop

ment, |

congratul

ate all of
vou. My
mdvice to
Registry stafl
is for them to
be dedicated

and rise
Aap o
thelr
respansib
ilities and
he prood
af the
wark

they are
duing™,
Repistrar, lgnatius Ajurn University of

Education, M Dken Adicle, said, =W hove lenrmi
o bt From the Lecture und what we hove seen here,
We mre going to put into practice a mumber of
Uhings we have learnl and seen here, 1 conmmend
Registry Department of the University of Port
Hargmwrt; they have really gone far, As Tor my
University, we do mot have a Reglstry Day, hat
oo whint wee have seen here teday, we wanld take
o e amd see hiow we con build copacity in owr ewn
institution™.

In her comtribution, Registrar, College of Arts and
Seiemee, Mrs Georging Bemwoke, who  also
comgratulated the Registry Depariment,
deseribed the event &5 a unbjue socasion, painting
ot that “as the name Unbque Unipart is, so0 b the
secasinn we witnessed.

“The Registry Day is an eveni which brings the
Registry stafl together to give them a sense of
belmging and direction. | think the day is a
highbight of activities here in the University. The
College, where | eaiine Irom. Hegistry Day iS5 one
ihing my stafl and the earire College loak wp to
eviery vear, We are loaking forward to the fourth
i fifth celehration, Every year, we hring guest
speakers to lecture us on issues thot cemtre on
wilministration. It has always been an exciting
mumeent  for them, both psychologically and
wllverwine”, she said.

Mrs Benweke disclosed that this vear's Kegistry
Praw b her College would hald betvween the second
il the third week of ¥ovember, 2003, pramising
that the Day would be very educative amd
renarding for members of staff and the general
public. She congrotuluted the Regisiry siafT of
Unilfort For their efforts, appealing to them net to
relent.

“HKeep the Nag Mying amd ensure that sendority is
mbvtalngd. Ensure that communlcation flows
from top to hattom, becanse the only way up s
dowm. You must humble voarselves to be able to
get to the top.” she mlvised.

Mrs Benwoke
RIVCAS
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UPWA Unveils Multipurpose Hall Project

s part of efforts aimed at expanding activities at the Gladys Cookey
International Daycare and Nursery Schools, the University of Port Harcourt
Women Association (UPWA), laid the foundation stone of a two-storey Multi-
purpose Hall with provision for office spaces, primary school, auditorium and a
computer centre, amongst other facilities. Pictures below as captured by HEADMAN
ALU show highlights of the event.

l-{_ J"Mf.fm‘rp.h Afremka, m'mpam'rd by DV {Kevearch un.n‘ J'Mu;ur'nu i"'m_l.l"ﬁr'nr Willdp-Abivey, Mz Afienka giving a .v;wﬂ'h R
Birector of Works, Jubril inede, welconed by Chairman, Board of (eovermars af Umiversity emonstration e p.ru:um.'ﬁn' building
£'PHA President, Mrx y Ajfirmin Frimary Schoot, Or (Mmaime Vdtoehe and Wr lnedde

1,\%« -'F;w“‘“"iﬁ' Tas Fregges

Prrarm),rar off e prropased  UPHA v.l'de'n:. Mrs Affenke and other
menlitpurpose hall nﬂl‘r..l’ul: f.mn!' the V-C 1o the prq{nr iffe

f-er-lrIH} Prof Echetberr Nawka, .P.'I‘H_J'!'I.I fu.ru'mmr Mr H_rmmr]r Hmﬂ.'ﬁu of Hytech Vo, f-".'ruf-.‘dﬁﬂniu laying the
I "lﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁﬁ and Dwiversity Brersar, Mr Vitalis Aliezi {alibinf r;qu'mnmgulpﬂurm the V-, Prafessor Afienka Sounadation for the project
; — T

Vo, Prof Ajienka (mniddle) : U'PWA President, Mrs Ajienka r’Ma']'ej ~ Kenior ;'J_ﬂ'i'sm af the University, Prof and Mrs
farked by UPWA Executive with other EXCO members Afiewka, UPWA EXCQ in a group photagraph
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