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onsuliani Haematologist ai the
University of Port Harcourt
Teaching Hospital (UPTH),

Professor Oseikhuemen Ejele, has
described blood transfusion as a key part of
modern healthcare worldwide, stressing
the need for individeals to imbibe the
culture af hlood donation to save lives as is
the practice in developed countries.

Ejele, who made the remark while
delivering the 85" Inaugural Lecture titled:
“ Blood Sacrifice—IHow Saving ! “at Ebitimi

i

W
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Blood Transfusion Key To

Modern Healthcare ~rror Ejeie

By Humphrey (gu

=Winister

called for the creation of a MNational Blood
Service Authority in line with standard
recommendation of the World Health
Organization and other international
blood transfusion agencies.

“What is needed to achieve the objective of
blood safety in Nigeria is for government to
approve establishment of a National Blood
Service Authority, Agency or Commission,
with full service and regulatory powers.
Legal empowerment and financial support
for the Commission will be required and is
hereby advocated,” he stated, citing the
National Action for the Control of Acguired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome—AIDS and
National Agency for Food and Drug
Administration Contrel (NAFDAC) as
examples of suecessful regulatory bodies
that are of immense benefit to the conntry,
As a measure to save lives of patients who
could die due to non-availability of hlood,
Ejele said: “we implore all of you in this

Banizgo Auditorinm, last Thursday, also

il
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ON THE 28™

e 28" Convocation Ceremony of
the University af Port Harcouid has
come and gone, leaving an echoe of

resewnding ifts
rrail—especially for all those whe dutifally made valuable
contribations in diverse ways to pall through whal was, perhaps, ane
ulf he besr Hl'j;:f.lif:wf Fvenm of hhis l“l“‘"‘liﬁ.\. While we awail f.fh'
inevitable past-martem of the Ceremany, it may not be out of place fo
state that the ability of authorities of the University to pull off sauch an
elaborate spectucle is ample testimony of vur emergent capacity o run
rhimgs the right way.
The .F.uuTJ-fqr o the Cemvecalion, wiich .h'q-kw.farr_ﬂ' with @ well-
aftended Media bricfing by the Vice-Chancellor, Prafesser Joseph
jienka, climaxed on Saturday, 25 April, 2002, with the award of
Certificates, First and Migher Degrees, Including Posigraduare
Diplomas o a vl of 5,756 gradwates from nine Faculties. A major
highlight of this year's Convecation is the conferment of Honorary
Degrees on three distinguished personalivics, who are adjudged 1o
have made invaluable contributions io the University, fatherland and
humanity; pamely, Dr Eghers Imomoh, Dr Avedo Peterside and Dr
{lex Chi.
The bouniiful harvest of 98 Doctor of Philosophy Degrees is a pointei
fo the increasing capacity of the University (o engage in high-impact
research in diverse flelds of human endeavonre. It alse marks our
emergence as an Entreprenenrial University thar @5 research-
intensive; where research meets  business and  enferprise in
.Flanlu"t 'u'r:g i r:'r.rH'rJ'J'_T au;.f i lh"'n{.ﬂ-ﬂil. TJ'H" I ﬁ 'q-'nl: '.Flan :':'”ur'\ ;;J.Lfn_-'u
ritled, “The New UNIPORT: The Making of an Emfrepreneurial
University ™, is a forward-looking document that clearly pointed fo the
new direction in which the University ix headed as it strives to forge
that critical symbiotic relationship between town and gown; between
classrowim theory anid indistry praciice in fulfilmest of i statifory
mvarmalafe fie Sorciely,
In a wacit acknowledgment of the momenious developmental sirides
recorded by the University in is recent history, the Visitor and Nawber
(ne Alumnus, President Goodluck Jonathan, praised the Professor
Ajienka-ted Adminisreation for charting a wew gntrepreneurial vision
and capacity-building thet have improved the guality of graduates.
Speaking through the Honourable Minister of Education, Professor
Rugayyatu Rufa'i, the President weged Manugement and Governing
Council of the University to intensify effores aimed af trans forming iy
beloved Alma Mater into a first choice destination for the best in
ifrica and bevond, Wife of the President, Dame (v} Patience
Jonathan, herself a disiinguished Alumnus could not disguise her
admiration for the giant sirides recorded by her Alma Mater under the

Y¥NCCESE on

UNIPORT Students Sparkie At SPE Competition
«..As Senate Holds 384" Meeting Ma

By ihikor Samuel

iwe stdents of the Facaliyv ol Eaghneering, wlia
|i|'|F|'\|'III|'|| ihe Umiversiiv at a
Fetrogu iz organieed by the

Fetroleam
iSFE). Niperin

ta 217 April, 2002
Seciety of
Engincers
Council,
emargeid
Firni

Wi mier in |14rrl.||'..|.||' in
- af
LT

Ammual
Eahi
Lugusl

Srate

campetitian held ot the University of La=os from 19

A Letter to the Vice-Chancellor, Prolesor Joseph
Ajbenka. sepmed by Chalrmaan, SPE. Nigeria Conncil
(200172002, Engr lkechukwn (lafor and obisined
by UNIPORT Weekly, revealed that the Society
wonld spomsor twn eminees from the U niversity

the lorthooming

Ilmiernailonsl
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= il F'
- N L= m@@___y’ﬁrﬂm: {dministration.
&Em@w"gh The panache with

which rhe
authorities pulled off the 287
Convacation shows that the University of Port Harcourt has, indeed,
come of age. Alva, the investitire of four distinguivhed intellectual
':_-f'r.Hih av I mierin f"l'uh"uu.l.l'\ i jnrl’.i.lr'r J':'\J'J:i.rlrﬂrj il iiir L::u-.l'nu.f
infusion of a wradiion on the foundation of the University as
envisaged by the founding futhers, The cream of society that gathered
fo witness the very impressive investiture ceremony of the new
wcademic Field Marshalls enlogised the vision of the Vice-Chancellor
i r('(rrg!:l-jlr;: .rﬁq_"rl'.f tHM.r :.fJ'\ﬂ'rrj;ul'du‘J 'u'h'i-:'q' ﬂ_l' Hn:'
Emeriti Professars Nimi Briggs, (Wonti Nduka, Emmanuel Anosike
and Samuel Okivwelu, would ever remain grateful to this Usiversity for
recogrizing their aelievemenis in their lfetime, Ovler institiutions are
alre ';u-'_rl’ul:h;; r.l'l'du:n.". cre froe s dm this direciion,
Another beaiwtiful angle to the 28 Convocation was the Chancellor's
Dimner ar which some celebrated movers and shakers of the Nigerian
home video indusiry, popularly known as Nollvwood were honoured
af Hovel Presidential for bringing immense pride and honour fo their
Alma Mater. It was, indeed, a galaxy of stars that took to the red carpet
to receive dive recognition for their vears of éxplofts in the movie
industry. Most of the award recipients openly confexsed that the
honowr done them by their beloved Alma Maier represenied a
witershed in their showbiz career so far. The novel Research Fair
under the Office of the Deputy Vice-Charncellor (Research and
.f}qfl':'frr;rmrnn u"rq-:'ﬂqf 1-.'-n.frr|lr\ Hrrﬂn;:krrul’fﬁr q'nﬂ-i'q_-' .-.fur;.llr-rur r:_.l' Fl'lq"
Convecation. The Fair showcased our Research and Development
and Innovation capability as an emergent Entrepreneuwrial University
that is research-focused. Alse, Staff and students, including
contractors, were honoired for distinguishing themselves in the
u'rw'q '|'-.l,f i.ﬁr i Fity u"r\fr_r f'.li Hr:' h.r\]' il Vel iy o .rlrnH'I.'uJ'frJ Fi fer -Jl’j.rrn fev
emulate their pood exanples.
i e whale, the _"'n'l'l onvocarion € eremony will iy ilirmen i ﬁhl’-u_.
av one aof the best organized evenrs of that magnitide in the | niversin:
We commend all those who made enormous sacrifices that resulted in
the success of the Convocation, especially the Chairman, Professor
Igho Joe, who had to learn the ropes at very short notice. We commend
the Academic Qffice for its professional documentation af the Order
af Proceedings, including the Security Deparfiment for ensuring law
amid erder af the event, Wy thank the Bursary Department for timely
release of approved funds that facilitated the functiois of the vardous
Nub-Comminees. The Viee-Chancellor deserves the last word of
praise for showing inspiring leadership thay made it all possible.
Brave to all of us!

nw']}rﬁ:irh.

held at the University of Lagos from April 1921,
2012, part of the Letter readl, listing mames of the
students wha represenied the University sa ldis
Isabal, Ekum Blessing, (whondih Anihoeay, Fadevend
Tunji and Eke Emmanucl

In anather develspment, Members of Senate of th
Unlversity have been matified of the 384" Seaste
Aeeting holding so Wednesday, 30 May, 2012 al the
Semate Chambers, University Park. The Resisirar,
Mrs Natilds nodim, Memo disclosed that
Reparts of the Investiture of Emeris Professors on 25
April, as well 2% Imstitutes and Cenires waald be part
of the provisiens] sgends

igeria

Lonleremce and

mhen | NANCE) |||||IIII||_' beiweem & o N
0L at ERo Hovels & Suites, Lagos

Ui bedall of the Seciety of Petrolenm

Engimeers, Nigeria Coumcil, we
hereby  wish
imstitution on her swooess al SPE's
Petriguiz Competition conducted ot
the recently conclsded event: The
Simddent Technieal Conferemce &

Eahibsitlon 1 UNILAG 22
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Wilh
the toplc:
Vigerian Tramsformationel Development Programmnes:
The Tvary Towers, Where Ari Thou® Are ihere
(Appoviunities fo Pick T, the Guest Lecturer, who made a
review of some fundamental povernment policies, stated
ihat lack of commbimeni b sEccesshve governmenis o
Implement laudable blueprings  contributed o the
apparent stagnation of tertiary education in Nigeria,

In whai he descrileed ax dispnostc analyss to the
prolilem of the Ivory Tower, Professor Alolabi, who
traced the orlgin of lesdership (o a practice where those
11} |:|ul.|||1l.||.\ all st hardiy mre expected “ta go forth (o die™
b widirse ol Fuqm'ﬂlnu wngl defending the commen
peogbe, sukd MNigeriom lesders must be prepared to give
Tk Beest b et iright,

cannr Alolabi advised universities to alwavs emgage
r review to priee exeelle wihalars, review
wla b be responsive be current realities, as well as
ghve preference te applivd research which  could
translate into salving societal problems, rather than
facusing stricily on academics, adding thai carrving-
capacity il qnu!il:\. ol students shauld nod be
campromilaed since they wanld turn ool s praduocts of

the svslem,

*It Is elear that the lvory Tower has been largely lefit out
of the recemt MNatiomal Development Programmes
largely due o the circumstances created by
ploblization and the inability of leadership (o respomd
wdequately and prompily to the challenges. Tackling this
problem is guite challenging and complex. It will require
real leadership and adaptive solutions to surmount.”

W'Bank Step-B Project Receive
More Equipment

By Humphrey Ogu

s part of effarts
aimed at enswring
optimization of the Step-B

Project im the University, its spomsors,
World Bank Step-B Cenire of Excellonce in
Infections Diseases and Foanotics, delivercd mone
nperational equipment to the Institution, peoultimaie
Fridlay.

ivigig the Memid od biliall af the University, Direcl

Centre For Medbeal Research and Drsiming (CESMERD) in
the Callege of Health Sclempes, Professer Anthany (Hopand,
who disclosed that the delivery was the thind batch since the
. poimted oul that the project is
well &

commencemnent of the praj
aimed @l Tacilitading culling-edge research, as
* graduaics in the twe parimer ot
Universities of Port Harcourt and Calabar, in line with the
commtry s dirive for scicnor and technalogy and innoyation

(ipanl, who noted that the main thrast of the project i o
v

Amg il

i implementation of research and sponsorship of
treatment 8t adva levels of the Throe Kilber-d
Wouranm o moale floteney Vires {HIY ) and Tobercalosk ( TH)
and Mualarin, disclased thaf sl a later date, we are godng bo
redetve HIYV soreenbig cpuipment. That weuld onable o
serevn LY, Lassa Fever and atlher viral diseases

e,

Mr Edim hamding sver some accessories i DV-C {Admin), Prof Evhelbers Neuka, while Prof (dpani looly on

SGS Public Lecture

Conti —_—
nuing he

said, “The task

heflore real

lradership i la

reclaim the

rightful

prosition of the

Ivery Tawer. A
ol ol creativity

amd ihinking
oul of ihe bax
amd owmi af

tredition conyve
n i i e m
infervenilon
will go & loag
way o siluale
s as winmers
Time 1o moan
ar lameni s
sl This is the

right tme o
CAFrY omr
CTOAECE VETY

wiell amd deal decisive blows fo thowe Bsoes thai had
imbibsited us™,

Vice-UChancellor, Prafeisar Joseph Ajienka, who
siressed the importamce of applied research to the

overall growth of a nation, stated that it was high time

“Frese
T
Umbversiry has o
mer hanim fer ireaning
theer divemses and s we have
o semd patieats oul for screeming.
W ben theie oquipment arrive, we will
b sble 1o handls ssch seroning e,
(Mcpami observed, recalling that the twe pariner
uminersities have bempefitted from the project_ estimated
al abowt S4060_ D,
~Rath wmbocrsities roocived  checleicils power grmeralises,
teb e AR CEpent, imserters, and reoenthy, sifice
cquipment o i wp & cempater laborsiery, sciemce
equipmant. including colorimeters. moltiple amalvrers. which
aids HI'V scvveming im both univervities.” be waid. adding that
~ameng the implemeatation programme s eee spemaseship of
s Mkl admimisrranivg gl of the fwe aaiverifies sn &
brsderuip treiming im the | mited Sistes of Americs and sapph
of mdv snced medicsl wienor equipment
il wpraking. the Proowremeont (HToer. Mir Samue] Edim,
waid “The pasemen of the Project i W Wiy Bl
pillwcaiion W The Coeumiry. As U hwr,
rvervihing pese throsgh me by woy of preouremsent,”
siating the major challenge bin oificr facrs as baving in drive s
bar n Pa
called Tar o

s g irms

& Frocuremsnl

lnag dintance of abeut fve bowry from Ca

HWarcesudd. A 8 way of lackling thal challiage, b

\

devamifabise ol Ieail
cemires fo snably cach of
L1 itn awn

Aecerding to him, ihe
Wemmn  debisered inclade
chairs, svem comspulers,
five Liguid-Crystal
Pisplay §LOCI
Vebevision, sne stamdard
Mipohari , fve Digiial
Videso Disk (DY)
plasers, three Sams
Colaar Printers, feur
Pablic Address Syslems,
five prejects DLP, six
vides recorders,
pProajeciars, sevam
cempuier bags, tables,
chairs, iwn fire
eatimgmishers, Iwenily
wirghess Samvung pheme
amd hackap
BaimeTis.

W &

e Need Gown And Town TOWerS ~1folabi
Con'd from pl

Prof Afolabi banding sver & copy of the Lecrwre to DV-C (REDY, Prof Willie--dbbey. inser: Pl'll_f. Koy, Dea, S5

Dateline

Graduate Students progressed from publicatlon of
research works in Joewrnals to iranslating them inte
direct products to beneflt humanity.

Professor Ajienka, who was represented by Deputy
Viee-Chancellor (Research & Development), Professor
\bbey, deseribed the Scheol of Graduate
Siudies (S6G5) as an incubation centre, where research
could be transformed to meet business and enterprise,
advising Graduate Students to always put in their best,
as well as comply with extant provisions of the School te
attwin desired resulis.

Earflier, in her welcome address, Dean of the School,
Professor Roscline Konva, had stated that the Lecture
was organized to profler solutions to societal problems.
“FPublic lectures are usually organized by the School to
allow cross-fer tion of ideas on academic issues o
propel academiic exvcellence that
connection between dosen and gown,™ she said.

=In the last vear at the School of Graduate Stadies, the
Board has spent me searching for selutions to
problems militating against prompt completion of
programmes by students. This led to the policy on
(hverstay by the Board and approval by Senate at fts
817 Meeting of 297 February, 200 2, That palicy vielded
greal dividend as, for the frst fime, as many o 98
Dectar degrees were prodeced in the last
conyecation,” she added.

“Doctoral Fheves ol our University have become a pool
for boak publication by iernatbonal publishers, Char
semibnar sesslons have become very exciting as senlor
colleagues lsten to presentations by PRI} students, with
panels drawn from Foculties, In this process,
confldence Is imstilbed boto the students,” she addid,
pledging 1o ensure origlnality of research p“|||,'q.'|\ Biy
students

In his geadwill message, Secrelary 1o Blvers Slule
Ceovernment, Mr George Fevil, represented by
Commissioner of Emploviment CGeneration and
Empowerment, Dr Ipaliba Harry, expressed gratitude
e the University Ter what he desc
contribution o the development of
particular and the coantry in general.
“The whole essence of the academia ks 1o nech fwn
and gowiw in 2 mstaally-beneficial ner A
UNIPFORT is on course in this regard.” he said,
applanding the University for producing a unigque
President, who according to him, possesses exceptional
leaders hip fraiis,

Ilighpilinlh of the well-atiended Leciare were
presentation of plagues and decoration of the Guesi
Lecturer, Professor Alulabi angd Guest of Honour, Mir
with the University MaMers, os well ax musical
remditions by UNIPOR T Concent Chaoras,

wanld edhance @©

berel as dts rolvast
the

State in
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28" Convocation Lecture

CampusView

Science & Tech Critical To Economic Transformation -Minister

e Tebepah, NOHMC Chairman

he Homsarable Minister of Science and

Technology, Professar lts Ewa, has called

For thie imtegrution of schence amd lechmslogy,
as well us innovation inte the framework of national
production  precesses throagh requisiic  mangower
development and depboy ment in mwiversitivs.
Prufessar Ews, whe made the call while delivering the
15" Convocation Lecture tithed: =Umiversities and the
Frivate Sector—FPromoting Keavarch and
Eatreprencurial Network for Tramsformation ™,
explalned thar “this integration showld be comrsl s the
imherent contend of governmenl policies in erder o
catalyre proprammes, soch =s the Transfermatioe
dgenda of the current dispensation as encapsulated in
Nigeria's Visbon 20:2020."
The Minister, who pointed owl that this approsch is
partieulurly impsrtmst due (o the evigenclies of glabal
O b competitiveness, imalsle dlevelap i
amd equity comcerms, noted that “universities, as

By Humphrey Ogu

Praf Ewa hamaling ever a copy of the Levtare i the V-0, Prof Affenka
{ v, while Chadrwmam of nocases . Dr Tebepah watches bn admiration

harbingers of innovatien i sclence and techmology,
could play fendameatal reles in the cocation af weallh,
venmnmic growih and improvement of guality of life of
the cilirenry, promising 1o ose his posd allices 1o
encoursge integration of Research and Development
IESI“ﬁl‘ilﬂl!l“ﬁllﬁ‘ﬂmillﬂ'{‘(‘llh“lilﬂ?.

*University education, technological infrastructare, ns
woll sy entreproneurisl skills wre interweven ruedinmenis
mewddid for the tramsformation of Nigeria inte a
knawledge-based soclety,” he streseed, sdding thai
*transforming innovative ideas gemersted by tertiary
institmiions, as well as research instituies inte prodocts,

The Lizard And The Gecko

(An Environmental Integrity And Food Security Do

By Pawl Beridi Nalley

¢ Litard and the Geode B oan lmmeasely
miesnserinag, ier-acihve detu-dramo abeal b
dreams, visksn and mivsios s 3 vouiig compasy oF

emierprise of the same name, sd wp I redres ibe
catasirophic ellects ol environmental degradation and ihe
resabiant ghuhsl climmate chanpe that has bhrowspht abeat
grave food imsecwrity which new threwtems ihe sinbility of
nlinas
The play
Friscipal Parser soccesslully reorsil lour siher young
Faihlimders of great individual character amd promise
Imagimsniva
dislegme, persmssive
characiericration
il hreath-taking
smapense sre the
hallmacrks hai
ke ihe I izard and
ihe Geocko & four de
ferve.

With an evelving

beigins  after Frof amd Sla--Paihiinders—ar

staryline ihreagh
ihiree d ivw pelmaarih
gane stidies 1hal

anlsrm, cducsis amd
emtertaln, the play
deftly catalogmes the
many "fimger primis
&l glohsl climsi

change: risimg
weean/ses levels
delorestation

desertification  smd
mud slides that

irigger quanism

hiimmam misery: (oed shortages, disease sl paverty acroes
T
'The Lizaed and the Sepcke” b abso s gread love siery, os iwe of
lghit schedube and hack
breaking hard work, [l s bove, amd fisd dtme te g
married

Auaplav, “the Lizard and the gecko” irily enusciaies lvow 8
single ddea. such as ihe nne based an the theme somg can he
differemtly developed and precesscil throagh the muli
Taceity of @ smmumnbsaiisns

(hh ves, we'se heard Paml Nalley an occasssss siag, (he

Fheenme vomg alsa tbel: The Lizard amil ihe Geoka
I s Dk whabs:
' Tive lizard and iive gecke
Wie mae e g e fres ey fosem
Tl hpaed e e Foche
Than sodey il goye B ki fonr mwy fomem
The sl amd the alelifiok
* e wadl mlcan ey for my fenoa
The snail and the shellifck
T U Ry g v——
[ Ena ol lvrics)
b werimms question the play Gnally postwlates i "Glodal
CHmads { e

o7 Wkt sy

s renl, bs comseguanees iblre, whai can man

mkind do abauit ¢ his owm, swrvival?

Faud for theught, | dare say’

Editor’s Nofe: This docu-drama was
presented af the Literary Evening
arganized by the Rivers State Chapier
of Association of Nigerian Authors in
honour of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajienka.

Prof Ewa, Convacation Lecourer

processes and services shomld be highly dependent
s sctive participation of the private secter, well-defined
and supporiive govermment poliches, imstituthnal smd
kegal framewarks that will in ture effectively address
1he meeds of the ditirenry and onr national aspiratioss. ™
Ta transform our ecomemy, sccording s him, Nigerian
umiversithes must imterface to re-orlent the focus of
graduates and the counlry (o measares aimed ol
improving technslsgicnl resdimess, enlsrge
techaaloglcal capabilities fo insevate and baild
stronger and dynamic national systems of innovation,
Highlighting the importamce of Research amd
Developient to the wellleing of the nation, he said: *we
the clites need o wnderstand the scademic and RE&T
meeghanbvms critical for transfermation of the nathon’s
reonomy o cremte jobs, gemcrste weallh, redoce
paserty, devebop haman capacithes, attain Milleaniem
Development Geals (MIDGs), inlegrate the conlimenl
imtn the plohal knowledpe coonomy as well a5 make
substantial gailms o our Nigeria Vislom 20:2020
developineni programme.”

In hin welcoming sprech, Viee-{Uhancellor, Frofeaer
Joseph A jlenka, stressed that “we sre trying (o buikd sn
:q.tr\eprrnrurill smiversity, where research mecis
basiness and enterprise at a Technolegy Park and Ars
Village. YWe are trying to develop an entreprenourial
umiversity, where knowledpe is capitalived, ot just
entreprencarial in terms of skills sequisithon, but e we
knawlvdge from rewcarch and develapment 1o oreale
coploymant sppertuniiics as well s wealih,” soliciting
the support of major stakeholders in realizing of ke
visiam.

Al speaking, Chairman of the 3" Convocation
Lacture, Dr Tarilsh Tehepah, wha described the topic of
the Lecture ax o wake-up coll, uadd “the cconmmy bs ke
the Hfellond that swstabng o natien; pressare from the
currenl international market places demiamds that
nafisns and organirstions mest ransform  theic
econnmics or risk being lefit hehind.

[ Tebepah, whse speech was tithed: = Arise Acadomia,
(hwr Time ey Come™, noted that =the United States of
Americn became 8 warkl lesder with the suppart of
Messachusetts lmatitute of Techmslogy, Harvard,
Princeton and other universitics, lang before Silicon
Falley camie into existence, The L nited Kingdom could
not have been a major glebal player without (xford
University, Cambridge, London Scheol of Foonomics
snd (he other research-driven wmiversitics and
palviechndes, We cannot succeed today with ihe way our
bmarinmtiis have been dobing things in the past.”™

Dr Tebepah, whe is also Chairman, Niger Debia
Development Commission (NI, said that “Nigeria
can choose the epthons to jein the expressway of
ereativity fullilment fer institations and citizens, where
lrading nutlons are fghting to remain. Or wie
lsce ihe deprivleg resbliv af couniries ihai &
beggars' lane.”

The Honourabbe Minister had carbler paid a Courtesy
Visit on the Viee-UChancellor amd Principal (Offcers
befare the well-recemved beciure.
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Elijah

| Hope To Be Culture
Minister In Future

-Former Student Union V-P

By Humphirey Ogu

aving successfully passed through Unbguee

UNIPFORT, known te be the breeding

ground for distinguished politicians such as
Prestdent Goodluck Jonathan, Govermor ©
Amacchi of Rivers State and immedinte pm-l
Governor of Bavelsa State, Timipre Sylva, as well as
Mimister of State for Education, Barrister Nyesom
Wike, outgoing Student Union Vice-Presidemt,
Rachael Elijah, savs she hopes to be the Minister of
Culbtwre of Nigeria in the nearest fuiure,
Elijah, who graduwated from the Department of
Religlous and Cuoltaral Studbes, disclosed  her
ambition in a chat with UNIPFORT Weekly,

disclosing that she hopes to be a becturer and rise to
the professoriate in her Alma Mater. after obtaining

the requisite gqualifications. This, she sald, s in
i to becoming a leading politician,
e Tormer Student Unbon leader sabd that she is in
love with two worlds—the academia and politics,
statimg that “1 like it when | see wamien in politics, in
fact. that was what motivated me to go into politics:
because | believe | can do it as well by starting with
student union palitics. The University has given me
the iraining to attain the grestest seademic and
al heighis in Nigerla and bevond and 1 am
ready to take on the challenge.”
Her journey into politics, she disclosed, began
when she served as an Assistant Cowrse
Representutive during her Certificate programme
g e Second Year in the
she served as Viee-
President, National Assaciation of ljaw Students.
=By the time | got to Third Year, | contested the
Student Union Vice-President, but lost. 1, however,
contested and wan the position in the Departmental
Student Association. In the Final Year, | emerged as
the Viee-President of Studeni Union, 1 currently
serve as Secretary-General of Natlonal
Association of ljaw Female Students Alumni,™ Miss
Elijah explained. disclosing that Liberian President,
Ellen Johnson Sirleafis her role model.
“By the grace of God, despite my involvement in
stwdent unlonism, | was uble (o cope academically,
graduating wiih & Second Class {Homaurs
Division. | urge my junior colleagues to concentrate
o Their studies, which is their main reason of being
im the University. | also wish to uwrge female students
ta participaie in politics and contribute to hullding a
better Nigerin. But before then, they need 1o be
sound acudemically.”™ she subd.,
The budding politician, expressed hope that more
Nigerian presidents, povernors, caplains of
industry, movie stars would emerge from the
University in future.

NISLT Inducts 227 Technologists, As V-C
Charges Graduates On Professional Conduct

By Obinna Nwodim
total of 227 gradustes of the School of
Scienee Laborstory T {SSLT)
bevn inducted into its professional fold
by the Nigerian lnstitute of Science laboratory
Technobogy (NISLT).
Performing the ceremony, HegistrarDirector-
General af the Institute, Dr lghodals ljaghone,
charged the inductees to put in ther best by
conducting themselves properly and abiding by the
cthics of the profession, stressing that the task abead
of them as professionals would be very challenging,
The Direcior-General, who siressed the imporiunce
of Laboratory Techmologists in the ecomomic
dmmﬂ%ﬂ“ﬂu;ﬂhmuu
scicnce and technology te drive the national
connomy. Globally, much attention is fecused on
Knowledge Bused Econemy (KBE) driven by
schence and technology. Much i expocted of you o
muke positive contributions in this direction.”
Dr ljaghone also assured the inductees that the
Institate has put the necessary structures in place (o
support  their carcer development which also
includes Government-approved Scheme of Science
Labaratery Schentists thal would enable thew rive
to the Directorate level in the Public Service like
their coumterparts in other professions, sdvising
them to lmbibe the virtues of honesty, imtegrity and
competence in their prafessional practice.
The Registrar commended authorities of the
University for the success stary, describing them as
transformation In the nation's march towards
innovation In technological application. =The
progress recorded im this University is being

In his Address, Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajicaka, said that the major milestone recorded in
the programme s enough justification of the lofty
dreams of the founding fathers of the programme,
as articulated in the overall vision and mission of the
University, charging them te be worthy
ambassadors of their Alfwa Mater by striving
towards the ideals of diligence and eveellence in
service te homanity, “Thai way, you woald have
Justified the huge resources expended on vou by the
University and vour parenis a8 you prepire o
render service to mankind.” he said.

Earlier in his welcome address, Dean of the School,
Professar Anthony Ataga. sald thai the lostinuie as it
wis them knawn, had been upgraded to s full School,

y s o
. i
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Inductees uu.h Oﬂ-l'll

UNIPERT
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equivalent to s Facalty with sy units, dischosing that
it b commenced Full-Time (Regular) Bachelar of
Technology degree programme in Sclemce
Laboratory Technolegy, He added that the School
has ool the computerization of academic
results froam 106 bo 500 levels as part of efforts aimed
at full documentation of its activifies,
e thanked the Viee-Chancellor far his unwsyering
suppart towards the transformation of the Scieace
Laboratory Technology programme, appealing for
the spredy take-off of the proposed Institwic of
Science b o house the Central Instroment
Labaratory amd the Science Laboratery
Technolyry. He also thanked the Director-Ceneral
and Management of NISLT for their support,
continued encouragement and matually bencficial
puﬂlcrﬂlp.ﬂpmhﬂy for ihe processing of NYSC
Exemption Certificates for graduates.
In her speech., Valedictorian, Blessing Erherine,
thanked the suthorities for equipping them with
skills to contribute to the development of the saciety,
assuring all stakeholders that they would be good
ambassadors of their Afma Marer.
The evenl featured a Guest Lecture by Assistant
Director of the Institute of Petrolenm Stadies (IP5)
and NREP Representative in Africa, Dr Joel
Ogbonna, Oath-Welcome 1o the NISLT
by Dr ljaghane,
preseniation of
NREFP Certificates
amd] pn.-st'n'rllinn ol
prizes.
A breakdown af the
figure shows that
4 Blochemisiry/Che
mical Technalogy
had 15, Biomedical
Technology 91,
Geology/Mining
Technology 55,
Iimdusirial
Chemisiry/Fetroch
emical Techmnology
37. Microbiology
Technology 44,
Physies with
f* Electromics
Techmology 22 and

Fhysics with
FProduction
Techmology 3.

vl 3, Mo, 3
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CampusLink,

To Receive Safe Blood Is A

Cont'd from pl

sudience, who are cligible, to resolve to donsie
valuntarily, twice or thrice a vear, and let each of such
domors resodve o recrnil ansther two more voluntars
danors. who would do the same.” adding that it Is part
ol the civic |'\cu|;np'l:ihillih of citizens, which has
savtmined hlood servioes in other parts of the world,
=T ghve kbl ks a rris llege, smd is recelve sale lnbood
ks & right, Thervlore, sale blosd starts with a sale
domor. Hlood transfusion s & key part of modern
health care,” Ejele pointed out, listing procedures
soch =% HpEn heart smrgery, fraciure, anacmis,
pregnancy, organ and stem cell transplami,
haemuolyibe diseases of the new born, blood less
through road traffic accidemt, ectopic pregnancy,
sbstetric bleeding and peptic wloer disease, cancers,
amangyl others, as same of the medical procedures
that require bl

“Im spite of this enormons need, bloed is o scaroe and
priceless mational resource which should only be
transfused with uimaost caution when necessury and
w hen other menns of ireating the patient have (ailed,™
he sabd. According te him, the essence of blood
transfusion is to provide adequate supply of safe
bload, which is available, affordable and
approprintely wsed, adding that “safe hlood & the
aod which is nol harmTal o the recipient and can be

RIG ~Prof Ejele
1 .

Imangural Lectiurer, Prof Ejele farrowed) flanked by ovher Professor

life-saving. But mo blood is |08 per cent sale”.

He observed thai “blesd is the maosi !|'4'||||4.'l|llg|. [FLe |
medium for majerity of medical laboratory analvsis
almed at making proper diagnosis of disease, momitor
pragress of treatment, sssess drug level, or donating to
friends, oneself, or & patient in necd of hiood
tranafusion,” decrvimg the paucity of Hoed doners

JCI Kicks-Off Campaign Against
Banners, Posters, On Campus

By Mercy Don-Baridam

s way of checking indiscriminafe hanging

of banners and posting of poasters which is

gradually defacing the environmeni,
University of Port Harceurt Chapter of the Junior
Chambers International (JCT, has  announced
plans te sensitize stall and studemts on proper
procedures for hanging and removing such items on
Campus.
President of JC1, Chikerie Envoghasi disclosed this
in a chat with UNIPORT Weekly penultimate
Friday, stating that the erganization has a mega
project which is cxpected 1o benefit the Universin
Community thal would kick-ofl sean,
Envoghasi decrled ihe indiscriminaie munner in
wlibch stall, stideinls and v itors delace (e walls of
the University with posters and publicity malerialk.
“Im order to ensure that the target of the campaign
is met, we recently launched a programme and the
organization is determined to ensore that posters
are permanenily removed”, adding that the

orgamiration now has the mandate of the Fublic
Relations Unit, Student AfMairs Department and
and

Campus Environmental Beautiflcation

Enyoghan

Sanitation Unmit (CEBAS) to commence this
asslgnment,

The Preshdent cxplained that Junfor Chamber
International (JC1) s a leadership training and »
nan-goaveranmenial organlzation with
Headguarters in the Unbted States ol America. “ln
Nigerin, we have two arms; the Collegiate anad
Higher Institution arm and the Professional sarm
which is also kmown as the City Local Organization
Members (LOM). People who are qualified to jsin
the Collegiale arm are peaple within the ape range
of 18 to 40 years™, he disclosed,

The main policy thrust of the organization is to help
voung people become relevant wherever they may
fimad themselves. He sald, explaining that “JCT s aut
ta help young people re-discover themselves and
develap their potentials, making them active and
relevant to socielv. Im JCL, we believe that every
buman being is created o make o dilference in
society. As a way of helping government amd
ourselves, we have to render service to humanity. by
embarking on some training to develop surselhves
amd do commumily services™.

Alasm l.pl.'ulilng. ihe
immediste past Prosident of
JUL, Vincent Anylka noded
that in JCI, members are
traimed om how to balance
thelr studies with sectal life,
which makes them balanced
citizens. “We are taught
things we ordinarily would
mnat bhe taught in the
classronm: we do nol
cncourage mediocrity and
we da mnal distark
scademic wmctivities, We
emphasize our academics
becanse that is the main aim
of coming here and we are
also very tme-conscious™
the past Presidlent diselosed,
The dun were accompanied
by Director of Publicity of
the JUT UNIPORT, Dilageli
Awah,

alsi

UNIP:

ane qualificd Haematologists 1o efMectively handlbe
the blood transfusion needs of Migeria.

“A safe donor is the best source of safe blood. The
cornerstone of a good bloed tramsfusion service is
altrulstle, voluntary. mon-remunerated donation of
blnd by healthy individuals™, Ejele said, regretting
that safe hlood remains scarce in Nigeria.

Ejele tusked government and oiher stakeholders on
proper lunding and standardizatben of the Sathonal
Blood Transfusbon Services (NOTS), commending
the magnanimity of blsod donors and international
orgunizations fer supporting the revitalization
programme of the NBTS. He moted that
“stamdardization makes for cost effectivemess, and
alsa  affordability by ordinary Nigerians, who
require these services wherever they may live”
adding that “there is bleed everywhere in all of us,
but hardly emough to meet our quest for blood
translusion to patients o dare need,”™

Ejele, whise rescarch interest spuins variows wialp-
specinlties swch as Haemaoglabinapaihies,
Haemostasi'Coagulation, CUncology, Anscmoiss
and Blood Transfusion, defined Hacmatology as
“ihe xlud, of the lunctioens and ll:wl'u ncivons of hload
and blopd-forming srgans, which includes the liver,
spleen, thymus and bone marrow,™

The Imaugural Lectwrer, who stated that hlood
transfusion ﬂ[‘PI"II"'I on three main Tactors, listed
availubility of blessd, donor recrubitment smd
retentbon, and sdequecy of storage Tecilities, salety
ol blood, including all the Immunohsematological
aiidl serological aspects, as well as appropriate aie of
transfusion for smgal i collabaration
between (ransfosiom cemtres and cinicans and
addherence to Uhe rules of prescripiions.

He moled that the probklems of NBTS are myriad,
imgz Funding insdequacy, lack of madern
technological Know-how to fully utilice irectisnation
of hlond or recombimant technology o cnecate blood
compricnl therapy amd msulficiency as vome of the
challenges inhibiting proper blood sterage and
transfusion services in Nigeria.

O his various comtributions to advancement of his
discipline, Ejele cited his individual and
collaborative research activities, which have helped
medical practitiomers to better appreciate some
bboeed transfusion-related diseases such as Human
Immunadeficiency Viras {HIV), Hepatitis B and C
Viruses, especkally im the N iger Delta Region.

In hiv contribution, Viee-Chancellor, Professor
Joseph Ajlenka, lawded the Inaugural Leciurer for
nuriuring the Department of Hacmatology from
scratch to the level where it is now able o train and
export specialists to other institutions in the country
and hevond. Professor Ajienka, who spoke through
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administratian),
Professor Ethelbert MNduka also praised Professor
Ejele. for producing Consultants, Readers and
Professors in his specialty. urging the University
community and the general public to procure coples
of the Lecture for their personal health education,

RT
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SAFETY ALERT

#  Security is evervbody s business.
+  Report all sirange faces to the Security Department.

#  Don’ttouch strange ohjects. Be Vigilant!
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ES EROM OTHERNARSEEIES

RSUST GRADUATES 3,541
STUDENTS

todal of 3,541 students of the
Rivers State University of
Science and Technology, Port
Harcourt, were gradunted
penultimate Saturday during its 24"
Convecation. Of ithis number, 3,21%
raduated with First Degrees, 8BS
received Postgraduate Diplomas, and
215 goi Masier's Degree, while 22
obtained Doctoral Degrees in various
fields.
Former Minkster of Forelgn Affalrs,
Hon Odein Ajumogobia (SAN), was
conferred with Honorary Doctorate
Degree in Law (Honoris Cansa).

UNIOSUN LECTURERS THREATEN
STRIKE ACTION OVER UNPAID
ARREARS

h €

Aeade
mic Staff
Uniomn of
Umiversities,
Dsun Staie
University
Chapter, has
threatened to
embark on
s tri ke
following
allegation of
unpaid
arrears.
Chairman of
the Union,
Dloseve
Ahiona, whao
disclosed this
said Lecturers
would down
tools il their 33-month
Allowance were not paid.

Hazard

ROADMAP FOR WORLD-CLASS
TEACHING UNIVERSITIES LAUNCHED

by Wagdy Sawahel

strategy lor setting up world-

class teaching wnlversities,

with an outline for evaluating
teaching and learning q iy, was
formulated at an international
conference on higher education held
in Rivadh, Saudi Arabia, last monih.
The conference which held from 17"-
18" April, 20012, had as §ts theme,
“World-Class Teacking Universities™,
Salim Al Malik, the Conference
Supervisor and General Director for
International Affairs at the Saudi
Ministry of Higher Education,
presented the strategic plan.

.i'. Refa'l, Minister of Education

Although teaching and service to
society are just as central to the
success of an education system as
high-powered research, teaching
universities have been largely under-
evaluated in the contemporary rush
toward academic excellence too often
measured only by research
productivity, the “Rivadh Statement™
indicated,

In terms of the mew strategy, the
mission of teaching universities,
which educate the majority of
students and cmploy most of the
aca ic profession, must be clearly
articulated, the statement said. They
must be fully committed to the
teaching mission and, for the most
part, must be discouraged from
emphasising research at the expense
of teaching.

Quality teaching and learning within
universities
shouwld be
encouraged, as
most academics
are mot trained
to teach during
their Master's
and Doctoral
studics, which
focus on
research.

The strategy
suggests that
acudemic
institutions set
Wp teaching
and learning
cenires, Lo
provide
appropriate
iraining to new
staff. In-service
teaching
assistance for
s emior
professors and
others involved in teaching should be
provided. Also. the development of
teaching skills should be a
compulsory component of all doctoral
training.

Io assess the quality of the overall
university experience, mew non-
controversial tools and technigues for
measuring, assessing and evaluating
what students learn in classrooms and
lahoratories should be developed.
Everyv academic institution should
establish a syvstem for evaluating
teaching quality using appropriate
methodologies aligned o its mission,
I'his is because evaluation is
multifaceted and can vary depending
on the subject and discipline as well as
the academic culture and location,

<L ompiled by (hikor Samuel
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Chancellor's Tinner

s part of events marking the 28" Convocation Ceremony, the 2 Chancellor's Dinner
held at Hotel Presidential, Port Harcourt. The Dinner was also used to honour
graduates of the University who are making waves in the Nigerian Home Movie
Industry, popularly known as Nollywood.
. Pictures show highlights of the

! ‘ ER. _l_giamaraus event.
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